
o A synthesis of F2 Race and 
F2 Twist 

O A large surface In combination 
with twist prevents 
spin-out 
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Radical jibes made easy. 

More s p eed for every maneuver. 


Quiksihrer Super Sessions SuE MaruiO’Neill Buzzards Bay Crossing 
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4 *Fun means taking plea¬ 
sure from joy. Function is 
the ability to transfer 
this vitality onto the 
board. F2 is the formula 
for all those who require 
no explanations. 11 

Julie De Werd. 

F2 World Cup Team 


Five things make the new Comet 
so awesome: 

© It has the same scoop-rocker 
line as F2's Sunset Slalom. 

O Its turning characteristics are 
similar to Sunset Slalom's. 

© Its new D.A.S.H Track integra¬ 
ted mast track and daggerboard 
box couldn’t be easier to ope¬ 
rate 

O Its volume is down 15 liters from 
the '86 model 

O Its new Power Control.ngs are 
as strong and agile as an eagle’s 
wing. 

Best of all. It's nearly indestructi¬ 
ble The Comet '87 is so tough that 
F2 backs it with a 12-month limited 
warranty. 


planing 


pointing 

smooth sailing 

maneuverability 


O The course 
racing fin 
of the F2 World 
Cup Team 
F2 Footstraps ’87 

O Soft neoprene 
cover 

C Adjustable to all 
sizes 

£2 D.A.S.H. Track 
O Connects mast track and 
centerboard case into one unit 
O The foot finds easily the but¬ 
tons to operate the systems 


F2 Power Control rigs 


Power means energy and 
strength Control stands for ease 
of handling and being in com¬ 
mand. F2 Power Control Fun and 
F2 Comet - like an eagle wing- 


tackmg 


The hardware 


Fun & Function 


Fun and Function without limit: 
F2 is for the boardsailer testing 
and extending his or her limits. 
Go for it. 

Test drive the new F2 Comet '87 
at your local dealer. 
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Fun Slalom Wave 
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The speed 

One important part of boardsailing 
Speed is planing Speed is the 
excitement in the pit of your sto¬ 
mach Speed is pointing into the 
wind. Speed is the foundation for 
every maneuver. 

Many boards have the speed. 

The maneuverabilit y 

The other important part of board- 
sailing. Maneuverability is easy 
jibing. Maneuverability is a smooth 
bottom turn Maneuverability is 
a quick and clean duck jibe 
Many other boards have 
* maneuverability But which 
10'10" board has both? 

The synthesis 

F2 Comet '87: 

Speed and maneuverability 
, in one board The scoop of 
the F2 Lightning combi¬ 
ned with the rocker and 
tail of the F2 Sunset 
Slalom. Push your 
D.A.S.H, Track for¬ 
ward and go with 
the speed of 
F2 Lightning. 
Bring your 
DA.S.H. 

Track back 
and get the 
maneuverabi¬ 
lity of F2 Sunset 
Slalom. 

F2 Comet - the true 
synthesis. 


width 


volume 1601 


-lO'lO* 330 cm Knots 

26" 66 cm 


weight 27,61b 12.5 ko Typef 
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Learn to jump with top pros, catch the wind 
in Corpus Christi, and discover why you need a 
transitional board. 

► Features 

Getting Air 26 

An all-star cast of sailors helps WindRider explain the fundamentals of flight. Maui 
Meyer, David Sheen, Geert van den Berg, and other world-class professionals 
sail through the steps of boardsailing's most radical maneuvers. 

High Winds & Hot Times 34 

Coverage of the Hi-Winds Aruba Pro/Am and the Curacao Open International 
Windsurf Championship. Top pros take home $55,000. 


Senior Sailors 44 

Boardsailing (if.esn't have to end when your hair turns gray.These folks aren’t just 
sailing into thv : unset, they’re shredding! Dick Fryklund discovers some “old" 

: >ikvs » ho :! * proving that windsurfing is definitely a sport for all ages. 

Hot $ho*s 50 

Lc. M'.i cal wind to decorate your office or dorm? Then check out the latest 

a< - 1 v.ids: ding's best sailors give an exclusive audience to the sport’s best 

phw’i .• vra piiers- \nd you! 

Closing the Gap 54 

Tea boards »o fill the gap between your sinker and your all-around cruiser. Our test 
team put these transition boards through their paces and tells why you need to add 
one to your sailboard quiver. 

C.C. & Water 72 

WindRider’s guide to sailing: Corpus Christi, Texas-style! Ride a wild wave at the 
“Texas Riviera" where the water is warm and the wind is always blowing. 

Wetsuits: The New Generation 78 

Wet'G 5 :*. nave come a long way—from ugly and uncomfortable to sleek, stylish, and 
built to last. Our wetsuit showcase reveals the latest in colorful, high fashion 
designs from the industry’s leading wetsuit manufacturers. In one of these suits, 
you’ll look as good as you feel! 

WindRider Wind Finder 89 

From ocean wave sailing off the coast of Massachusetts to relaxed Kansas cruising 
to hot action at Maui, Wind Finder pinpoints the places where fall sailors can catch 
the wind. 


i> Instruction 

Basics 14 

Learning the Ropes 22 
Performance 24 


► Departments 

Editorial 10 
Letters 12 
Board Briefs 17 
Gearing Up 86 
Cutbacks 98 


Cover photo: Darrell Jones. Maui Meyer 
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March, May, June, July, August, September, November by World Publications, Inc., 809 S. Orlando Ave., Suite II. 
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r '8hl 1987 World Publications, Inc. For additional information, call 305-628-1802. POSTMASTER: Send address 
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Windsurfing 

Accessories 

1987 catalog — 40 pages featuring: 

1)4 KiNE 

Speed Seat, 1 " footstraps, bags, 
covers & more. 


Masts, booms, bases, mast 
extensions & universal. 

Children’s sailboards " & sails. 


New! Sailboard racks for 
standard & aerodynamic cars. 

MULTI-SAIL 

Adjustable sail system. 

J/ Sailboard fins. 

A>rsr\ Q ne an( j twQ.pfecg sur ( 
masts-FunlSIalom masts. 

Plus! 

Books & videos, boom grips, boots & 
gloves, speed inducers, tools, wet¬ 
suits & drysuits & more! 


send you a FREE windsurfing catalog and 
the name of your nearest dealer. Or send 
$2 for first class delivery. 


P.O.Box490 (805) 

Carplnteria, CA 93013 684-8393 




Nati onal 

Reco gnition 


F or years we’ve all accepted the fact 
that windsurfing is a new and grow¬ 
ing sport. In talking to people, we’ve 
accepted that few understand what 
windsurfing is. Describing our most 
prized equipment as “you know, it looks 
like a surfboard with a sail attached” 
comes with the territory. We really don’t 
mind being the only person at our local 
lake with a sailboard—after all, our under¬ 
standing of this obscure sport puts us in a 
class by ourselves. (And who minds having 
the opportunity to impress a small audi¬ 
ence with our expertise in a little-known 
sport?) 

But we can no longer describe our sport 
as “little known.” Boardsailing has grown 
bigger every year, and now, in 1987, it is 
finally receiving something that separates 
trendy entertainment from world-recog¬ 



nized sports: international attention from 
different sectors of the media that don’t 
have a direct financial tie to the sport. 

Take television, for example. Just a cou¬ 
ple of years ago, most of us were excited 
when we saw a windsurfer featured in the 
opening of Miami Vice. Yet recently, in one 
evening of T.V. watching, we counted sev¬ 
eral commercials that showcased talented 
windsurfers. We saw hot shots slicing up 
the waves while presumably chewing 
Juicy Fruit and yuppie-types carrying sails 
out of the back of a Ford truck. 

At a local pizza parlor, we found plac¬ 
ards for Corona beer with boardsailors 
pictured in the background. Looking 
through a few of our favorite magazines 
(other than WindRider), we noticed that 
Monte Alban uses a windsurfer in its ad. 
Wow! We really like this trend! 

The number of companies who use 
windsurfers in their ads, however, can’t 
compare to the quantity of those sponsor¬ 
ing everything from local just-for-fun 


regattas to international events. Planters, 
a division of Nabisco, sponsored the ’87 
Speed and Slalom Spectacular, this year’s 
speed trials in the Canary Islands. Tudor 
Watch, a division of Rolex, and Corona 
Beer joined forces with Mistral to sponsor 
two separate series of races held on both 
coasts, while Bacardi Rum teamed up with 
Bic. Budweiser and Suzuki sponsored 
international events held in Puerto Rico 
and Barbados, respectively. Johnnie 
Walker has sponsored its VIP speed trials 
for several years. 

Naturally, we’re excited that more and 
more companies are spending money on 
events which we all can enjoy. Their sup¬ 
port has taken us one step closer to pre¬ 
senting windsurfing to the general public 
as a viable sport. Our sport’s young age 
can be a disadvantage, since it gives peo¬ 



ple the notion that windsurfing is a fly-by- 
night pastime or merely the latest fad. By 
associating their good names with board¬ 
sailing, major companies lend a solid 
sense of establishment to the sport. The 
message is clear: windsurfing is here to 
stay! 

We hope you’ll keep some of these com¬ 
panies in mind the next time you’re in the 
grocery store or picking out your refresh¬ 
ments to take along to the beach. This, we 
think, would be a really nice way to 
express our thanks for their support. O 



Terry L. Snow 
Publisher/Editor 


WINDRIDER 
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TUDOR 


^ THE WATCH THAT’S BUILT 

TO WORK WHEREVER YOU PLAY 

Whether racing in heated One^Design’competition or simply out searching for that 
ire blend of perfect wind, sea, sun and sailboard, the sport of windsurfing demands skill and 
endurance, style and grace. Natural characteristics of the Tudor Oyster Submariner and 
Mini-Sub. Self-winding and pressure-proof down to 660 feet in their rugged Oyster cases 
^ designed by Rolex. Available in stainless steel or stainless steel and gold. 

Only at your Official Rolex Jeweler. 


Circle Reader Service No 61 

Write for brochure Tudor. Rolex Building. 665 Fifth Avenue Ni 













MAUI MAGIC 


'Presents 


JIBE 

INSTRUCTIONAL 

VIDEO 

$39.95 (30 min.) 

FILMED ON LOCATION IN MAUI 

“WATERSTART” 

ALSO AVAILABLE 

$39.95 (30 min.) 


New Release 

Introduction to Windsurfing 
From rigging to wind conditions, 
from upbauling through basic 
sailing techniques, this video 
provides all the information 
to start you on the road to fun! 



Available through your WINDSURFING HAWAII dealer 


MAUI MAGIC INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEOS 
HO. Box 669. Paia, Maul. HI 96779 

□ Watcrstart □ Jibe □ VHS □ BETA 
D Introduction to Windsurfing 

□ YES, I would like information on Maul 
Magic Windsurfing Clinics. 

Nevada roident* addO r . ulc» ux. Ilaajh rctidcnti idd •» 'C *ales ux 
Shipping Add 13 OVupc Domestic uUo* 2 uceks for deinen i 
Add J3 Otiupe foreign U!l«s» l for dclnrr> i 
AIJ I'S fund* 

□ MC □ MSA C Check or Money Order 


No 

Exp. Date 

Signature 



Name 


Address 


City 


Statc/Zip 


TOLL FREE 


1 - 800 - 367-9958 


Coming this summer: 

Maui Magic Windsurfing Clinics 
on Maui. 

One, tiro and three day lesson 
packages also available. 



I Got Plenty O’Nothin’ 

I am in a situation that I know I share 
with many sailors out there: I am hooked 
on windsurfing but I am also a college stu¬ 
dent. From this situation have sprung two 
major problems which I hope you can 
solve. First, I don’t have much spare 
money to spend on my addiction. Second. I 
don’t have much spare time, either. And 
when I do get some time off, the wind never 
seems to be blowing the way I like, so I end 
up reading your magazine which, by the 
way, I believe is the best. 



1 normally sail in eastern Pennsylvania 
at Lake Nokamixim, where windsurfing 
has all but taken over the lake. But now I 
am at school in central Pennsylvania near 
State College, where windsurfing is also 
very popular. But imagine this: I attend 
Lock Haven University of Pennsylvania, 
and I am the only person here who owns a 
sailboard. So I have no one to talk shop 
with. Boy, this is frustrating! 

In the beginning of my letter, I said I had 
a problem that you could help solve. Well, 
I know you can do nothing about the wind. 
But I also said that when it is not windy 
enough, I read WindRider magazine. What 
would like to see is more coverage of sail¬ 
ing in the Pennsylvania area and also more 
articles about us college students strug¬ 
gling to stay afloat. I know this is a lot to 
ask, but as you know, I have no one else to 
turn to and I don’t think there is a cure in 
sight for my obsession! Thank you. 


Tim Reilley 

Lock Haven, Pennsylvania 


formula for calculation in inches is: 

39.4 - Deflection in inches/3.94 = Stiff¬ 
ness (Not 394 - Deflection in inches/39.4 = 
Stiffness) 

Compare the results for my stock fiber¬ 
glass mast: 

394 - 13.25/39.4 = 380.75/39.4 = 9.664 
(Formula as published. What a mast!) 

39.4 - 1325/3.94 = 26.15/3.94 = 6.64 
(Correct formula. This value is about the 
same as the value given by the manufac¬ 
turer: 6.6.) 

Other than that small problem, it was a 
good article. I’m glad to know how stiffness 
is measured and how it relates to sail 
shape and performance. 

Gordon Howard 
Clemson, South Carolina 

• • • • 

Good Job! 

I’d like to compliment you on your fine 
windsurfing magazine, which brings the 
colorful sport to the limelight. Even the 
people who really don’t do any windsurf¬ 
ing find it interesting. The colorful look 
and action-filled photographs attract peo¬ 
ple’s attention. 

To a windsurfer like me who doesn’t 
compete but wants to get everything out of 
the sport, WindRider is like a bible. The 
“Intermediate Tip” wraps up the usual 
things and the “Performance Tip” teaches 
something worth learning. 

Unfortunately, I have only had a chance 
to read the issues from last fall to this sum¬ 
mer, but the many tests where really help¬ 
ful in deciding what equipment to buy. 

Pasi Lehtinen 
Anchorage, Alaska 

As always, back issues are available for $2.50 a 
copy. Send a check or money order to: Wind - 
Rider, PO. Box2456, Winter Park, FL 32790. 


Corrections 

In the Events Listing (July), Corona 
Extra Beer, instead of Michelob, should 
have been listed as sponsor of the Mistral 
Windsurfing Grand Prix held July 25-26. 


• • • • 


In the sidebar "Fins of the Stars- What 
the Pros Use" (July 1987, page 98) W e 
quoted “Klaus Spindler" on his choice of 
fins. This sailor’s name is actually Klaus 
Simmer. We regret the error. 

























































THE POWER # 38 

The performance tuned wetsuit. 

The experienced sailboarder expects to push his suit to the 
limits. 

The suit must fit perfectly, it must be warm, above all it must not 
impede performance. 

This apparently simple requirement sets exacting standards; 
performance tuning seeks to match flexibility and warmth 
requirements to specific stress and movement zones. 
Performance tuning is achieved by combining British and 
Japanese* neoprenes in varying thicknesses and densities using 
single lined, double lined and embossed panel areas. 

Each neoprene contributes unique qualities, combined they 
offer performance characteristics that cannot be equalled by any 
single source neoprene wetsuit. 

* YAMAMOTO # 38 

Specification: 

4 mm shoulder power panels for extra warmth, with 3 mm under arm panels. Both 
available in exciting new fluorescent colour combinations. 

The lower arms of the POWER # 38 arc in 3 mm Yamamoto # 38 smoothskin with 
re-designed muscle panels to allow for individual lower arm expansion. 

The trunk is in 5 mm smoothskin Yamamoto # 38 running into a 4 mm double lined 
thigh area with reinforcing points. 

A durable and innovative knee feature is the newly developed reinforced pad with a 

5 mm raised area on a 2.5 mm flex platform. 

The rear of the knee now incorporates a specially designed anti-rucking panel 
developed for high action comfort. 

The outside lower leg is in 4 mm neoprene with the inside area once again in 5 mm 
Yamamoto # 38. The ankle fastening is in velcro to prevent water rush. 

There is high standard vertical YKK nylon/polyester back zip stitched into a double 
lined panel, providing stress reinforcement at the critical lower back area. 

The velcro closing storm collar features a reflective safety strip and can be worn up or 
down for total comfort and protection. 

Gul Weuuits distributed in the USA by Klepper/NPU 2860 Crusader Circle. Virginia Beach, VA 
23456. Tel: 804-427-11II. 

Check out the rest of the Gul range at your authorised 
Gul stockist. A \ 

TAKE NO CHANCES! L& 

Circle Reader Service No. 30 














Parts of the Board 


B oardsailing is a technical sport, 
and learning to identify a sail¬ 
board’s parts is the first step in 
mastering it. If you’ve been hang¬ 
ing around other sailors—or if 
you’ve already taken your first lesson— 
you’ve undoubtedly heard many new 
terms thrown around. It’s essential to 
know what they mean. 

As you look at boards in your local shop 
or on the beach, you’ll soon discover that 
no two sailboards look alike and that one 
board may incorporate a feature that 
another board lacks. Our diagram is fairly 
basic, but it identifies the most common 
parts of an all-around and/or funboard so 
you’ll be able to recognize them when 
you’re out on your own. 

Starting with the hull, that is, the board 
minus the mast and sail,you’ll see a towing 
eye at the bow (front) of the board. Should 
you ever find yourself downwind and 
needing a lift back to shore, you’ll under¬ 
stand why this is a handy feature. Mov¬ 
ing toward the stem (back), you’ll find the 
mast step. Almost all funboards now have 
an adjustable mast track; many one- 
designs, however, come with a two posi¬ 
tion mast step. 

Next you’ll notice a daggerboard, which 
gives the board stability, especially when 
sailing upwind. Most daggerboards are 
retractable, meaning they can be posi¬ 
tioned from straight down to all the way 
up. Funboards often have a fully 
retractable daggerboard that slides up 
into the hull, preventing any part of the 
blade from hanging below the bottom of 
the board. Many daggerboards can be 
positioned properly just by using your 
foot. 

Funboards and other more advanced 
hulls have footstraps on the very back, 
which sailors use to hold their feet 
securely on the board in high wind condi¬ 
tions; these straps also help them foot- 
steer the board. You probably won’t find 
footstraps on an all-around board, but if 
you’re in the initial phases of learning, you 
won’t need them. 

On the underside of the board, at the 
very back, you’ll notice the fin or, as it’s 
also called, the skeg. On many learning 
boards, the fin is retractable, meaning that 
as you sail in very shallow water, the fin’s 
contact with the ground will automatically 
push it up into the board; this feature 
keeps the fin from running into the ground 
and getting damaged. The very edges of 
the board along the side are the rails. As 
you progress, you’ll learn how to keep the 


right amount of pressure on the rails to 
steer the board. 

Next, let’s look at the rig, comprising the 
sail, which harnesses the wind’s power, 
the boom, used for changing the position 
of the sail to steer the board, and the mast, 
the link between the sail and the hull. Fac¬ 
ing the bow in our diagram is the mast 
sleeve; this is where you insert the mast 


into the sail. Using a line called the inhaul, 
the boom is attached to the mast at the 
point of the sail cutout. 

At the very bottom of the mast, you’ll see 
the universal, or mast foot. The universal 
is actually separate from the mast and 
slides into it tightly. Then, the universal 
can be popped into its designated hole on 
the sailboard for a secure connection. 
Downhaul line is run from the grommet at 


the foot of the sail to a cleat in the univer¬ 
sal; the downhaul is one point at which the 
sail is tied on to the rest of the rig, and lat¬ 
eral wrinkles can be removed by making 
the downhaul line more taut. 

The leech, or trailing edge, is the back 
part of the sail. Outhaul line is used to tie 
together the back end of the boom and the 
sail; tightening the outhaul line can help 


remove vertical wrinkles in the sail. Your 
sail may also have battens—-slightly flex¬ 
ible rods that fit into batten pockets and 
make the sail stiffer. 

As always, practical application is the 
best way to learn. The more time you 
spend on the water, the quicker you’ll 
understand what each part is and how it 
works, and the less intimidated you’ll be. 

Best of luck and good sailing! O 

W1NDR1DER 






















ULTRA CARBON 
FROM FANATIC. 

100% SPEED, 110% FUN. 

* The ULTRAS are here. CAT. BEE and BOA 

- The red hot performance machines for 
serious racing and radical maneuvers in 
the surf. 1987 is going to be a very good 

' year! 

1st Place - Maui Meyer 

World Cup Japan/Slalom 

1st Place - Cesare Cantagalli 

Marui/O'Neill Championship/Waveriding 

3rd Place - Robert Teriitheau 

World Cup Japan/Overall 

1st Place - Dave Perks 

British Funboard Cup/Overall 

1st Place - Knut Bentzen 

Australian International Speed Week 1987 

Production Board Class. 


Fanatic, with its new Ultra Composite 
Technology, uses high quality glass cloth 
instead of glass mats. Unidirectional 
carbon stringers are vacuum molded in a 
hybrid sandwich process resulting in 
superior durability at the lowest possible 
specific weight Ultra Carbon CAT. BEE 
and BOA. More speed for more fun. 

THE NEW ULTRA LOOK. 
RADICAL COLORS 
& SERIOUS FUN 

Stand apart from the production board 
masses with Ultra Carbon. Vibrant colors, 
outlandish designs. Unconventional and 
very hard to miss. “Limited Editions “ for 
boardsailors who like to ride the leading 
edge, because... Serious Fun Is Our 
Philosophy! 




FANATIC 


FANATIC LTD Robin Hill Park Route 22 Patterson. NY 12563 Tel. 001-914-878-3303 
Circle Reader Service No. 27 
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1987 Quiksilver Supersessions • O’Neill Classic • Tiga & Sailboard Combine Efforts 


A t first look, it was just 
another foggy Northern 
California summer morning 
at Waddell Creek Beach. The wind 
hadn’t blown in over three weeks, 
and the 1987 Quiksilver 
Supersessions was ready to go. 
Then the air began to twitch, the 
waves pumped up to a strong six 
feet, and the competitors began to 
dance. Another Supersessions was 
underway, defying the “No-Wind 
Curse" that strikes even the most 
prestigious contests, whether 
they’re held in California, the 
Gorge, or Hawaii. 

Although the wind only blew 15 
to 18 knots (light for Waddell), the 
four day event, held May 22 
through 25, sparkled with over 130 
competitors, hailing from as far 
away as Japan and Australia. A 
dazzling Hawaiian delegation 
outnumbered the Santa Cruz 
locals two to one. Flags and 
banners were unfurled, and sails 
cracked with well-tuned precision. 
Debbie Brown, Angela Cochran, 
Mike Waltze, Klaus Simmer, Mark 
Angulo, David Sheen, and Brian 
Casserio were among the hottest 
contenders. Over 5,000 spectators 
flocked to the beach bluffs of 


Highway 1 to watch this annual 
spectacle. 

The first two days of the event 
blasted off with surf slalom. The 
course consisted of a beach start 
and a double figure eight, with an 
offshore finish. Every contestant 
raced four times, but the 


competitors were shuffled around 
so that each sailor was constantly 
competing against a different set 
of racers. Competitors quickly 
learned that the start wasn’t as 
crucial to their success as 
executing a clean jibe around the 
inside marks. White water foiled 
many a fancy jibe for sailors 
unable to time them properly. 
Course footnote: inside marks 
were not to be mistaken for the 
elephant seals that occasionally 


swam into the impact zone to take 
a closer look at the commotion. 

Among the fiercest competitors 
were pro women Debbie Brown 
and Angela Cochran. Brown 
exhibited fluid consistency and 
solid confidence in both events. 
Cochran was aggressive, flashy, 
and the favorite of the spectators. 
Although Brown took first place in 
both wave riding and surf slalom, 
Cochran clearly presented a bold 
challenge. 

In the pro men’s division, Brian 
Casserio blazed to first place, with 
Mark Angulo, Kit Low, and Trevor 
Baylis in hot pursuit. 
Demonstrating his command of 
Waddell conditions, local favorite 
Steve Peters took first place in the 
amateur men’s division. Mike 
Dillon, also of Santa Cruz, 
displayed a big smile as he 
claimed first place in the 
production class for the second 
year, sailing a Fleetwood 9’2". 

With surf slalom completed by 
the end of the second day, the 
contestants prepared for the wave 
riding event, held in playful 20 
knot winds. Mark Angulo, David 
Sheen, and Peter and Paul Schiebel 
set the event on fire with sail-away 


loops, barrel rolls, and maneuvers 
they don’t even have a name for 
yet. Since wave riding scored 
highest in the point judging 
system, competitors accented 
their lofty jumps and tricky 
transitions with dynamic hang 
fives, aerial off-the-lips, and 
driving bottom turns. 

On the third day, the conditions 
wilted. The winds wobbled on the 
Frustration Scale between 18 
(1-am-planing) and 15 (I-am- 
sinking) knots. Nonetheless, Santa 
Cruz sailors Peter and Paul 
Schiebel, Rick Herrera, Steve West, 
and Kim Tipples brought the 
crowds to their feet as they 
displayed their mastery of even 
the poorest of Waddell conditions. 

As contest organizers prepared 
to roll it up, Waddell’s wind 
responded to a joke told by 
emcees Steve West and Shawneen 
Hebert, and cooperated by filling 
in. Mark Angulo took first place 
over Matt Schweizer and David 
Sheen. In the amateur men’s 
division, Eric Pfeiffer broke a near 
tie with Pete Schiebel by a half 
point By the time the masters 
were ready to compete, the wind 
threw in the towel, but the masters 
were good sports and sailed 
anyway, demonstrating their 
underwater techniques. Not 
wanting to endure the brutally 
cold wind and 48° water, Ed 
Angulo stayed warm by 
performing a routine of fancy land 
maneuvers, providing an 
anticlimatic finish to a spectacular 
event. Next year’s activities have 
already been announced, and will 
include two separate events to 
accommodate the fickle wind and 
hopefully bypass the (shudder) 
“No-Wind Curse." 

Contributed by Doug Erikson 

1987 Marui/Olill Classic 

T he first annual Marui/O’Neill 
World Tour concluded with 
its third and final leg held in 
windy San Francisco. Boardsailors 
from around the world gathered 
at Crissy Field June 19 to 21 to 
compete in a course racing event 
that offered cash and prizes of 
more than $20,000. 

The O’Neill Classic traversed 
18 miles of treacherous San 
Francisco Bay waters. On Friday, 
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someone, they were in good 
shape. 

The spectators on the beach 
just caught their breath after the 
spectacular start when the first 
finishers started racing back. Scott 
Trudon from Maui finished first, 
followed by Nevin Sayre. Anick 
Graveline was the first woman 


heat for a couple of years before 
the Windmill Point sailing site 
building went up in 1983. Each 
waterside deck that was erected 
was later destroyed by that year’s 
hurricane.” 

Last season, Kitty Hawk Sports 
taught approximately 1,000 
beginner lessons and a sizeable 
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finisher and edged out many of the 
men. 

Cape Sailboards and Buzzards 
Bay Sailboards, the two shops that 
organized the crossing, decided to 
add a slalom event on the second 
day. This would test competitors’ 
skills in both long distance and 
slalom. They divided the 
competitors into large heats, and 
allowed the pros and amateurs to 
race together, giving the amateurs 
a chance to measure their skills 
against those of more seasoned 
sailors. 

The heats ran back to back, 
giving all the sailors the 
opportunity to race frequently. 
Nevin Sayre won all his heats, 
taking the victory with Warren 
Seward and Mike Gebhardt right 
behind him. In the women’s 
division, Anick Graveline took first 
with Nancy Johnson and Katie 
Griffith following at second and 
third, respectively. Bard 
Chrissman came in first both in 
the masters’ division crossing and 
slalom events. 

The competitors were greeted 
with fresh fruit, muffins, and juice 
each morning with a fantastic 
spread at lunch. All in all, the race 
was a pleasure to attend. 
Contributed by Katie Griffith 


while Aussie Phil McGain crossed 
the line third. McGain captured 
first place in the second race, 
followed by Ken Winner and 
Axel Ohm. In the women’s race, 
Nathalie LeLievre finished first, 
Anick Graveline second, and 
Natalie Seibel third. 

Struggling with diminishing 
wind and encroaching fog on the 
last day, Nathalie LeLievre’s hard 
work paid off when she sailed over 
the finish line ahead of the pack. 
Martine von Soolingen and Natalie 
Seibel consoled themselves with 
second and third, respectively. 
Stephan van den Berg also secured 
a first place position, edging out 
Robby Naish and Anders Bringdal. 

Sunday’s festivities opened with 
the first annual Reach, Ride, and 
Run Triathalon, which consisted 
of a slalom, cycling, running, and 
course racing event. Both relay 
teams and individual sailors 
participated. In the slalom heat, 
Danny North hit the beach first, 
while local athlete Tim Itin led 
the pack in the long distance 
marathon, with pro sailor Cort 
Lamed hot on his heels. In the 
afternoon course race, Stephan 
van den Berg took first place, 
followed by Ken Winner and Phil 
McGain. 


first in the women’s division, 
followed by Julie DeWerd in 
second, Dana Dawes in third, 
Nathalie LeLievre in fourth, and 
Debbie Brown in fifth. 

Contributed by David Luehrs 

Blizzards Bay Crossing 
Top Event on East Coast 

F our years ago, only New 
England sailors braved the 
chilly May waters at the 
Buzzards Bay Crossing. This year, 
175 competitors from such 
faraway states as California and 
Hawaii turned out for the east 
coast’s big event. The trip proved 
worthwhile with unusually warm 
weather, good wind, friendly 
people, and a well-organized 
event. 

The crossing has always been 
popular with the natives. Held May 
16 and 17 and sponsored by Neil 
Pryde, Body Glove, Maui Jim, and 
Chuck Roast, the event attracted 
Nevin Sayre back to Martha’s 
Vineyard to race in his own back 
yard. Anick Graveline, Mike 
Gebhardt. Bard Chrissman, Randy 
Ames, Alan Cadiz, and other world 
class sailors also joined the fun at 
Buzzards Bay. 


Van den Berg and Ken Winner 
took first alternatively in the final 
two races of the day. Britt 
Dunkerbeck led the ladies' race, 
pursued by Nathalie LeLievre and 
Anick Graveline. 

When the overall results for the 
final leg of the Marui/O’Neill World 
Tour were calculated, Robby 
Naish came out as the top 
professional man with Phil McGain 
second, Peter Cabrinha third, Alan 
Cadiz fourth, and Stephan van den 
Berg fifth. Angela Cochran took 


The clear, sunny Saturday 
morning brought only light winds. 
Big sails covered the beach, but 
then the winds picked up; the 
8.1m 2 sails were quickly replaced 
with 7.4s, 6.7s, and 6.0s. At the 
skippers meeting, competitors 
were told to round the mark to 
port, which meant jibing with the 
present wind direction. As the 
wind picked up and shifted its 
direction, the port rounding 
turned into a tack—which created 
confusion among the competitors. 


June 19, Ken Winner got back to 
the beach first, followed by Robby 
Naish, Svein Rassmussen of 
Norway and Tim Aageson of 
Denmark. Ten of the O’Neill 
Classic's top finishers became 
eligible for the second part of the 
event, a two day invitational. 

Course racing on Saturday 
began under uncharacteristically 
clear skies and in 25 knots of wind. 
In the first race, Anders Bringdal 
squeezed past Stephan van den 
Berg for a dramatic, winning finish, 


Some still insisted on jibing 
around the mark, while others 
tacked to make it a true port 
rounding. Everyone finally 
rounded the mark—but if they 
made it without running into 


Boardsailing Growing at Kitty Hawk 

W hen Kitty Hawk Sports 
started teaching 
windsurfing in 1980, the 
public response was minimal. The 
sport looked very difficult to most 
spectators and only a few sailors 
were windsurfing the Nags Head 
area. Says Keith Wood, Kitty Hawk 
Sports Sailing Manager, "Our 
instructors baked in the summer 
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speed records _ 

Fleetwood became a star in the 
industry. When camber-induced sails 
began winning races, Fleetwood was 
there with an even wider bend (88°) 
and raised the competition to 
new levels. 

Being on the leading edge of 
technology has been rewarding, but 
what Fleetwood owner Gary 
Fontaine really takes pride in is the 


the boardsailor’s dream. Using 
new 6061 E9 aluminum, the Super 
Boom is lighter and stronger, 
making it the envy of the industry. 
As improvements occur in other 
boardsailing equipment, Fleetwood 
is quick to respond. We have beefed 
up our front boom end to support 
the additional stress from the wider 
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F leetwood booms and 
universal have been a part of 
the serious boardsailor’s rig 
since Fleetwood invented the 
production RAF boom in 1984. The 
new bend, designed in cooperation 
with Mike Waltze, accommodated 
the draftier sails and was soon 
helping top sailors win the most 
prestigious races in the world. New 
speed records were set and 
Fleetwood became a star in the 
industry. When camber-induced sails 
began winning races, Fleetwood was 
there with an even wider bend (88°) 
and raised the competition to 
new levels. 

Being on the leading edge of 
technology has been rewarding, but 
what Fleetwood owner Gary 
Fontaine really takes pride in is the 


craftsmanship of his product. 
Fleetwood today has emerged from 
a metal fabrication shop which has 
been in the Fontaine family since 
1947. The commitment to quality 
materials and unequaled precision 
continues to bring customers back. 

Today, Fleetwood is still leading 
the way with its new Super Boom. 
Working with Easton Aluminum, a 
company highly respected for 
quality, Fleetwood has developed 
the boardsailor’s dream. Using the 
new 6061E9 aluminum, the Super 
Boom is lighter and stronger, 
making it the envy of the industry. 
As improvements occur in other 
boardsailing equipment, Fleetwood 
is quick to respond. We have beefed 
up our front boom end to support 
the additional stress from the wider 


bends and the use of seat harnesses. 
We have also incorporated a light¬ 
weight aluminum cleat into our 
backend to reduce the weight of our 
already light booms. 

Fleetwood takes pride in serving 
its customers and has established a 
dealer network throughout the 
country. For more information and 
to locate the dealer nearest you, call 
Don Yoakum at 1-800-251-5222. 

In California dial 1-800-242-3360. 

Thank you for your support. 
Team Fleetwood wishes you 
good sailing. 


Fleetwood 

200 27th St. Sacramento. CA 95816 
Clrcli RudtrSonrico Ho. ft 
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hard it wasn’t funny. Then I tried a 
few more times and landed in the 


number of intermediate sessions 
on jibing and waterstarting. In the 
shallow Roanoke Sound, it is easy 
for a beginner to become hooked 
on the sport, and boardsailing is 
going gangbusters along the North 
Carolina coast—from Duck to 
Nags Head to Hatteras. 

“Fall is an excellent time to 
vacation in Nags Head," Wood 
reports. “Area accommodation 
rates drop dramatically after 
Labor Day weekend. The wind 
jumps into high gear with the 
more volatile conditions after a 
balmy August. Best of all, the 
water stays warm well into late 
November." 

Kitty Hawk Sports has recently 
become the newest Mistral High 
Wind Test Center. The full line of 
boards and sails is available to 
rent at the site. Fanatic and 
Hi-Tech customs are equally hot 
this season. For more information, 
contact Kitty Hawk Sports, P.O. 
Box 340. Nags Head, NC 27959. 
Contributed by Keith Wood 



D ave Kalama hasn’t been 
sailing since the sport 
began. He hasn’t won the 
World Cup. His name isn’t a 
household word. 

But if dedication, determination, 
and hard work have anything to do 
with it, Kalama is certainly headed 
in the right direction: straight to 
the top. With only three and a half 
years of experience, Kalama is 
now a Bic team rider and has 
secured the sponsorship of Ezzy 
Sails, Gerry Lopez Boards, 
Hawaiian Surf Engineering, DaKine 


Hawaii, O’Neill, Quiksilver, The 
Maui Fin Company, and North 
Sails. He placed fifth in the 1986 
Maui Grand Prix, fifth in the 1986 
Aloha Classic, and third in the 
1987 Marui/O’Neill Classic. 

Kalama caught boardsailing 
fever from a friend, but didn’t get 
heavily involved until his father 
bought him a 10 foot custom 
sailboard as a graduation present. 
By the next year, he had become 
so wrapped up in the sport that he 
and a friend sold all their 
possessions and headed to Maui. 

“When I first moved to Maui, 

I thought it was total paradise," 
Kalama recalls. “One of my friends 
had a house near 
Spreckelsville—right on the 
water—and I lived there and 
rigged up on the grass." 

Kalama practiced hard and 
watched other sailors, 
incorporating the best aspects of 
each sailor’s style into his own. 
Soon other sailors were watching 
him. In fact, Kalama has been 
credited with helping to develop 
the forward roll, and was the first 
sailor to be photographed 
performing it. 

“A fellow in Australia was the 
first person I had heard of doing a 
forward roll," Kalama says. “Then, 

I saw another sailor doing his own 
version and it really looked neat. 
He was doing it off white wash and 
only getting a few feet of air. 

“From watching him, I figured it 
was actually possible to do a 
forward roll, going tip to tail over 
the front of the board, so I tried it 
at Hookipa. Alan Cadiz saw me and 
asked, ‘What’s that?’ I said a 
forward crash, because the first 
few times I tried it, I crashed so 


waterstart position. 

Currently, Kalama plans to race 
in various events being held from 
New York to San Francisco, with 
his sights set firmly on eventually 
sailing in the World Cup. And he 
plans to enjoy himself along the 
way. 

“When I first came to Maui, I 
decided that I wouldn’t listen to 
what anyone said about my style 
or how I do or how many times I 
fall in. It doesn’t matter if they 
laugh or criticize; all that matters 
is that I'm still having fun. That’s 
the main thing about windsurfing." 
Contributed by Alex Williams and 
Jamie Knox 



Alex Aguera Joins Team Hawaii 

W orld class sailor Alex 
Aguera is now being 
sponsored by Team 
Hawaii, maker of high 
performance harnesses and 
windsurfing accessories. Alex 
formerly sailed for DaKine and 
O’Neill and has extensive 
experience as a World Cup racer 


for the Tiga/Nei! Prydc race team. 

Alex won the Columbia Gorge 
Pro/Am in 1984 and 1985, placed 
second overall in wave 
competition in the 1986 World 
Cup, and third overall in the 1987 
Bahamas International Regatta. 

Tiga and Sailboard Combine 
Manufacturing Efforts 

F unsport has announced that 
Tiga of France and Sailboard 
of Germany will combine their 
production activities. Beginning 
September 1,1987, both Tiga and 
Sailboard will be produced at the 
Tiga factory in Bethune, France. 

Binder-Kunststofftechnik, the 
manufacturer of Sailboard, will 
concentrate on injection and 
vacuum molded parts, including 
all injection molded accessories 
for both board lines. In turn, 
Sailboard will take advantage of 
Tiga’s blow molding and epoxy 
production experience and 
technique. Dr. Binder of Sailboard 
will act as advisor for Tiga in their 
future board production. 

Marketing and distribution for 
the two companies will remain 
independent. 

Funsport believes that this joint 
effort can only enhance both 
board lines. “As the U.S. importer, 
we are delighted at the prospect of 
two outstanding brands coming 
together to share resources and 
know-how in the production 
process. The benefits will be 
apparent all the way down to the 
consumer level and will definitely 
reinforce the competitiveness of 
both brands in the market." O 


Events 

Sept 5 Whataburger Slalom 
Cup, Race 4 Corpus Christi.Tex. 
Sponsored by Whataburger 
Restaurants and Sail Surfing. 
Contact Sail Surfing 512-937-2375. 
Sept 5-7 Tooton’s Eastport 
Weekend Eastport Peninsula, St. 
John’s, Newfoundland. Contact 
Breakers Boat Club, 60 Portugal 
Cove Rd., St John’s, 
Newfoundland, Canada A1B 2L9. 
Sept 10-13 Seniors National 
Championships at Hilton Head, 
SC. Contact 803-686-6996. 

Sept 10-13 Pro/Am Funboard 
Championships at Thombury, 
Ontario, Canada. Contact Dick 
Pratt 416-661-8500. 

Sept 15 3rd Annual Crib Run 
Montrose Beach, Chicago, Ill. 
Contact Windward Sports 
312-472-6868. 

Sept 19 Budweiser Wlndshift 
Regatta Chamberlains Beach, St. 
John’s, Newfoundland. Contact 
Breakers Boat Club, 60 Portugal 
Cove Rd., St. John’s, 
Newfoundland, Canada A1B 2L9. 


Sept 19-20 Flounder's Seafood 
Festival Regatta Pensacola 
Beach, Fla. Open class and one 
design. Emphasis on triangles, also 
slalom and long distance. Surf & 
Sail 904-932-SURF. 

Sept 20 Sundown Sailboard 
Series/Seafood Festival Lido 
Beach, NY. Sponsored by Bic Sport 
and Coca Cola. Contact Sundown 
Ski & Sport, 47 Northern Blvd., 
Greenvale.NY. 

Sept 26 FWB Club’s Premiere 
Regatta in Ft. Walton Beach, Fla. 
Call 904-243-2609. 

Sept 26 Budweiser Island 
Double Chamberlains Beach, St. 
John’s, Newfoundland. Contact 
Breakers Boat Club, 60 Portugal 
Cove Rd., St. John’s, 
Newfoundland, Canada A1B 2L9. 
Oct 3-4 5th Annual Oktoberfest 
slalom, waves at South Haven, 
Mich. Call North Shore Aqua 
Sports 616-637-6208. 

Oct 3-4 General Development 
Regatta in Port Charlotte, Fla. Call 
813-472-0123. 

Oct 9-18 Maui Grand Prix held 
at Hookipa, Maui. Wavesailing, 


jumping, surf slalom. Contact 
Sailboards Maui 808-579-8431. 

Oct 10 Budweiser Final Flash 
Regatta Octagon Pond, St. John’s, 
Newfoundland. Contact Breakers 
Boat Club, 60 Portugal Cove Rd., 

St John’s, Newfoundland, Canada 
A1B2L9. 

Oct 10-11 Hogsbreath Regatta 
at Fort Walton Beach, Fla. Contact 
904-243-1962 for more 
information. 

Oct 17 Whataburger Slalom 
Cup, Race 5 Corpus Christi.Tex. 
Sponsored by Whataburger 
Restaurants and Sail Surfing. 
Contact Sail Surfing 512-937-2375. 
Oct 22-Nov 1 Aloha Classic held 
at Hookipa, Maui. Wavesailing, 
jumping transitions. Contact 
Ehman Productions, P.O. Box 479, 
Paia, Maui, HI 96779; 808-579-9765. 
Oct 24 Navy Beach Crossing at 
Pensacola Beach, Fla. Contact Surf 
& Sail at 904-932-SURF. 

Oct 26-Nov 1 Ricard South West 
Funboard Cup at Hayle, Cornwall, 
England. Contact 01-568-4400. 
Oct29-Novl Tudor Watch 


Ocean to Ocean Championship 
in Pensacola, Fla. Registration 
begins Oct 28. Call Ken Emerick at 
Mistral 301-796-4755. 

Oct 31 Halloween Costume 
Regatta Miami, Fla. Sponsored by 
Sailboards Miami. Dress up! 
Contact Sailboards Miami at 
305-361-7245. 

Oct 31 FWB Halloween 
Happening in Ft. Walton Beach, 
Fla. Call 904-243-1962. 

1987 World Cup 

Sept 25-Oct 4, Sylt, Federal 

Republic of Germany 

Oct 16-25, Zandvoort, Netherlands 

Dec 4-13,St. Francois, 

Guadeloupe, French West Indies 


Clinics 

Windsurfer Certified Instructor 
Clinics open to people who want 
to become sailboard instructors 
and have a basic competency in 
the sport. Dates are Sept 26-27 and 
Dec 5-6 at Sailboards Kauai, 3470 
Paena Loop. Lihue, Kauai, HI 96766 
(808-245-5955).___ 
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F LEETWOOD’S signature sails 
designed by Dave Calvert 
are raising eyebrows in 
sailboarding circles. Dave has 
designed a quiver of speed slalom 
sails with the competitive 
boardsailor in mind. 

The serious boardsailor has 
specific demands of his sails. They 
need to be camber-induced yet 
lightweight. So Fleetwood is using 
new vinyl ester split battens which 
reduces the weight of the 6.3 meter 
sail by 15 oz. You also need a sail 
material with superior stretch and 
tear resistance. So we found GTS 


scrim mylar in England, and it has 
exceeded our expectations. The 
material is not only durable but light 
due to its two-sided mylar 
construction. While closing the gap 
has improved performance, the foot 
batten was wearing out the sail and 
board. Our foot batten now enters 
the pocket from the mast, 
significantly reducing wear on the 
sail and board when closing the gap. 

Reducing the luff curve in the sail 
has eased leech tension, allowing the 
sail to twist properly with increasing 
wind speed. The sails are now more 
manageable and faster then ever. 


To feel how much these sails will 
increase your speed, see one of our 
Fleetwood dealers throughout the 
country. For more information and 
to locate the dealer nearest you, call 
Don Yoakum at 1-800-251-5222. 

In California dial 1-800-242-3360. 

Thank you for your support. 
Team Fleetwood wishes you 
good sailing. 


FLEETWOOD 

200 27th St. Sacramento, CA. 95816 












by Rhonda Smith 



On the S tar ti ng Line ♦ 
Removing a Stu ck Mast Base 


Q l’m embarrassed to even ask. How 
can I get the mast base out of the 
mast? My mast base has been in the mast 
all summer, and no one, not even the 
strongest of my he-man friends, can get it 
out. 

A There is a simple way to release the 
base from the mast, but you'll need 
three people and a hammer. 

One person holds onto the mast, the sec - 
ond holds onto the base. The third person 
taps the mast where the mast base is with a 
hammer continuously while the mast and 
base holders alternate twisting the mast 
and base to the left and right. The more 
frozen the base is in the mast, the longer it 
takes to free it, but it shouldn't take longer 
than a couple of minutes. 

Q I have an older all-around funboard 
with concaves. My friend sails on a 


race board with a double concave hull. I 
have many spinouts and he has none, 
although he uses much newer, more 
advanced equipment. I tried using a larger 
fin and then changing the position of the 
fin, but neither helped significantly. Why 
do I have so many spinouts when he has 
none? 


A I consulted Jeff u Coach ” Hughes, 
Head Instructor at Big Winds Hood 
River, A Mistral Highwind Center. Coach 
suggests that you first check your sailing 
stance. If you find that you are pushing 
hard with your back foot, this could be one 
reason you are spinning out. Concentrate 
on your sailing stance, and sail with equal 
pressure on both legs. 

Coach also suggests that you make sure 
that you are not oversheeting your sail. 
This can cause the board to sail sideways 
instead of moving forward across the 
water. Also, an older sail which is possibly 


blown out will also cause you to sail side¬ 
ways. 

A race board is generally designed with 
sharper rails than a funboard, and this 
characteristic helps the board bite into the 
water, thus enabling it to hold a better 
course with fewer spinouts. Your funboard 
probably has softer (rounder) rails. 
Although it may not bite as well as a race 
board, it is probably fast on a reach and 
very maneuverable. 

Check these areas to see if one of them — 
or a combination of all three—could be 
causing you to spin out. 

Q I was on the starting line when a 
board to leeward slipped under¬ 
neath me a bit too close. I couldn’t sheet in, 
or my sail would have hit the mast of the 
board. The leeward board drifted into me, 
catching my boom and causing me to fall 
onto it. In this situation, who had the right 
of way? 





























A The leeward board is in the wrong 
here, since it did not give you room to 
keep clear. IYRU Rule 40 says, “Between 
the preparatory signal and the starting sig¬ 
nal, the leeward board may luff the wind¬ 
ward board slowly and initially, in a 
manner that the windward board has 
room and opportunity to keep clear. ” 

Q I raced in the Mistral Superlight 
series in our town. I’m an average 
racer, but I always drop back in position on 
the last leg, the finishing leg. I work hard on 
staying ahead of my competition only to 
lose to them on the last leg. What can I do? 

A That short final beat to the finish 
often shakes up positions and 
changes the outcome of the race drasti¬ 
cally. The last leg of the course is often the 
most difficult, because by this time you are 
getting tired and your desire to fight 
decreases. Determined sailors from 
behind can gain and pass. 

To stay ahead of the pack, maintain 
your position, or gain on other sailors, you 
must capitalize on the confusion of the fin¬ 
ishing leg by concentrating and working 
even harder than you did on previous legs. 
Your goals are to acquire the shortest 
course to the near end of the line and to 
control the nearby boards on the 
approach. It may help to keep these guide¬ 
lines in mind: 


mow? FftsmoN 


a 

/t ~ 


WINP 


FAWeP ENP 
RESTART 


® a 

FAV0KEP ENP / 

FOR FINISH A 




/ 

/ 

/ 

/ (TACK. 

FAVORFp FMP FDR FI KISH (S AT \ 
OPPOSITE FNP OF UNE- FROM FAVORED \ 

start Poston ( with samestart/finish) \ 


COMMITTEE. 

90XT 


\J 


L If you are leading, cover yourself, both 
ahead and to windward. 

2 . If you are behind, save every inch. Stay 
in the major tack, and tack as soon as you 
reach the nearest end of the lay line. 

When approaching the finish line, deter¬ 
mine which end of the line is favored. If the 
start line and finish line are one and the 
same, the unfavored end at the start of the 
race will be the favored end at the finish. If 
the start and finish lines are separate, 
check the wind—either by watching the 


boards finishing the race or the flags on the 
committee boat—to find the favored end. 

Avoid sailing past the lay line and giving 
an advantage to any competitor on the lay 
line. o 

Rhonda Smith is sponsored by Mistral, Gaastra, 
O'Neill Wetsuits, andBolle. Rhonda is currently 
one of the top U.S. professional sailors and hue 
time Windsurfer world champion. 

Send questions to: Learning the Ropes, P. 0 Box 
2456, Winter Park, FL 32790. 



A ' n 1983, Neil Pryde shattered the 
30 knot barrier for the first time 
with a revolutionary wing mast and 
prototype sail. In 1986, a Collection 
RAF Wave 4.2 became the first and 
only off-the-shelf sail to beat 
Crossbow’s fastest run, achieving 
36.13 knots. 

In 1987, we have a brand new 
addition to the Neil Pryde Collection, 
the RAF Speed, a range of sails 
designed to deliver nothing but pure 
speed. 

The RAF Speed is very fast. 





































by Ian Boyd 

T he duck tack, originally a longboard 
freestyle maneuver, has been 
recently adapted to shortboards 
and is becoming a required skill for 
many professional boardsailors. My 
duck tack technique lets the sailor employ 
a more upright stance and may be per¬ 
formed with any type of sail, not just a 


while crossing your hands in order to work 
your grip to the back of the booms (similar 
to a duck jibe). Release your back hand 
and get ready to duck. Drop the sail just 
enough for it to pass over your head. 
(Notice in photos two and three how 
quickly the sail luffs when released.) 

To prevent the sail from continuing to 


sail stand and sheet in. This step is exactly 
the same as the final step of a carving 360. 

If you can perform a duck jibe, heli¬ 
copter tack, and carving 360, you should 
be able t6 learn the duck tack easily. These 
transition maneuvers require advanced 
board and sail handling skills. I’ve found 
that by constantly attempting new maneu- 



short foot-battened wave sail. Performed 
correctly, the duck tack is fast, flashy, and 
will get you upwind. 

When mastered, the duck tack can be 
done in any wind conditions; however, 18 
to 20 knots is best for learning. A semi¬ 
floater board will prevent first-time stall- 
outs, but a slalom board is ideal. 

To initiate the maneuver, get the board 
on a plane and sail ob a close reach. Tip the 
mast to windward and toward the water 


oward the water, push the clew with 
’ front hand as it passes to the new 
. By quickly pushing the clew and 
iltaneously releasing your other hand, 
jail will fill with wind. Be prepared to 
ast—the action I’ve described so far 
>ens very quickly! 

: the sail backwinds, keep the sail 
d back and close to your body. This 
drive the board to windward. As it 
es through the eye of the wind, let the 


vers, I keep my reflexes sharp and improve 
my overall performance. When competing 
in wave contests, the proper executions of 
these transitions can make the difference 
between advancement and elimination. O 


Ian Boyd, 16, recently won the Junior Wave Sail¬ 

ing Championships and the 1987 O'Neill Invita¬ 
tional at Hookipa, Maui. He is sponsored by 
O'Neill and North Sails Windsurfing. 
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Photo by Erik Aeder 
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* MAUI MEYER 


In photo #1, Maui Meyer finds the right piece of chop. Keeping his sail sheeted in, he pulls 
his board out of the water. Notice how Maui uses his front foot to pick the board up while 
pushing down with his back foot. With knees bent, Maui lands smoothly and sails away. 

















An all-star cast of sailors helps WindRider 
explain the fundamentals of flight. 



f you really want to get radical on a sail¬ 
board, jumping is the way to do it! Jumps 
are great because sailors of all experi¬ 
ence levels can do them and they can be 
performed in a variety of conditions. 

To get you jumping, we’ll start with easy 
chop hops and go all the way to loops. With 
an understanding of the moves and a 
little practice, you’ll really be hopping. 
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For tho long jump, Pot LoMohaulo aims for tho lower pari of the wave. He 
sheets in, turns his board slightly downwind, and then-lift off! In photo 

_ w _ _ #5, Pat pulls up with his back loot, bringing his board in a position that is 

^ die water; this helps him soil through the oir for tho longosl possibly |ump. Ho comos in lor a noso-lirst landing in photo #6 keeping his sail 
r.rrae: ssd races off for another try. 


► PAT LEMEHAUTE 
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The Chop Hop 


The chop hop is the easiest kind of jump 
and nearly everyone can do it. All it takes is 
getting your board completely out of the 
water in flat or choppy conditions, so chop 
hopping can be mastered in rivers and 
lakes, as well as in the ocean. 

To do a chop hop, you need no more 
than six inches of chop and some speed. 
Go as fast as you can, turn into the wind a 
bit, and pull your board out of the water, 
keeping your sail sheeted in. Use your 
front foot to pick the board up while push¬ 
ing down with your back foot to help you 
take off. When you’re in the air, pick up 
your back foot, too. Pulling your back foot 
upwind at the same time will turn the nose 
of your board downwind, making for a 
longer jump. Landing is easy, since you’re 
not jumping very high. All you really need 
for chop hops are flat or choppy water 
conditions and wind of at least 10 to 12 
knots. So hop to it! 


The Long Jump 




GEERT VAN DEN BERG 

After aiming for the steepest part of the wave, Geert van den Berg launches into a high jump. In photos #1 and 
#2, he pulls up with his front foot and releases the pressure from his back foot. With his sail held parallel to the 
water, he can use it as a parachute to help him make a smooth, tail-first landing. 



Photo by Darrell Jones 


' 


The long jump is the next step in your 
mastery of jumps and can be learned after 
you’re doing chop hops easily and want to 
hit some real waves. The long jump is a bit 
more difficult than the chop hop, because 
you’re going faster and the waves are big¬ 
ger. In ideal conditions, you can jump at 
least 30 feet across the water. 

While the long jump requires no partic¬ 
ular technique, it is important to maintain 
control of your board to assure a solid 
landing. Two other things are also impor¬ 
tant for the long jump: maintaining speed 
while in the air and hitting the wave at the 
prime point. Don’t hit the wave when it’s 
super steep, you’ll end up doing a high 
jump. Catch it farther down, at a point 
where it’s not about to pitch and there is 
no foam. This is an important tip when 
doing long jumps on the ocean. 

You can long jump on inland water, as 
long as the waves are over a foot and a half 
in height and the wind isn’t blowing in the 
same direction as the waves. As the right 
gusts arrive, hit the wave, sheet in, and 
turn your board slightly downwind so you 
can sail with it. If you jump right into the 
wind, you’ll stall out. 
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► DON MONTAGUE 


By launching off the steepest part of the wave, Don Montague has 
enough momentum to kick his board sideways. Arching his body 
in photo #3, Don progresses from the mule kick to the U jump. 
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To land, push your front foot downwind 
and pull a bit with your back foot upwind. 
Steer downwind, but keep the sail 
trimmed. You get more distance out of a 
nose dive landing, because you’re keeping 
your speed up. If you land tail first, you’ll 
really slow down. When you hit the water 
after a nose dive, push down with your 
back foot and lift up with your front foot to 
continue sailing. 

The long jump can be performed in 
almost all wind conditions over 15 knots, 
but is best in 30 knot winds blowing in a 
side-shore direction, with waves about 
seven feet high. Waves over 10 feet make it 
difficult to keep your jumps horizontal. 

The High Jump 

The high jump is the greatest challenge 
for an intermediate sailor and is a supreme 
test for expert wave sailors who attempt to 
fly over 15 feet up. It’s an emotional and 
dangerous jump that requires courage and 
conviction. Landings for this jump can be 
particularly rough. 

As always, you’ll need speed to accom¬ 
plish this maneuver, but this time aim for 
the steeper part of the wave. As you go up, 
pull with your front foot and ease up with 
your back foot. Try to come back down in a 
nose dive, pushing down with your front 
foot and lifting up with your back foot. 
Keep your board at a 20 to 45 degree angle, 
because if it’s straight, you’ll lose control 
and dive straight under the water. 

Finish the nose dive as you do in the long 
jump. Admittedly, this is not the easiest 
landing to pull off—especially when com¬ 
ing out of a nose dive—but it is beautiful to 
watch and allows you to continue sailing. If 
you land tail first, you’ll most likely sink 
and have to waterstart again. Also, it’s dan¬ 
gerous to land flat or on the side of the 
board, as you can break the board or injure 
your ankles or knees, especially if your feet 
get stuck in the footstraps. 

The Mule Kick 

The mule kick, aptly named because you 
kick the board out sideways, is a jump for 
experts. It’s one of the most spectacular 
sailboard maneuvers and is done only on 
short or light boards. It doesn’t require 
extreme wind or wave conditions, but it 


Loops Defined 

by Brett Licklc 

A few years ago, when your best buddy 
came off the beach and said he did a 
loop, you knew just what he meant. But times 
have changed and there are now so many 
different loops being developed and per - 
fected that only a few people realty know 
what makes one different from another. I'm 
going to help set the record straight with 
some basic definitions of loops. Hopefully, 
this will give you a better idea of what they’re 
all about and help you improve your spins. 

Forward Barrel Roll 

Last year, Italy’s Cesare Cant a ga lli and 
some other daring sailors started pulling off 
this tricky maneuver, so it came to be called 
the '’Cesare Roll” or *cheese roll. "Now, with 
everyone trying it, it’s commonly referred to 
as the forward barrel roll. In this loop, the 
board rises out of the waterside first, rather 
than tail or nose first. The rig is parallel to the 
water, and the board and mast are rotated 
on a horizontal plane—like rolling a barrel! 
Landings are done by floating down tail first. 
The barrel roll is commonly seen in combi¬ 
nation with a front loop. 

Forward (Front) Loop 

This maneuver receives a lot of attention, 
but most of the photos you see of the forward 
loop are really forward barrel rolls. This 
loop is done by jumping out of the water, tail 
first, and doing a front somersault. Ideally, 
the mast should not touch the water, but it 
usually does on lower jumps. Sufficient air 
and momentum are needed to bring the 
mast completely around and up in a full cir¬ 
cle. The landing is easily accomplished if the 
board has been brought back down parallel 
to the water, or close to it. 

Back Loop 

The back loop was actually the first type of 
loop sailors attempted, and they started try¬ 
ing it way back in ' 84. It is done just like the 
forward loop, but in the opposite direction. 
Also, it is much harder to complete! 

Helicopter Loop 

This is what you usually see when you look 
at a photo of a "back loop. "It is an upwind 
jump, with the board rising nose first, but the 
mast goes beneath the sailor at a 45 degree 
angle, rather than perpendicular to the 
waves. The foot of the sail passes through the 
eye of the wind. Both the back loop and heli - 


► DAVID SHEEN 


The barrel roll is similar to a helicopter loop. 
David gets his board out of the water side-first, 
then rotates it on a horizontal plane. Notice in 
photos #3 and #4 that David's mast never touches the water, even when his entire rig is upside-down. On 
completing the barrel roll, David lands tail-first and sails away. 
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WHAT DO YOU 
SHARE 
IH COMMON 
WITH A 
SURFER? 


If a surfer gets too much sun, he bums, ages early, gets dried 
wrinkled skin, and seriously risks skin cancer. The same is 
true for you. So do what surfers do. Use BULLFROG*. 



BULLFROG* Amphibious Formula* Sunblock, developed 
originally for surfers, has now been discovered by others 

genuinely concerned about the effects of the sun 
on their skin. BULLFROG stays on six hours 
in and out of the water. Won’t wet off or 
- sweat off. Perfect for life on the 
'"X water. As one windrider confided, 

“I first dicovered BULLFROG 
from a surfer friend 
of mine in L.A. 

I brought 
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inland 
and soon 
everybody I knew 
wanted their own bottle. 

BULLFROG is absolutely 
unbelievable. It stays on no matter. 

It really works.” 

BULLFROG* AMPHIBIOUS FORMULA*SUNBLOCK 
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copter loop have difficult landings, because 
as you come through the wind, the sail refills 
and can be pulled right out of your grasp. 
Nose first landings are generally easiest with 
this loop. 

Jump With a Full Twist 

This is one of the newest loop innovations 
and is also known as a **spiral to the apex ." 
Begin this move as though doing an upside- 
down, rising nose first out of the water with 
the mast rotating so that it is perpendicular to 
the waves When the mast is nearly vertical, 
sheet in hard to power the clew through the 
eye of the wind At this point the wind will 
spin the entire rig around in a spiral, while 
you stay in the same upside-down position. 
I've seen these done 30 feet above the water 
and they’re pretty spectacular You land just 
as you would in a usual upside-down. 

Double Loops 

The notion of doing double loops has been 
brewing in our minds for quite some time. 
Now that forward rolls have been done, dou¬ 
bles are no longer an impossibility. To do a 
double forward loop, you 'll need enough air 
to float the first loop and then power through 
the second. You can also try a loop with a full 
twist or a spiral with a forward loop done on 
the way down. / have actually done a double 
forward to the waterstart position, so I know 
they can be done! ft just takes guts and prac¬ 
tice. 

So there you have it: a basic explanation 
of the latest in loops. Now, when your friend 
boasts about his newest radical loop, you’ll 
know just what questions to ask him to find 
out what he’s talking about! O 


calls for the board control you use for long 
jumping combined with great leg kicks! If 
you really arch your body while kicking, 
this little number takes on the name M U 
Jump.” 

You can do a mule kick in almost all 
winds over 15 knots and in waves higher 
than two feet. It can be done in the ocean 
or on inland waters, and in any wind direc¬ 
tion except straight onshore. 

As you approach the wave, aim for the 
steep part so that you’ll have enough 
momentum to kick the board. Turn into 
the wind a bit and lift the board up side¬ 
ways. Kick your front foot out to the side 
while kicking your back foot out from 
under your body and then to the side. Pull 
both legs back in beneath you to land. The 
combination of lifting your board up side¬ 
ways and kicking your feet out should be 
one smooth, flowing motion. 

You can land tail first or nose first. Just 
be sure to get the board back down again! 
Obviously, a smaller, lighter board is going 
to make this trick a lot easier for you. This 
maneuver is best reserved for experts, and 
even they may not be able to pull off a mule 
kick in winds over 30 knots. Try this jump 
only when you're confident you can han¬ 
dle it. 

The Upside-Down Mule Kick 

With the upside-down, we enter into the 
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realm of jumps performed by the greates 
sailors in the sport. This difficult, classic= 
beautiful maneuver was made famous b>- 
Robby Naish and Alex Aguera, the guys 
who made the world believe that windsurf¬ 
ing was a sport for crazed stuntmen, no* 
normal human beings. 

Just imagine a sailor stuck to his board 
its bottom mooning the sky while he= 
watches the waves roll beneath him. Actu¬ 
ally, the jump is not quite as dangerous as 
it looks, as the sailor will be able to use his 
sail as a parachute to bring his board down- 
after he’s kicked it up. Nonetheless, the= 
upside-down requires skill, technique, and- 
style, and only a very few are able to exe¬ 
cute it well. 

To make the jump, you have to hit the 
vertical part of the wave. The wave must 
be steep, so that you’ll go straight up, tak¬ 
ing the board with you, while the sail 
moves underneath you a bit. As you go up, 
pull with your front foot and push down 
with your back foot. When just taking off 
the wave, unsheet for a moment to let the 
board go up over your sail. Once you’ve 
got the board upside-down, you can sheet 
in again to bring the board back down. 
Sheeting in makes the sail act as a 
parachute and will allow the board to 
come back down under you again. 

To come back down, pull with your back 
foot and push a little with your front foot. 
Your board will start descending but the 
sail should keep it in position, allowing 
you to prepare for a soft tail first landing or 
controlled nose dive. 

The upside-down requires big, steep 
waves of at least six feet, and winds 
stronger than 18 knots. Ideally, the winds 
should be between 20 and 30 knots and 
should be side-shore. The expert can do an 
upside-down even with the wind blowing 
side-onshore or side-offshore, however. 

Barrel Roll 

The barrel roll is similar to the heli¬ 
copter loop, but it’s a bit more vertical; try 
to rotate at a 45 degree angle. Wave and 
wind conditions are also similar, but you’ll 
need a wave of at least three feet for this 
maneuver. 

Begin this move as you would to do the 
helicopter loop, but aim for a steeper angle 
and turn into the wind. Stay sheeted in 
really tightly for the landing, because it 
will be somewhat vertical. When you hit 
the water, make sure you don’t go under 
too far in the nose dive or unsheet the sail. 
If you do, you may lose control. 

So there you have it. If you’ve got the 
guts, strength, and determination, you can 
turn the ocean or your favorite lake into a 
giant trampoline. Start with chop hops, 
and long jumps, then work your 
way up to barrel rolls. Keep safety in mind 
at all times, and progress as you feel com¬ 
fortable tackling new maneuvers. Good 
luck! 


Special thanks to Pietro Porcella and Alex 
Aguera for helping to compile and review this 
information. 
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Fast Sailing On The Race Course At The First 
Hi-Winds Aruba Pro/Am 



f only die wind wo- stop 
blowing so we coulti get a 
break and rest.” This com¬ 
plaint is not one you would 
expect to hear from board- 
sailors, and certainly not from competi¬ 
tors in a Pro/Am windsurfing event. But for 
the many who came to the first Aruba Hi- 
Winds Pro/Am unsuspecting, unprepared 
and undertrained, this cry became a real¬ 
ity. As many participants soon discovered, 
the high winds weren’t just a promoter’s 
hype, they were an unrelenting and some¬ 
times grueling force that pushed each 
sailor to his personal limits. 

Wind is an inescapable fact of life on 
Aruba, and it makes an immediate impres¬ 
sion on visitors arriving at Oranjestad Air¬ 
port. It is often so windy that passengers 
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exiting an aircraft will search the skies for 
signs of a tropical storm. But there are no 
dark clouds overhead, no boarded-up win¬ 
dows and no storm watches in effect. 
Instead, there are smiling natives who 
seem unaffected by the buffeting winds as 
they stand waiting to greet returning 
friends and guests. Strange as it may seem, 
local Arubans hardly notice the constant 
wind. If asked about it, they often just 
shrug and reply that it’s always like that. 

For the uninitiated, the consistency and 
velocity of Aruba’s wind is somewhat hard 
to deal with. Hats and visors are impossi¬ 
ble to wear unless they are tied down, sun¬ 
glasses require Crokies or straps, and it is 
nearly impossible to walk into the wind — 
Welcome to Aruba! 

If you pull out your world atlas to look 


for the Caribbean island of Aruba, don’t 
expect to find it in that chain of islands 
known as the windwards and leewards 
that are the stuff of wintertime dreams. 



Instead, move your finger several inches to 
the left of such points as Grenada, Mar¬ 
tinique and Trinidad and look near the 
northwest coast of South America, just a 


stone’s throw from Venezuela. There you 
will find the three islands that make up the 
southern Netherlands Antilles, of which 
Aruba is the westernmost. 

Most Caribbean islands are held to be 
places of lush tropical rain forests and 
balmy breezes; places to lie in the shade of 
a coconut tree and sip Pina Coladas as 
balmy trades cool the air. But Aruba is dif¬ 
ferent. A visitor dropped unsuspecting 
into the cactus, sand and rock of interior 
Aruba might think he was somewhere in 
the desert instead of on a tropical isle. 
Warm, dry winds buffet this inhospitable 
landscape, offering scant relief from the 
heat of the tropical sun. 

No one knows exactly what makes 
Aruba such a windy place. Various expla¬ 
nations of tradewind funneling and ther- 













mal inversions have been put forth at one 
time or another, but no one seems particu¬ 
larly worried about explaining the wind. 
Visiting boardsailors are too busy rigging 
and sailing to ponder global weather pat¬ 
terns. Anyway, who cares? Just as long as it 
keeps blowing, that’s all that matters. 

Aiid unlike a lot of islands that have 
calm leeward shores protected by high 


mountains, Aruba actually has stronger 
winds on the leeward side than on the 
windward. As the eastern trades cross the 
hot desert island, they are accelerated by 
topographical and thermal factors. In 
English, that means that there are ideal 
conditions for some screaming flat water 
reaching on the island’s western shore. 

The summer months are high wind 


months, with breezes averaging 30 Knots. 
And that’s not just an afternoon average; 
that’s 30 knots all day and all night. From 
sometime in August through mid-Novem¬ 
ber, the local sailors take a break because 
the winds drop to a “low season” average 
of 15 knots. In late December, things begin 
to pick up again and sailors start to pull out 
their 4.0 s and 5.0 s and get ready for com- 





1987 Curacao Open Internation¬ 
al Windsurf Championships 

by Pat LeMehaute 

The Fantasy 

he drama unfolded in my mind's eye, 
showcasing the men's jibe slalom finals at 
the Curacao Open International Windsurf 
Championship. The action was awesome! 
Nevin Sayre held the lead almost to the last 


mark, followed closely by Maui Meyer, 
Stephan van den Berg, PhilMcGain, and me. 
Then, at the last mark, Stephan lost control 
in his jibe and sailed across Nevin's board. 
Hopelessly tangled, Stephan went down, but 
Nevin held his sail up until it caught Maui's 
sail, as he jibed around them. Both sailors 
went down, and Phil McGain, in hot pursuit, 
simply jumped off his board to avoid the 
impending collision. I found a small gap in 
the carnage, and just managed to squeak 


through. As I crossed the finish line, / could 
distantly hear the announcer saying, “and 
Pat Let-me-out takes Tirst— n Something hit 
my shoulder. “Hey! Dis your seat, mon?" 

Startled out of my daydream, I looked up 
to see a rather large Haitian woman bran¬ 
dishing a carry-on suitcase the size of a Hefty 
trash bag. She sat down in the aisle seat and 
crammed the bag between her knees and the 
seat in front of her, effectively destroying all 
hopes I had of going to the bathroom. At that 
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Until a couple of years ago, scuba divers, 
gamblers, and sun worshippers made up 
the bulk of Aruba’s tourist trade. Once 
boardsailors discovered the wind, the 
word got out quickly and it seems that 
Aruba is destined to become one of the 
major high wind sailing spots in the world, 
much as the Gorge has become in the 


American northwest. To help stimulate 
interest (as if the wind weren’t enough) 
local hotels are quickly adding boardsail¬ 
ing equipment and working hard to 
accommodate visiting sailors. And even 
members of the Aruba Tourist Bureau are 
out taking surf sailing lessons to get 
themselves tuned in to the sport. Don’t be 
surprised if these friendly, outgoing inhab- 


Lef t : High winds powered the pros during speed 
and jibe slalom. Upper Left: Rocketing across 
the water—the amateurs head for the mark. 
Lower Left: Nevin Sayre—in a class by himself. 
Lower Right: Bjorn Schrader and Axel Ohm 
scream by at 30 m.p.h. 




moment I knew that AIM flight 974 from 
Miami to Curacao via Port-Au-Prince was 
going to be a long one. With that grim real¬ 
ization, my thoughts returned to my ensuing 
mission: to race in the Curacao Open and 
cover the event for WindRider. 

The Facts 

The Curacao Open International Windsurf 
Championship began on June 2 and ended 
on the seventh. One hundred seventeen 


competitors from around the world came to 
compete: 42 pro men, five pro women, 60 
amateur men and 10 amateur women. It was 
evident that the 320,000 purse would defi¬ 
nitely inspire some true world class competi¬ 
tion. 

The racing took place at Curacao’s 
Seaquarium, one-quarter of a mile from the 
Princess Beach Hotel and Casino, where the 
competitors were staying. The site looked 
like a boardsailing Daytona speedway, with 
banners and flags flying all over. 

The major sponsors of the event were 
Fanatic Sailboards and Ocean Pacific, ALM 
Antillean Airlines, and the Curacao Tourist 
Board. 

The Event 

Tuesday, June 2, was set aside for registra¬ 
tion and practice racing. A most unique 
opening ceremony consisted of speeches 
from the Minister of Tourism of Curacao and 
the event organizers. A local sailor wind¬ 
surfed across the Princess Beach Hotel pool, 
breaking a ribbon held by two women clad 


in identical Coca Cola bikinis while Cura¬ 
cao’s national anthem was sung. This some¬ 
what humorous event emphasized the fact 
that Curacao is very serious about becoming 
known as a world class boardsailing center. 

The following day a developing low pres- q 
sure system in the Gulf sent clouds and occa¬ 
sional rain to cover the usual clear blue sky, 
and eight to 10 knot winds replaced the usual 
15 to 20 knot winds. These tropical depres¬ 
sions are much dreaded by sailors in the 
Netherlands Antilles, as they disturb the nor¬ 
mal tradewinds. The scheduled jibe slalom 
was postponed until the late afternoon when 
the wind increased enough to run some 
amateur heats. 

It was then that Curacao’s major flaw 
became apparent. Setting the marks in 1,500 
to 1,800 feet of water is something of a feat. 
Couple this with the side-offshore and shifty 
winds common in the afternoon, and you 
have a race director’s nightmare. The four 
scheduled amateur heats were canceled due 
to the poorly set course and marginal wind 
conditions. 
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mal inversions have been put forth at one 
time or another, but no one seems particu¬ 
larly worried about explaining the wind. 
Visiting boardsailors are too busy rigging 
and sailing to ponder global weather pat¬ 
terns. Anyway, who cares? Just as long as it 
keeps blowing, that’s all that matters. 

And unlike a lot of islands that have 
calm leeward shores protected by high 


iountains, Aruba actually has stronger 
° ds 0 n the leeward side than on the 
indward. As the eastern trades cross * 
S t desert island, they are accelerated by 
ipographical and thermal factors. In 
iglish, that means that there are idea 
mditions for some screaming flat water 
aching on the island’s western shore. 


months, with breezes averaging 30 . 

And that’s not just an afternoon aver 0tS ‘ 
that’s 30 knots all day and all night 
sometime in August through mid-Nove° m 
ber, the local sailors take a break beca^ 
the winds drop to a “low season” aver^ 
of 15 knots. In late December, things beg^ 
to pick up again and sailors start to pull 0 !*! 
their 4.0 s and 5.0 s and get ready f or com 


bat. 

Until a couple of years ago, scuba divers, 
gamblers, and sun worshippers made up 
the bulk of Aruba’s tourist trade. Once 
boardsailors discovered the wind, the 
word got out quickly and it seems that 
Aruba is destined to become one of the 
major high wind sailing spots in the world, 
much as the Gorge has become in the 


American northwest. To help stimulate 
interest (as if the wind weren’t enough) 
local hotels are quickly adding boardsail¬ 
ing equipment and working hard to 
accommodate visiting sailors. And even 
members of the Aruba Tourist Bureau are 
out taking surf sailing lessons to get 
themselves tuned in to the sport. Don’t be 
surprised if these friendly, outgoing inhab- 


Left: High winds powered the pros during speed 
and jibe slalom. Upper Left: Rocketing across 
the water—the amateurs head for the mark. 
Lower Left: Nevin Sayre—in a class by himself. 
Lower Right: Bjorn Schrader and Axel Ohm 
scream by at 30 m.p. h. 
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The Facts 

The Curacao Open International Windsurf 
Championship began on June 2 and ended 
on the seventh. One hundred seventeen 


competitors from around the world came to 
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amateur men and 10 amateur women. It was 
evident that the $20,000 purse would defi¬ 
nitely inspire some true world class competi¬ 
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The racing took place at Curacao's 
Seaquarium, one-quarter of a mile from the 
Princess Beach Hotel and Casino, where the 
competitors were staying. The site looked 
like a boardsailing Daytona speedway, with 
banners and flags flying all over 

The major sponsors of the event were 
Fanatic Sailboards and Ocean PaciTic, ALM 
Antillean Airlines, and the Curacao Tourist 
Board. 


through. As I crossed the finish line, I could 
distantly hear the announcer saying, u and 
Pat Let-me-out takes first— " Something hit 
my shoulder. “Hey!Dis your seat, mon? n 

Startled out of my daydream, I looked up 
to see a rather large Haitian woman bran - 
dishing a carry-on suitcase the size of a Hefty 
trash bag. She sat down in the aisle seat and 
crammed the bag between her knees and the 
seat in front of her, effectively destroying all 
hopes I had of going to the bathroom. At that 


in identical Coca Cola bikinis while Cura¬ 
cao's national anthem was sung. This some¬ 
what humorous event emphasized the fact 
that Curacao is very serious about becoming 
known as a world class boardsailing center. 

The following day a developing low pres¬ 
sure system in the Gulf sent clouds and occa¬ 
sional rain to cover the usual clear blue sky, 
and eight to 10 knot winds replaced the usual 
15 to 20 knot winds. These tropical depres¬ 
sions are much dreaded by sailors in the 
Netherlands Antilles, as they disturb the nor¬ 
mal tradewinds. The scheduled jibe slalom 
was postponed until the late afternoon when 
the wind increased enough to run some 
amateur heats. 

It was then that Curacao's major flaw 
became apparent. Setting the marks in 1,500 
to 1,800 feet of water is something of a feat. 
Couple this with the side-offshore and shifty 
winds common in the afternoon, and you 
have a race director's nightmare. The four 
scheduled amateur heats were canceled due 
to the poorly set course and marginal wind 
conditions. 


The Event 

Tuesday, June 2, was set aside for registra¬ 
tion and practice racing. A most unique 
opening ceremony consisted of speeches 
from the Minister of Tourism of Curacao and 
the event organizers. A local sailor wind¬ 
surfed across the Princess Beach Hotel pool, 
breaking a ribbon held by two women clad 
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members of the Aruba Tourist Bureau are 
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sional rain to cover the usual clear blue sky, 
and eight to 10 knot winds replaced the usual 
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All this, plus wind!!!! 
WINDSURFING ARUBA 
| Bolivia Straat, No. 14 
P.O. Box 256 
Oranjcstad, Aruba 
Tel: 21036/33472 
Telex: 2092 Batex NA 

From the U.S. dial: 

011-297-8-21036 
Ask for Morris 

The Boulevard Apartments Reader Service No. 129 
j LG. Smith Boulevard #486 Oranjestad, 

Iji Aruba Tel: 2978-22527 - Ask for llene Holden 


And they’re off—the pros battle for clean air. 

On Thursday, conditions brightened up 
considerably. There was a steady sideshore 
wind of 15 to 20 knots, and with only a 
few postponements, a good course was set. 
The pro's double-elimination jibe slalom 
advanced to the quarter Tinals in the loser's 
bracket before the wind shifted offshore 
around 3 P.M. After that, racing stopped for 
the day. 

On the following day, the wind proved to 
be less cooperative. It shifted between 12 and 
18 knots side-offshore all day, making it diffi¬ 
cult to set a course. Nevertheless, the pros 
managed to get through to their first final, 
and several amateur heats were rup. At 1.30 
P.M. race director Rus Emerick stopped the 
jibe slalom for the day and announced that a 
course race was scheduled for the afternoon. 

I, was run at about 4 PM with two motor- 


boats running without anchor used as the 
outside reaching marks. 

On Saturday, the wind was 15 to 20 knots 
and straight sideshore—excellent condi¬ 
tions for the three pro and two amateur 
course races held that morning. Stephan van 
den Berg showed his mastery of course rac¬ 
ing by taking three hrsts, and Anick Grave¬ 
line performed similarly in the women's 
division. 

That afternoon, the wind remained 
sideshore, and the pro and amateur finals in 
the jibe slalom were completed. Maui Meyer 
provided the day's highlight when he blew 
by the usually unpassable Nevin Sayre on 
one leg of the final to win the jibe slalom. 

Sunday, the last day of racing, proved to 
be the greatest of them all. A single elimina¬ 
tion speed slalom was completed in the 


• Equipment used by the top finish¬ 
ers in the Aruba Hi-Winds Pro-Am 

• Mistral production ’86 boards 

• Fox custom sailboards — great shapes! 
Regular and RAF rigs 

xcellent quality equipment 
cated on the beach in front of 
Aruba Palm Beach Hotel 
| ean-fiont, air conditioned effi- 
ency apartments 
Easy access to Fisherman’s Huts 
— the best sailing spot on Aruba 
• Garden patio for barbecues 


Windsurfing Aruba 

and 

The Boulevard 
Apartments 

... your address for a great 
sailing vacation. 


. • mivpd Dutch-English- 

itants, with all about the sport 

Spanish language.knw rf ing fever 

iSSS-S £p*on and Isspread- 

in e*i987 Aniba Hi-Winds Pro/Am was 
ttJfirst boardsailing ^“^o be held on 
the island. But judging by the: enUiusias . 

dedication, and professionalismdisp y 

by the event organizers, and the interest 
shown by the locals, it most certainly will 
not be the last. 

From taxi drivers to heads of state, 
Arubans got psyched up for the Hi-Winds! 
The Playa Linda Beach Resort, located on 
Aruba’s Palm Beach, served as a major 
event sponsor and put up a $35,000 cash 
purse for the competing professionals. 
Amstel beer and American Airlines got in 
on the action and all of the island’s hotels 
and restaurants participated by providing 
food and accommodations at special 
rates. The event’s unique racing package 
included special coupons which competi¬ 
tors used to indulge in a variety of native 
and American fare, handily obtained at 
special booths set up on the beach. No 
stale sandwiches or sandy hot dogs here! 


stancesmade this the case with the Aruba 
Hi-Winds Pro/Am. Most of the competitors 
headed for Aruba had just competed in the 
Curacao Open International Windsurf 
Championships, which ended Sundav 
June 7. (See sidebar.) Relations between 
these two neighboring islands are poor if 
not downright war-like. This being the 
case, many of the sailors found themselves 
stuck in Curacao without transportation 
to Aruba. There were flights available, but 
island politics kept equipment and sailors 
tied up in paperwork. With Curacao cus¬ 
toms and officials dragging their feet in an 
attempt to spoil the Aruba race, it looked 
like many sailors wouldn’t make it in time. 

a ^ ter Hi ~ Winds chairman 

Anthony Blok to save the day. Blok, incog¬ 
nito, visited Curacao during their event 
and made plans to transport sailors and 
equipment to Aruba on a chartered plane 
He worked around the clock on his airlift 
operation to make sure sailors, boards, 
sails, masts, and other accessories arrived 
on time and in perfect condition. For 
many, his commitment to the event and its 
participants made their involvement pos¬ 
sible. 


It’s not often that the trip to a race is a 
memorable event, but special circum- 


Thanks to the success of the Curacao 
airlift, the Aruba Hi-Winds Pro/Am got 






























UiiCL-. way on Monday, June 8 , as planned, 
with more than 100 competitors from 
around the world, including 35 pro men 
and four pro women, arriving to challenge 
the wind and water. 

The racing action took place at Eagle 
Beach on Aruba’s northwest shore, where 
the wind blows straight offshore and the 
flat terrain helps to keep it steady. 
Throughout the event, the wind rarely 
dipped below 20 knots and it frequently 
gusted to over 35. Small sails were the 
order of the day and anyone whose quiver 
didn’t include some sails with numbers 
like 4 or 3 was in for some extremely over¬ 
powered sailing sessions. 

Monday was registration and warmup 
sailing. The Playa Linda Beach Resort gave 
the participants a taste of real Aruban hos¬ 
pitality in the evening with an open bar, a 
full buffet, free drinks, a steel band and 
more free drinks. The opening night cere¬ 
monies really set the tone for the entire 
week; the party was warm, friendly, and 
informal. 

Luckily, no one made long speeches, but 
many island officials were on hand and 
extended warm greetings and wishes for 
success. Everyone of local prominence 
was there: from race organizers to hotel 
owners to tourism representatives, the 

morning in 15 to 20 knot winds. The course 
consisted of two laps around a figure eight 
with the marks set about one kilometer 
apart. Neoin put his afterburners on to win 

The lows and consequent 
tropical depressions and storms 
which we often long for in the 
southeast are much dreaded in 
the Netherlands Antilles, as they 
disturb the normal tradewinds. 


this event easily. That afternoon, the wind 
picked up to 20 to 25 knots, perfect for the 
long distance race, a downwind reach fol¬ 
lowed by a beat along the coast. Stephan van 
den Berg covered Nevin Sayre on the wind¬ 
ward leg to win the long distance. 

With the final grueling long distance race 
completed, the 1987 Curacao Open Interna¬ 
tional Windsurf Championship concluded. 
The event was packed with world class rac¬ 
ing, but it was also rocked by a fair amount of 
tension and controversy. Of course, there's 
no way to control the weather, but many of 
the postponements could have been elimi¬ 
nated with a better mark setting system. In 
any case, race director Rus Emerick with¬ 
stood all the complaints and is to be com¬ 
mended for running a complete event. O 


PatLeMehaute, a professional boardsailor 
from Florida, is sponsored by Fanatic Sail¬ 
boards. 




Circle Reader Service No. 95 


We’ve designed the most comfortable, 
durable, stylish and colorful harnesses ever 
built. 

It’s what you’d expect from the 
company that invented the harness and the 
spreader bar. 

Take our Hip Harness. It’s great for 
speed and slalom sailing. 

Our classic Waist Harness can be used 
alone or in combo with our Speed Seat. 

The Low Back chest harness provides 


back support and has shoulder straps to 
allow use of the upper body. It’s great in 
combo with the Speed Seat. 

Plus, you can use our new Powerstrap 
to lengthen or shorten your harness lines 
while hooked-in and sailing. 

Now, is it any wonder that when sailors 
use our gear they’re more than hip? -v 
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SAILORS WANTED OUR 
NEWHARNESSESTOBEHIP. 


AND WAIST. AND LOW BACK. 
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When it’s time to make tracks our two 
boom lines flash with performance. 

The new Micro-Light II booms are 
crafted from high-tolerance Easton 6061-E9 
aluminum. You get stiff, strong booms with 
significant weight savings in lengths from 4 
to 6 Yz feet. 

The Gold Series 6061-T6 booms echo 
the performance of the Micro-Lights, and 
come in lengths from 3 Yz to 5 Vz feet. 


You can get 1 Ya" or 1 %” tube 
diameters, as well as 70, 85 and 100 degree 
front ends. 

And, with the new Long Rear, you get 
12 ” of adjustment with each set of 
extensions. 

You see, lightning can strike 
twice. 
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THUNDER ACROSS THE 
WATER LIKE LIGHTNING. 


BOOM. BOOM. 



























One of the world’s greatest 
dive sites is also one of the 


Caribbean’s best windsurfing 
locales. Bonaire Beach’s newly 
certified Mistral Windsurfing 
School offers everything from 
a land simulator for beginners 
to sleek, high-performance 
boards and sails for experts. 
And, windsurfing is FREE ... 
as is sunfish sailing, mini-golf, 
day and night tennis, and a 
games and activities program. 

All this, plus the largest 
white sandy beach on Bonaire, 
the Black Coral Casino, and 
fantastic snorkeling and diving. 

Complete 7-night package 
including room, breakfast and 
personal windsurfer $590 
through December 18,1987. 


For information and 
reservations call I.T.R. 
toll free 800-223-9815. 
In N.Y. 212-840-6636. 
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who's who of the island turned out to show 
their support and enthusiasm for the 
event. But most of all, they made sure that 
everyone had a good time. 

Racing Starts 

The week of racing officially got under¬ 
way on Tuesday, June 9. It was immedi¬ 
ately obvious that the Aruba Hi-Winds was 
going to be an exceptional event when the 
booming voice of Ricky Ryan hit the air¬ 
waves. As announcer, Ryan added an extra 
note to the races, mixing blow-by-blow 
accounts of the on-the-water action with 
bright commentary. The race organization 
was superb. All heats were announced well 


in advance, eliminating confusion among 
the competitors and making it practically 
impossible for anyone to miss an event. 

The first order of the day was speed 
slalom. The course was a two buoy slalom 
downwind with 1500 meter legs. The wind 
stayed at a friendly 20 knots and gave 
everyone a chance to warm up and fine 
tune their equipment. By noon, one single¬ 
elimination round was completed for both 
amateurs and professionals. 

In the afternoon, the jibe slalom event 

1987 Hi-Winds Aruba 
Race Results 

Men’s Pro Overall 

7. Neuin Sayre (USA) 

2. PhilMcGain (Australia) 

3. Axel Ohm (Germany) 

4. John van derStarre 

5. David Ross (BV!) 

Women’s Pro Overall/Total Prize 

1. Anick Graveline (Canada) 

2. Julie De Werd(USA) 

3. Lisa Neuburger (USVI) 

4. Julia De Ruyter (Aruba) 


got underway on a six buoy downwind 
slalom course with legs of 350 meters. The 
wind picked up to 30 knots, making for 
some spectacular jibes and wipe-outs. 
Said sailor Diver Dan Bryan, “It was great 
watching the pros pile up as they jibed 
around the marks. They couldn’t control 
even their small sails in wind that intense!” 
Indeed, many of the amateurs brought 
sails that were simply too large for condi¬ 
tions in Aruba. As the pros rigged up their 
tiniest sails, conversation on the beach 
turned to sail sizes, with comments like, “I 
can’t believe this wind — I’ve never used 
anything smaller than a 5.0!” 

As the winds picked up, everyone soon 
realized they would get their money’s 


worth of high wind action. Races started at 
10 o’clock every morning and kept going 
right until 6 in the evening. This combina¬ 
tion of long sailing days and tightly orga¬ 
nized races kept everyone sailing at a 
grueling pace. 

Wednesday was a virtual replay of Tues¬ 
day, with speed slalom held in the morning 
and jibe slalom taking place in the after¬ 
noon. After two days of continual racing, 
two entire single-elimination rounds had 
been completed in both disciplines for all 
competitors. Professional Paul Muma 
commented, “At this rate, I’ll have done 
more slalom races in one week in Aruba 
than in all of the other events I’ve been to 
this year combined. The race committee is 
really using the time efficiently.” 

It was on Wednesday that Nevin Sayre 
and Anick Graveline got a grip on first 
place, and their domination of the Aruba 
Hi-Winds never faltered. After Wednesday, 
the real battle among the remaining com¬ 
petitors was for second place. 

Blown Away 

Thursday brought winds at a steady 30 
to 35 knots with gusts up to 40 knots for the 
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Hip deep in the hoopla—race organizers Ruben Croes and Anthony Blok. 
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lonv* dioiance races. Ed Angulo, concerned 
for the health and well-being of the com¬ 
petitors, began the day with a jibe slalom 
warm-up. Ricky Ryan announced that 
amateurs should consider “sitting this one 
out” unless they were very fit; even the 
pros were tired after Curacao, and the high 
winds were brutal to those not in top con¬ 
dition. 

In the afternoon, the winds were still 
howling for the distance races. The pros 
ran two ten mile races while the amateurs 
completed one. The course stretched from 
the island’s southwest point to its north¬ 
west point and back again. For many 
sailors, the reach proved to be the perfect 
site for practicing “Aruban catapults.” 

As a reward for their perseverance and 
survival skills, the competitors received 
free passes to Club Scaramouch, one of the 
island’s two hot discos. Aruba’s night life 
has few equals anywhere, and it’s common 
for locals to dine at 9 P.M., hit the discos at 
10, and party until 4 AM Some of the 
hardier boardsailors did their best to inte¬ 
grate themselves into the Aruban culture 
for at least one night, but not many were 
able to keep going past 1AM This night on 
the town gave everyone a chance to really 
cut loose—but it also took its toll on those 
worn out by the challenging sailing. 



On Friday the winds dropped back to 
“normal” and speed and jibe slaloms were 
run from 10 to 6. By this time, many 
exhausted amateurs had dropped out of 
the event and become full-time specta¬ 
tors. Diver Dan Bryan remarked, “You can 
really tell who’s in shape; they’re the ones 
who are still out there.” Even the pros, 
accustomed to complaining about no¬ 
wind conditions and resting on the beach, 
started muttering a bit about the non-stop 
action. 

The Wrap Up 

Saturday, June 13, was the last day of 
racing and was set aside as the “fun” day of 
the event. The pros ran two rounds of 
speed slalom in the morning, but everyone 
was amped for the afternoon speed trials. 
David Ross, on a slalom board in choppy 
water and gusty winds, hit a remarkable 
speed of 35 m.p.h. Nevin Sayre ran speed 
trials for more than an hour before one of 
the race committee members hit him with 
some shocking news: his carbon fiber 
booms, mast, and board could not be 
picked up on the radar detector. 
Undaunted, Nevin wrapped himself in alu¬ 
minum foil, prompting many to joke that 
perhaps he could pick up a new sponsor— 
SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 1987 
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Every sailor knows the greater the 
distance between the board and the sail the 
slower you go. 

Introducing the Gizmo. 

It’ll fix the whatzit. 

The Gizmo lets you lower the tack of 
the sail close to the deck. And less gap 
means more power and speed. 

Hand-crafted from 316L stainless steel 
and fitted with an integral steel cam cleat 


and twin brass rollers, it attaches easily onto 
your Windsurfing Hawaii base. 

Or, buy the Gizmo ready-to-go on one of 
our Short or Tall Power Series mast bases. 
You’ll improve your performance and lessen 
your rigging time. 

That isn’t too bad for a mere 
Gizmo. 
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windsurfing hawaii 


NOTANY WHATCHAMACALUT 
CAN CLOSE THE GAP. 


IT TAKES AGIZMO. 


You get better at windsurfing by 
practicing. 

But you can improve faster with the 
right sail. 

We’ve created lightweight, 
aerodynamically efficient sails that are fast, 
durable, easy to handle, and easy to rig. 

The WAVE RAF is ideal for 
performance wave sailing. 

The SPEED CAM camber-induced sail 
is for the competitor or speed freak. 


The SPEED RAF is for the sailor who 
wants a fast performance sail without the 
hassles of camber inducers. 

All of our sails include a new head- 
adjuster strap to allow you to fine tune the 
sail tension without changing the mast 
extension settings or the boom height. 

Practice makes perfect. The 
right sail makes perfection. 
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windsurfing Hawaii 

THREE WAYS TO IMPROVE YOUR 






SAIL. SAIL. SAIL. 
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FROM TERZO, 

THE PREMIER SPORTSRACK MAKER 
COMES AN EXCITING LINE OF 
SADDLE-DOWN BICYCLE CARRIERS. 

SAILBOARDERS HAVE KNOWN US FOR YEARS.NOW WE 
INTRODUCE A UNIQUE AND SAFE BICYCLE CARRYING SYSTEM 

■ TERZO OFFERS THE STRONGEST RUST PROOF RACKS ON THE MARKET 

■ TERZO RACKS FIT ALL MAKES AND MODELS PROPERLY 

■ A COMPLETE LINE OF SKI AND BOARD CARRYING ACCESSORIES AVAILABLE 



@ 2 @: 





THE PRO'S CHOICE IN SPORTSRACKS 


Available at quality bike, sailboard and ski shops. Dealers contact your Terzo rep. or in U.S.A.: Terzo, 19914 
S. Via Baron. Compton. CA 90220. Phone 213-603-9911, outside CA 1-800-321-1191. In Canada: WindRider 
Canada. 1747 W 3rd Ave., Vancouver. BC Canada V6J 1K7, Phone 604-736-3411, Telex: 4750879 
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FROM $99. 

4 DAYS/3 NIGHTS 


FROM $175 

8 DAYS/7 NIGHTS 


per person, obi. occ. 
nreslridionj moy opply. 


■ ■ ■■■ 


Be our guest. Stay at first class resorts while enjoying your 
favorite sport at nearby windsurfing centers. 

PARTICIPATING DIVI RESORTS 
ARUBA: Divl Divi and Dlvl Tamarljn Beach Hotels 
rarraDOS* DM Southwinds Beach Hotel and DM St. James Beach Resort 
BAHdAUlo. £ ona|RE; Djv| Flamlng0 Beach Hotel & Casino 

ST. MAARTEN: Divi Little Bay Beach Resort & Casino 
Where Barefoot elegance becomes a way of life... 

CALL 800-367-3484 FOR RESERVATIONS 

OkThotek Ini.. 520 W. Suu- S... Ith-C4. New York 14SS0. 607 277-3484. 


DIVI HOTflS 


pimI* Qairfar Sarvlr* No 17Q 


Reynolds Wrap. Decked out thw way, he 
put in a run of 33 mph to tie with Bjorn 
Schrader. Curses, said the other speed¬ 
sters; foiled again. 

Saturday was notable in many ways. 
Spectators flocked to the beach, having 
escaped their weekday jobs, and were 
treated to some great sailing, thanks to the 
marks set close to the beach. They were 
also entertained by a steel drum band and 
lent an enthusiastic response to the Miss 
Tango Contest, an Aruba bikini competi¬ 
tion. 



That night, the Divi Divi Beach Hotel 
hosted another fantastic party. The 
awards ceremony held few surprises— 
Nevin Sayre and Anick Graveline took top 
honors—the atmosphere was casual, 
warm, and friendly. The buffet barbecue 
seemed to invite table hopping and gen¬ 
eral partying, and everyone who attended 
had a last chance to cement new-found 
friendships. 

The awards presentation speech was 
given by Mike Springle, director of sales 
and marketing for the Playa Linda Beach 
Resort. In his speech, Springle welcomed 
boardsailors to sample Aruba’s ideal con¬ 
ditions. “Our winds and seas will, we 
promise, challenge the windsurfers to 
their peak of performance,” he said. “We 
invite windsurfers of the world to come 
and experience the thrills and excitement 
our island has for them, 52 weeks out of the 
year. We offer ideal weather conditions, 
calm emerald-blue waters, beautiful 
beaches, friendly natives and—most 
importantly—wind!” 

Springle also commended the two men 


Special Thanks 

Anthony Blok and Ruben Croes of Aruba 
Hi-Winds extend their personal thanks to the 
Playa Linda Beach Resort for its support of 
the Hi-Winds Prof Am and for providing prize 
money. Special thanks are also in order for 
the Aruba Tourism Board's support, to offi¬ 
cial carrier American Airlines, and to East¬ 
ern Airlines for the outstanding attention 
given to the boardsailors. Anthony and 
Ruben also wish to thank the businesses in 
Aruba for their interest and support of the 
event, and, most of alt, they'd tike to thank 
the windsurfers who attended and partici¬ 
pated in the race. 

They are proud to announce that plans for 
the 1988Aruba Hi-Winds Prof Am are under¬ 
way. The event is scheduled to take place at 
the end of June. 
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No worries here at the Play a Linda Beach Resort. 


mosi responsible for organizing the event. 
Anthony Blok and Ruben Croes are the 
prime motivators in Aruba’s push to 
become a world boardsailing center, and 
their efforts and determination in bringing 
this about have been ceaseless. 

For many, the awards ceremony and 
banquet were the perfect cap for a perfect 
week of sailing, but for others the night had 
just begun. One group, comprised mostly 
of winning competitors, hit the local 
casino to cash their checks! They’d have 
made it out with $35,000 in prize money, 
too, but some tried to increase their earn¬ 
ings right there at the casino. Ah, youth! 

The next morning the sailors began 
gearing up for their long treks back home. 
True to form, Anthony Blok was there to 
help make travel arrangements, transport 
boards and sailors to the airport, and make 
sure everyone was well looked after. East¬ 
ern Airlines also did its part to accommo¬ 
date the sailors and their equipment, 
making this usually frustrating part of 
world competition as pleasant as possible. 

Aloha, Aruba! 

Many factors combined to make the 
Aruba Hi-Winds Pro/Am very special. The 
natural wind conditions, warm waters and 
friendly inhabitants make Aruba a natural 
windsurfing paradise, but it was the people 
involved in the Hi-Winds that made this 
event a success. The courses were well- 
marked; the announcer was a true profes¬ 


sional; the races were organized and run 
on schedule; and members of the island’s 
government and local merchants joined 
with the race committee to support sailors 
from all over the world. It seemed that 
everyone on the island knew about this 
race and took part in it in their own way. 


Aruba is not just another Caribbean 
island. It has wind, waves—and fantastic 
people. O 


Compiled and written by the staff of WindRider. 
Special thanks to Pat LeMehaute for help in 
gathering the information. 
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PRODUCED BY: WINDFACE PRODUCTIONS 

RACE HEADQUARTERS: CAMINO REAL HOTEL CANCUN, Q, ROO MEXICO 
DISCIPLINES: 

CLASSES: 

PRIZES: 

RULES: 

EQUIPMENT: 

ENTRANCE FEE: 


SLALOM TRIANGLE LONG DISTANCE 
OPEN, MASTERS (OVER 35) MEN, WOMEN, HEAVY 
WEIGHT, LIGHT WEIGHT, B-FLEET 
PRIZES FOR 1st 3 PLACES IN EACH CLASS 
IYRU (PUMPING PERMITTED, LIMITED SAIL ADS) 
CHARTER AVAILABLE, PERSONAL EQUIPMENT 
LIMITED TO 1 BOARD, 2 SAILS 
$40 U.S. 


GREENWICH TRAVEL 
30 COMMERCE RD. 

RO. BOX 10180 
STAMFORD, CT. 06904 
(800) 243-3858 
(203) 967-3200 



PRODUCTIONS 


RESERVATIONS: 

CARMEN TRAVEL SVC. 
CALLE 63 #550 
RQ BOX 411 

97000 MERIDA YUC. MEX. 
TEL: (99239133) 
RICARDO JACOBO 
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WINDFACE PRODUCTIONS 
RO. BOX 2061 
LARCHMONT, N.Y. 10538 
(914) 235-3945 
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Left: Robert Brault shortboarding on Oahu. Below: Marshall McCoy at San Luis Reservoir. 



Boardsailing doesn't have to end 
when your hair turns gray. These folks 
aren't just sailing into the sunset, 
they're shredding! 




by Dick Fryklund 


bout a half dozen of us “seniors" 
gathered recently at Bryant 
Hungerford’s house on the water 
at Ocean City, Maryland, to wel¬ 
come him to our world. 

He wasn’t too sure he wanted to 
be welcomed. 


It was, he pointed out, only his 45th 
birthday— WindRider's minimum age for a 
senior sailor. Hungerford, a well organized 
young... 1 mean, a well organized old 
gaffer who runs the boardsailors* package 
tour organization, Wind Surfari, said he 
has a different image of himself. He is not 
ready to mount a rocking chair on his sail¬ 
board. In fact, he is in his prime boardsail¬ 
ing wise. 
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We seniors assured him that he was 
indeed our kind of guy. Elderly, yes, but 
also an all-around sailor. Our group is liv¬ 
ing proof, we said, that in the windsurfing 
world, life can begin at 45. 

“Want to jump off waves at Maui?” we 
asked him. Our Bill Hancock and Denny 
Moore have been there and done it, and 
will be glad to jump with you. Or, go with 
Ray Jacobs, a senior who lives in St. Clair 
Shores, Michigan. He reports that in his 
last sailing group at Maui, more than half 
the people were over 45 and several were 
in their sixties. 

Or, do you just like to sail around and go 
faster than the others? We’re all specialists 
at that. 

Teach? Go with our group's Jean Duane 
or Walt McCann. 

Freestyle? Fritz Glas of Cape Coral, Flor¬ 


ida, will work out with you. 

Race? Learn? Stick with us; we're still 
your kind of sailors. 

To demonstrate that sailboard life goes 
on after 45, we took Hungerford for a sail. 
We also told him about the encouraging 
findings of the WindRider survey of senior 
boardsailors. The responses show that 
seniors do it all... everywhere. 

Our birthday group was a typical 
seniors mixture. 1 was the oldest at 65. Oth¬ 
ers were in their forties, fifties, and sixties. 
We had one senior woman. Our boardsail¬ 
ing experience ranged from a few years to 
a decade. 

We invited Hungerford’s son Bobby to 
sail with us—and that’s typical, too, 
because boardsailing tends to be a father- 
son-mother-daughter sport. 

Windsurfing is certainly a sport for all 



















SeniorSailorLvdwikMirabilofVancouver, British Columbia. 


ages. In fact, the ages in our little group 
were not at all impressive when you talk 
with Paul and Mary Pinkey of West 
Chester, Pennsylvania, who are both in 
their seventies, and are competitive racers 
and active teachers. They sail all over the 
world; in fact, they taught our Walt 
McCann. 

Bill Hancock, an independent movie¬ 
maker by profession, said he had sailed at 
races with people in their eighties and has 
pictures to prove it. 

Since boardsailing is a young sport- 
invented 20 years ago, it gained wide¬ 
spread acceptance and popularity over 
the past 15 years—an 80-year-old would 
have to have had his first lesson at 65 or 
older. That’s reasonable, as my daughter 
and son can verify. My own first lesson was 
46 


a 60th birthday present from them. Our 
Jean Duane got her first board and lesson 
from her husband as a 50th birthday 
present. (Actually, she wasn’t all that 
pleased at the time; she was expecting a 
sports car.) 

Jonathon Ingersoll of Leonardtown, 
Maryland, reports that he bought his first 
board as an antidote to a depressing 50th 
birthday. Ingersoll took his first lessons 
from a couple of students at St. Mary’s Col¬ 
lege, where he teaches. The helpful pair, 
Scott and Kathy Steele, are now world 
famous. 

Another lively beginner, Ken Ross of 
Denver, Colorado, told us that he learned 
at 65—some seven years ago. And where 
did he go for lessons? To Maui and to the 
swinging singles mecca of Club Med in 


Cancun, Mexico. 

Evelyn Supanick of Fort Myers, Florida, 
learned three years ago when she was 57. 
Since then, she has also taken up scuba 
diving and water skiing. 

Seniors generally enjoy teaching. My 
first teacher was a senior and a classic fig¬ 
ure in the sport. Dr. Roger Sears—he’s a 
dentist—has taught hundreds, many in 
their sixties and seventies, at Kitty Hawk, 
North Carolina. A true pioneer, he taught 
himself on a Windsurfer in 1970 when he 
lived near Washington, D.C.* He started 
teaching summers at Kitty Hawk and then 
did the logical thing—he moved his dental 
practice there in 1979. Kitty Hawk became 
one of the great sailing centers in the U.S., 
and Doc Sears supervises the teaching at 
Bayside Watersports. 

Eddie Yo points out that wind¬ 
surfing “is perhaps the only sport 
where a person comes into direct 
contact with three elemental 
forces of nature: air, water, and 
sunshine.” 

Ken Ross’ wife and kids — they’re 
grown and gone—do not sail, but that’s an 
exception among seniors, since boardsail¬ 
ing is normally a family sport. Susan Kier- 
sted of Amherst, New Hampshire, is more 
typical. She outlined her sailing life in a let¬ 
ter and then added that her husband’s 
answers would be exactly the same as 
hers. We were tempted to check that with 
Roger because Susan also said that she 
sometimes beats him racing. But . . well, 
let it be. 

Bill Taber of Rockford, Illinois, took the 
lead in the sport with his own “juniors.” 
After some intensive teaching, he now has 
five daughters, one son, and four sons-in- 
law who windsurf with him. 

Fred Merryweather of Akron, Ohio, 
taught his three children. “Now they are 
very good at it,” Merryweather reported. 
“Now they teach me or just pass me.” 

Of course, it’s not always a family sport. 
Maggie Smith of Portland, Maine, reports 
that, “My husband would have nothing to 
do with it. We divorced ” 

Seems fair. 

And so our group assured our birthday 
senior that boardsailing is almost always a 
close family sport and that his son Bobby 
would not abandon him in his sunset 
years. And we assured Hungerford that he 
could continue to be an all-around 
sailor—no need for a rocking chair. 

We even expanded the world of board¬ 
sailing for his benefit. For his birthday, we 
invented the Senior Sailors Ceremonial 
Sail-by Salute. While Hungerford sat in a 
drifting boat, we sailed past him, in tight 
formation, dipping our sails in salute. 
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Ai Urctfi that’s what we tried to do. Actu¬ 
ally, ii was a lousy May sailing day at the 
Maryland beach—not much wind, cold 
and murky. Those of us using middle-to- 
small-sized boards had to concentrate 
more on keeping them afloat than on 
maintaining the tight formation. And 
although we assured old Hungerford that 
we would perform a coordinated sail-dip 
salute, it was more like the mark-rounding 
chaos of a novice race. 

But given decent wind, any bunch of 
seniors could have done it right. 

Seniors even have their own racing 
organization. The Senior Boardsailing 
Council has about 100 members who take 
part in a series of regattas, culminating 
with the National Seniors each year at 
Hilton Head, South Carolina. This year’s 
Nationals will be September 10 through 13. 
(Old folks as young as 35 can join the 
Council by sending $5 to Windsurfing 
Hilton Head, 232 South Sea Pines Drive, 
Hilton Head, SC 29923.) 

Chairman Ted Overton says that the 
purpose of the council is to encourage the 
over-35 crowd to race and to maintain age 
classification in racing. The oldest Council 
racer is 73. A number of women racers are 
in their sixties. The women have their own 
special programs, including a Mother’s 
Day clinic with the kids. 

The racing circuits are attractive and 
popular with retired seniors. Harold 
Zweifel of Palm City, Florida, is only 57 but 
retired and able to sail most days of the 


week, weather permitting, using his Mis¬ 
tral Superlight or Equipe. He has been first 
in his age group at Hilton Head. Harold’s 
wife doesn’t sail but she works as his man¬ 
ager, keeping the files on regattas and 
making the travel arrangements. 

Howard Adriance of Kingston, New 
York, is retired also and races his Fanatic 
Fox and Bat in local regattas. What he most 
likes about the sport, however, is the 
“inner reward.” 

“It can be whatever you want it to be,” he 
told me, “challenging, tranquil, broaden¬ 
ing, social.” 

John Batey of Oklahoma City is another 
racer who competes mostly in local meets. 
Oklahoma, with plenty of huge, man-made 
lakes, has an active racing as well as a just- 
fooling-around program. Batey also sails 
on Lake Cheney in Kansas—one of the 
most consistently windy boardsailing cen¬ 
ters in the United States—and in windy 
Corpus Christi, Texas. 

But like most boardsailors, many 
seniors race informally. They just like to 
sail faster than the others, juniors or 
seniors. 

As Nancy Zehnder of Elk Grove, Califor¬ 
nia, put it, “I like as much speed as I can 
handle. If there’s no fear, it’s no fun. I’m not 
interested in formal racing, just learning to 
sail in strong wind and rough water under 
control.” For speed, she has an F2 Comet; 
for lazing along, an old O’Brien Freesail. 

Another with a zest for life is 65-year-old 
Paul Martin of West Reading, Pennsylva¬ 


nia. ‘There is always something new to 
adapt to and learn,” he said, “and I love the 
wind, sun and water. There was a time 
when I thought sex was the greatest inven¬ 
tion, with money a close second. Now I 
think windsurfing is tied for first.” Paul 
sails on lakes in Pennsylvania, on bays in 
New Jersey and New York, and offshore at 
various Club Meds. 

There are as many reasons to sail as 
there are seniors—or juniors for that mat¬ 
ter. John Irvin of Ottawa, Ontario, sails for 
the freedom. “I was a boat sailor, and I am a 
skier, both at competitive levels. If I had to 
choose one sport for life, it would be 
boardsailing. It’s free and uncrowded.” 

The Canadian seniors are organizing, 
too. Irvin reports that there are 30 to 40 
keen master racers in Eastern Canada. In 
fact, they were the largest age group last 
year at the Windsurfer Canadians. The 
World Masters Games at Toronto saw a 
fleet of more than 100 senior sailors. 

Irene Westbye of Vail, Colorado, likes 
the fact that she can sail on her own. “Yet, 
when I get to the lake,” she says, “there’s 
plenty of sociability. And I like the physical 
challenge and the challenge of dealing 
with the elements.” Westbye not only sails 
the Colorado lakes but also is one of the 
many seniors who visit the Club Med 
resorts where she races as well as cruises. 

Pat Honeyman of Oakton, Virgina, sails 
her Mistral Superlight and Tarifa in the 
North Carolina Outer Banks and the 
Chesapeake, and has taught two daughters 















Since 1981, Simmer Style 
has brought you the 
ultimate in high 
performance. Windsurfing 
enthusiasts around the 
world choose Simmer Style 
• because for them, just like 
for Malte and Klaus, there 
are only two factors out on 
the water: total reliability 
and ultimate performance. 
Now available in three 
distinct lines , Simmer Style 
sails are custom tailored to 
suit your style. Experience the 
ultimate in function and 
quality. Push the limits of your 
own performance. 

Sail Simmer Style. 


Look for Simmer Style at your nearest high-performance dealer. 
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months off from work each summer to sail 
on Lake Michigan. He sails with a son and 
particularly likes the good feeling that 
comes at the end of the day: “a feeling of 
good health, a feeling of peace, both men¬ 
tal and physical, and a feeling of well- 
being” 

Ranking right up there in the have-it-all 
category is Mike Anderson, a captain for 
American Airlines. His job forces him to 
stay over regularly at Barbados, where he 
rests up on his Mistral Diamond Head and 
new Hookipa—plus two Barbados-made 
custom boards. 

One not so surprising fact is that senior 
sailors are found wherever good sailing is 
found, in difficult as well as easy sailing 
conditions. Our birthday honoree agreed. 
In his business, putting together package 
windsurfing vacations, he must find 
adventurous as well as quiet sailing for the 
old folks. 

“Seniors have more time for vacations, 
more interest in instruction in advanced 
sailing, and more money to spend on 
travel and equipment,” Hungerford 
remarked. “Maybe being over 45 really 
isn’t all that bad.” 

With that, we left the old codger to enjoy 
his golden years. O 
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He/go and Gerda Evenson taking a break at Kailua, Oahu. 


and a son. But none of them can keep up 
with Mom, so she joins other seniors on 
their trips. 

Frank Bennett of Fresno, California, who 
sails with his three children (his wife 
cheers them on), likes “the unparalleled 
camaraderie” and the “communication 
with nature and the rush afforded.” 

Howard Kestenbaum of Massapequa 
Park, New York, spoke for hundreds of 
seniors when he said, “I’ve no thoughts of 
work or other problems when boardsail¬ 
ing ” Howard sails his old Mistral, Naish 
Hawaii, Magnum 390, F2 Strato, and Aitken 
911 off the Long Island Beaches. 

Fred Minkow, a surgeon from Bloom¬ 
field Hills, Michigan, said, “Boardsailing is 
challenging, exciting, graceful, and com¬ 
bines athletic ability with finesse. It is also 
unique in that when I sail I can feel and act 
as young as I want, and nobody minds.” 
Fred’s batch of boards and equipment 
make him particularly popular with 
Fanatic, HiFly, Bic, and Aquata. 

Eddie Yo of Davidsonville, Maryland, 
points out that windsurfing “is perhaps the 
only sport where a person comes into 
direct contact with three elemental forces 
of nature: air, water, and sunshine. These 
forces, touched by windsurfing, infuse a 


feeling of total well-being and freedom in 
me. High wind cruising, especially, gives 
me a natural high. . a rush... an indescrib¬ 
able exhilaration.” Yo sails the 
Chesapeake Bay and the Florida Keys. He 
has a home and a full set of boards and 
equipment in both places. 

One not so surprising fact is that 
senior sailors are found 
wherever good sailing is found, 
in difficult as well as easy 
sailing conditions. 

The seniors have a reassuring word 
from Jerry Vass. Jerry, who lives in Tel- 
luride, Colorado, reports that “God doesn t 
count me off for the days spent boardsail- 

ing; they are freebies from Heaven. 

A senior who almost “has it all’ is Davi 
Gottlieb of Evanston, Illinois. He has 
arranged his life so that he can take two 




i 


a 


Photo by 







































FEATURES 

Material: GEM cloth & GEM film on 
leech and foot panel. Battens: 
Medium Taper. DBS: Dual Batten 
System with Teardrop reinforcement. 
Finger Patch on Clew. 
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t right, Oahu photographer Sunstar used 
a mast mounted camera with a wide¬ 
-angle lens for this shot of Wyatt Jones 
riding a wave. Above, from Dan Merkel, Dave Kalama 
stays ahead of a very dangerous chunk of Pacific ocean 
at Hookipa. Check Board Briefs this issue for more on 
Dave. At left: Sometimes the sea looks like liquid gold. 
Photo by Ron Dahlquist. 



CO 

ir 



Photo by Dan Merkel 




































Ten boards to fill the gap between your sinker and 
your all-around cruiser. 


by Tom James 


W ell, this is it: we’ve made it to 
the last board test of the year, 
and we know you’ve wanted 
one board from each test 
group. ‘‘What else can there 
possibly be?”you may ask. Certa inly the 55 
boards we have reviewed to this point 
must cover the entire gamut of wind and 
water conditions known to mankind. How 
can we throw 10 more at you? 



At this point, you must be totally baffled 
by the variety of boards that are reputed to 
be good in all conditions, or you have 
come to the realization that even if a board 
is good in all conditions, you most likely 
won’t be happy using one board all the 
time. A dedicated professional probably 
owns at least 10 boards to ensure that he is 


for any conditions he may encoun- 
lis gets to be expensive, however, 
lost people want to enjoy as much 
I as possible while spending as little 
/ can on equipment. 

a .! _urinHciirfir 



istrating spon i u uic uiwcwunvM 
e This guy probably owns an all¬ 
type botfd, or what we’d call a “big 


board.” Every time he goes to the beach for 
a session, it’s always too windy for him to 
be comfortably in control. Meanwhile, the 
guys on shortboards are as happy as a sail 
repair man at Hookipa, zipping around at 
mach speeds and cutting turns that this 
poor guy’s “big log” could never handle. 
Discouraged, our gremmie will sell his big 
board and buy a shortboard, one around 
9’. When he returns to the beach, he dis¬ 
covers the wind has dropped to a new low, 
and the guys who were screaming around 
on their shortboards the day before are 
once again milking the lake for every drop 
of fun they can get by freestyling and trian¬ 
gle racing on their big boards. It is here 
that the gremmie learns The Tom James 
Quiver Law: “The wind is always optimum 
for the piece of equipment you just sold.” 

One step above our gremmie is the guy 
who thinks he can outsmart the wind by 
buying a shortboard to have around as a 
complement to his big all-around board. 
This is certainly a step in the right direc¬ 
tion, but with this set up, our hero will soon 
learn the First Postulate to the Quiver Law: 
“If you own only two sizes of a particular 
piece of gear, it is always too windy to use 
the larger, and not windy enough to use 
the smaller.” 

Board manufacturers have studied the 
Quiver Law and its corresponding postu¬ 
late for several years, and have definitely 
concluded that windsurfing for all but the 
most recreational-minded among us is a 
two-board sport. However, after years of 
employing the First Postulate of the Quiver 
Law and urging consumers to buy a “big 
board” and a “shortboard,” our manufac¬ 
turers were struck with a flash of brilliance 



and developed the transition board—a 
sailboard designed to act like a shortboard 
but in a much broader wind range. 

Of course it will take many years of sci¬ 
entific testing to discover if a Universal 
Truth such as the First Postulate is refuted 
by the mere invention of transition boards, 
but preliminary findings seem to indicate 
the board companies might just have 
something here. If your big board has an 
ideal wind range of five to 12 knots and a 
transition board has an ideal range of 12 to 
25 knots, it certainly appears that a major 
coup over Mother Nature has been won. 
Our logistic experts here at the magazine 
are currently researching this finding at 
great personal sacrifice to themselves 
through constant weekend sailing! 
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I can hear some of you out there saying, 
“There are slalom boards that can plane in 
12 knots, a fact which would seem to refute 
the First Postulate." You budding Ein¬ 
steins must take into account the Wind 
Fickleness Principle, which states: “If, by 
chance, the wind happens to be the right 
velocity for your shortboard, it will be 
blowing in the wrong direction." Since a 
transition board has a fully retractable 
daggerboard, a sailor can leave the beach 
in dead offshore winds, travel out to the 
point where the wind is good, retract the 
daggerboard and carve shortboard jibes 
all day long; later, he can simply kick the 
daggerboard down and beat back to his 
starting spot. 

Sailboard researchers diligently studied 


every body of water on the planet and 
determined they either had to provide a 
continuous taxi service back upwind for 
all beginning shortboarders, or create a 
group of boards in the 10’6” to 11’ range 
with about 150 to 175 liters of volume, 
retractable daggerboards, footstraps, and 
sliding mast tracks. These boards had to 
be fast, easy to uphaul, jump, and get 
upwind, and great for carving jibes. They 
needed to be able to stay afloat in low 
winds yet still be light enough for sailors to 
carry. 

Sounds like a great board, doesn’t it? 
Well, with so much prestige and emphasis 
put on riding shortboards, the manufac¬ 
turers decided to call this new group 
“transition boards." At first these newcom¬ 


ers were viewed simply as stepping stones 
to get away from big boards and into the 
realm of shortboard sailing. Once the 
sailor had his waterstarts and jibes wired 
on his transition board, he was expected to 
sell it and buy a shortboard. 

That is exactly what most of the early 
transition board buyers did; but then these 
new “shortboarders" found themselves 
stranded on the beach, while the “dweebs" 
they just sold their transition boards to 
v/ere out sailing, having all the fun. The 
time spent in contemplation on shore gave 
our new shortboarders a first-hand under¬ 
standing of The Quiver Law and Wind Fick¬ 
leness Principle. Ultimately, they realized 
that transition boards were not just ideal 
boards for making the step from big 
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THE CARIBBEAN 

Spacious uuhite sandy beach, coco¬ 
nut palms, exotic flowers and de¬ 
lightful trade winds. On the calm, 
clear-blue waters of famous 
Dickenson Bay. The sunbather's, 
sports enthusiast's and yachts¬ 
man's dream. Tennis, golf, water- 
skiing, sailing, snorkeling and scuba 
diving all available, fl disco and ca¬ 
sino are adjacent. 


flsk about our group rates. 


Full line of Mistral boards and equipment. 
Certified Mistral School. 



Hotel ** 

For information call toll free (800) 526-9059. 

In New Jersey (201) 934-1345. In Canada (416) 283-2507. 
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TURBO-CHARGE YOUR SAILBOARD. 


Attention Speed Freaks! No other sail 
is better for flat out speed than the 
Banzai Bullet™. Here’s why. The 
Bullet’s patented leading edge foam 
"wing” with secured full-length battens 
creates more thrust, more power with 
less induced drag than RAF’s and 
"cambers”. It lets you sail to windward 
better even without a centerboard. 


TVvo unique ’ wing'' profiles. 



The shape stays locked in to prevent 
backwinding collapse—no more 
slamdunks. And it’s a snap to rig. 
New improvements make the Bullet 
sail lighter, easier-to-handle. The 
Bullet is available in sizes from 3.7 to 
105m 2 , in custom colors. Write or call 
for more info today. Ask about the 
new GAP PAD™ 

Banzai Surf Sails 
38807 Harper Ave. 

Mt. Clemens. Ml 48043 
(313) 468-7540 

US. Patent -4593638 
Foreign Patents Pending 



boards to shortboards, but also ideal for 
maximizing their time spent out on the 
water. 

Shortboards and longboards are alike in 
that they are quite a bit easier to sail 
than slalom boards. Some transi¬ 
tion boards, exemplified by the Sailboard, 
Alpha, and Fanatic, are designed for higher 
winds, have softer rails, a gunnier outline 
and fare quite well in chop. Although some 
of these high wind transition boards plane 
no earlier than a good slalom board, their 
top-end speed is quite competitive and 
their extra length and volume make them 
uphaulable. These boards sail in a manner 
remarkably similar to that of a giant slalom 
board, but have a daggerboard and mast 
track to allow them to be sailed in any wind 
direction. 

As an added bonus, the transition board 
is much more versatile than a big slalom 
board with a daggerboard. For the racer, a 
transition board does veiy well in light 

Ultimately, sailors realized 
that transition boards were not 
just ideal boards for making the 
step from big boards to short¬ 
boards, but also ideal for maxi¬ 
mizing their time spent out on 
the water. 

wind slalom races and usually cleans up in 
a moderately windy long distance race . 
Some models are ideal for lightweights to 
use as all-around funboards, or better yet, 
as boards for kids to learn on. A 160 liter 
transition board that feels a bit shaky for a 
220 pound adult in under 10 knots will 
carry an 80 pound child like a Windsurfer 
Star (an excellent wide stable board used 
almost exclusively for teaching). 

While transition boards are generally 
considered “second boards” for all but the 
lightest adults, they have the advantage of 
versatility, making them preferable to 
shortboards as second boards. A transi¬ 
tion board could become the most fre¬ 
quently used board in your quiver, 
especially if you’re a member of a wind¬ 
surfing family. Even for heavyweights, 
transition boards have an incredible wind 
range, handling everything from 10 to 25 
knots with ease. Of course, this doesn’t 
mean that shortboards are obsolete! 
Recent studies have provided windsurfing 
theorists with data leading to The Last 
Postulate to the Quiver Law: “If you don’t 
have a very short board, the wind will 
inevitably rise to a level where you will 
need one ” n 
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ALPHA 160-F 

A lpha says, “The 160-Fs uncompromis¬ 
ing shape guarantees surfing fun up to 
six on the Beaufort scale. The well 
designed daggerboard gives the board 
good cruising qualities even in light 
winds. An ideal starter board for women and 
lightweights, the 160-F is easy to uphaul. In addi¬ 
tion, the price/performance ratio of this board 
makes it particularly interesting—it offers the 
surfing qualities of an epoxy board with the 
durability of polyethylene.” 


ALPHA 160-F 


SPECIFICATIONS 


Length. 

.lO’lO" 

Weight. 

.33 lbs 

Volume. 


Suggested Retail. 

.N/A 


TEST TEAM COMMENTS 

LisaiThe Alpha 160-F is a great board forasmall 
person in light winds or for a big guy in high 
winds. It is very fast, and planes off the wind in 
less air than I expected. The overall construc¬ 
tion is excellent. This board seems very durable 
and has nice components. Although it is a little 
stiff in light air carving jibes, and somewhat 
hard to pivot jibe.it is fun in moderate winds. 
Steve: Of all the boards I sailed, the Alpha 160-F 
is one of the most impressive. It is a stable board 
that not only sails well in light winds but is a 
blast in higher winds. The single wing pintail has 
a mild double concave bottom which makes it 
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very responsive, and the vee in the tail is a defi¬ 
nite plus for rail to rail transitions. From my 
standpoint as an intermediate, the Alpha 160-F 
tacks very easily. For the ambitious novice who 
wants to learn shortboard jibes but still needs a 
daggerboard, the 160-F is ideal. 

Tom: Highlight: Everything. The Alpha 160-F 
does everything well. Because it performs in 
very light air, a smaller person should be able to 
learn on this board. I had the most fun sailing off 
the wind in high winds. The 160-F is very stiff 
and durable due to its polyethylene construc¬ 
tion. It jibes fantastically and is very good 
upwind. Footstraps, components, and overall 
feel are all great, and the hull is even rather light. 
This is a complete package. 

Nick: What a surprise! The Alpha 160-F really 
moves for such a long board and maneuvers 
through narrow jibes! With its large volume, it 
maintains speed through lulls remarkably well. 
All features work well, and the deck has very 
good traction (which has not always been the 
case with other Alpha boards). The hard rails 
and fast outline are what makes the 160-F such a 
successful performer. 


SUMMARY 

The Alpha 160-F seemed to be built especially 
for 1 ightweight sailors. We’re not saying that our 
bigger guys didn’t love this board—they did— 
but the 160-Fs clean design, cool looks, and 
great performance make it an ideal all-around 
board for a lighter weight person. For Lisa and 
Steve, this board performed quite well at sub¬ 
planing speeds, and planed as quickly as many 
much larger boards. Tom and Nick needed 
about 10 to 12 knots to really start having fun, 
but all four of the testers were impressed with 
the board’s speed and handling characteristics 
in moderate winds. We feel that this board could 
be fun in small waves and light wind conditions. 
The rails on the 160-F are tucked under dramati¬ 
cally, loosening the board up for footsteering 
and turns. With good vee in the winged pintail, 
high speed turns are a lot of fun. We were also 
impressed with this board’s features: it has 
good footstraps, a daggerboard and mast track 
which are easy to work, and a nice rig package 
with many different sail options available. O 


ALPHA 160-F—BEST FEATURES 


Handles everything from two to 20 knots with ease. 


Jibes like a shortboard; ideal for intermediates to perfect their 
carves on. 


Alpha gets epoxy performance out of this polyethylene hull. 
























































\^xY/U ij^LJ E>CS|J LEDSIJ2 



laanannnKCjnu-c;;:^! .;. • . jwMagnn 1 . - ::ygB 

ljaaan«nnnKGWL'?nc* ' . .: : v^r./^rawpiaaw.;: mi cm 

linppnouaFJunicii'i^rr.:-: > •.•./.rmnnr.ia^cf: :auq 



BIC REGGAE 

B ic says, “The Reggae is a transitional 
funboard for sailors who want the next 
step up in performance from an all- 
around recreational board. Designed 
with 190 liters of volume and a hydro¬ 
concave hull, the Reggae provides the stability 
and width not typically found in an 11 foot 
board. The hydro-concave hull provides early 
lift, planing and speed in a wide range of light to 
heavy wind conditions.” 

TEST TEAM COMMENTS 

Lisa: The Bic Reggae is a great light wind board. 
It planes upwind and off the wind with fantastic 
speed. Because it is very stable, it would be a 
good board to learn on and grow into. The 
board's high flotation is a benefit for light air 
planing, and does not hinder its jibing abilities 
whatsoever. The Reggae is surprisingly lively in 
light winds, and is great for smoking by your 
friends before they even start to plane. The 
components are excellent overall, but the fin 
could have been better. The Reggae is well con¬ 
structed, and the daggerboard’s foil is espe¬ 


cially good—and probably the reason it goes 
upwind so well. 

Steve: The Bic Reggae performs nicely on all 
points of sail—especially off the wind. Although 
it’s fast in light wind, the Reggae really takes off 
when the wind picks up. The wide mid-section 
and tail help the board plane quickly, yet it still 
remains stable and responsive at high speeds. 
The Reggae is easy to tack and uphaul, and is 
defini tely big enough to learn on. I had difficulty 
working the mast track, and the pointing foot¬ 
straps were placed too far back for me to be able 
to use them comfortably. The daggerboard 
works exceptionally well, but the cambered sail 
is difficult to tune. 

Tom: Highlight: Flotation. The Reggae is floaty 
enough to put the biggest of sailors on an 
extremely early plane, and maintian power 
through lulls. This is an excellent light air board 
with good handling qualities. It carves a good 
clean jibe without needing screaming winds, 
and tacks upwind with the greatest of ease. In 
very high winds (20 knots plus), the hull 
becomes difficult to control, but the board still 
moves quickly. The Reggae is the perfect board 
for learning shortboard technique without hav¬ 
ing to go to Maui to find the winds you thought 
you’d need to carve jibes. 

Nick: The Reggae is a buoyant light-to-moder- 


ate wind transition board. It is stable and easy to 
uphaul for larger sailors like myself. The Reggae 
would be a good board for the aggressive begin¬ 
ner to learn on and continue to enjoy as his 
skills develop. This board is fast upwind due to 
the trick hull design with its heavily domed 
deck. The Reggae may even be competitive in 
light air races. 


BIC REGGAE 


SPECIFICATIONS 


Length. 

.ll’l” 

Weight. 

.35 lbs 

Volume. 

. 190 liters 

Suggested Retail (Hull Only) .. 

.N/A 

Suggested Retail(Complete) .. 

. $1049 


SUMMARY 

At first, we didn’t know whether to include the 
Reggae with the funboards or transition boards. 
Although it is somewhat large to be called a 
“true” transitional board, we had only to sail the 
Reggae through a few turns to conclude that it’s 
a board for transitions. In fact, we all feel that 
the Reggae is one of the most versatile boards 
on the market. The Reggae’s high flotation and 
early planing characteristics will certainly 
please those stuck in light air regions, and its 
surprisingly good turning abilities will defi¬ 
nitely suit bigger people living in high wind 
regions. The hull is very thick, and the wide 
point is pretty far aft, which makes the board 
very lively but also a little jumpy at high speeds 
All the components work well, although we 
really felt the booms could do without the giant 
plastic pulley hook. Like other boards in Bic’s 
music theme line, the Reggae sports wild 
graphics. q 

WINDRIDER 


BIC REGGAE—BEST 

FEATURES 


This board excels in winds up to 20 knots. 


The winged squash tail really pivots this board around quickly. 


This board is planing and carving in less wind than most. 
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HOT SEAT Vi PRICE WITH DRIRIDER 


I 



For a limited time when you buy a DRIRIDER you can get 
a new ACCUSPORT HOT SEAT for only half price! 

The DRIRIDER is the ultimate 2-piece smoothskin neo¬ 
prene drysuit with pull-over top and long-john for warmer 
weather. 

The HOT SEAT is the latest in streamlined seat harnesses 
that features padded hips and leg straps for comfort and 
a lower back cinch for high-performance support. See 


Circle Reader Service No. 1 


your local participating dealer for details or call 
1.800-328-0022 (1-305-849-0916 in FL). 



4210 La McLeod Rd. 
Orlando, FL 32811 
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FANATIC BAT 

A ccording to Fanatic, the Bat is a fun 
gun, whose shape was inspired by the 
boards of the professional World Cup 
circuit. Its high top speed is a result of 
the progressive bottom shape, which 
is concave at the nose for maximum lift and 
double concave in the middle, with vee in the 
tail for smooth tracking. Narrow hard rails in the 
tail area, combined with the smooth outline of 
the rounded pintail, enable the Bat to be in the 
lead during maneuvers. The Fanatic Bat is the 
ideal transition board for those advanced 
sailors who have a real desire for speed and 
maneuverability. 

TEST TEAM COMMENTS 

Lisa: The Fanatic Bat is a great transition board 
for ail wind conditions. It planes off nicely in 
moderate winds and sails much like a board 
without a daggerboard. However, with the dag¬ 
gerboard down, it is easy to point anywhere you 
want. The Bat comes alive as the wind picks up. 

It has great speed off the wind, and good speed 
upwind. Furthermore, at low speeds, the Bat is 
fairly stable, so a lighter person who is deter¬ 
mined to learn could use this board. The overall 
construction is excellent and durable, with nice 


componentry. 

Steve: The Fanatic Bat is one of the most 
impressive transition boards in the test. When 
sailing off the wind in gusty conditions, the Bat 
feels like a locomotive racing down the tracks. It 
feels solid, stable, and fast, and goes pretty well 
upwind. The Bat is a responsive board, but it 
lacks the “loose” feel of a shorter board. How¬ 
ever, for a compromise between stability and 
maneuverability, the Bat does turn really well. 
One can lay the board on its rail and almost 
pivot around the boom end. It is also easy to 
uphaul and tack. The components range from 
excellent to poor; the footstraps and dagger- 
board are good, but the mast track needs some 
work. Nevertheless, this is an extremely ver¬ 
satile board. 

Tom: Highlight: Off the wind performance. For 
an all-around transition board, the Bat is out¬ 
standing. For performance off the wind, it is 
even better. It goes fast, and carves really nice 
turns. Stability is excellent for serious begin¬ 
ners and the hull is very light and stiff. Going 
upwind, the Bat is only average, but it can get 
you back home without any problem. Unfortu¬ 
nately, the mast track and daggerboard do not 
work too well, and the footstraps are somewhat 
spartan. Overlook these, and this is a great 
board. 

Nick: Good stiff transition board for power jibe 
introduction. The tail is basic and functions 


nicely to give early planing with good foot con¬ 
trol at planing speed. Carving jibes were smooth 
and the rail bite was efficient to maintain good 
brute speed through the jibes. It is uphaulable 
and affords a sailor a number of options. The Bat 
is a versatile transition board that looks and 
feels good. 


FANATIC BAT 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Length. 


Weight. 


Volume. 

. 160 liters 

Suggested Retail (Hull Only) .. 

.$950 

Suggested Retail (Complete).. 

....$1550 


SUMMARY 

The Bat is one exciting board to sail; it is fast 
and highly maneuverable. Lisa believes that a 
beginner her size could learn on this board due 
to its stability and ease of tacking, but it doesn’t 
have enough flotation for bigger beginners. Off 
the wind, the Bat flies with blinding speed, and 
even sails pretty well upwind considering its 
size. Its outline is fairly wide, but not really very 
thick, so it gets up on a plane early. For heavier 
sailors like Nick, however, the Bat needed good 
steady wind to sustain its plane. Steve liked the 
Bat in gusty conditions because he sailed easily 
through lulls. The Bat is available with an A.R «T. 
sail and booms, which received mixed reviews 
from the test team, as did the Bat’s footstraps, 
mast, and daggerboard. Don’t overlook the 
Fanatic dual joint universal, which makes get- 
ting the base in and out of the board very easy* 
yet offers al 1 the strength of a conventional joint. 
We see this as an excellent board for both the 
heavy person looking for true shortboard pe r ' 
formance, and the light person looking to 
improve in all conditions. ^ 
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KERMA 322 

K erma says, “The Kerma 322 is well 
known for providing slalom perfor¬ 
mance in a full floater transition board. 
Designed for radical use in higher 
winds, it is still uphaulable and 
equipped with a daggerboard to get you back 
upwind. State of the art features include a dou¬ 
ble concave ASA hull with a double winger 
squash tail for the best combination of early 
planing and sensitive footsteering.” 


KERMA 322 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Length. 

.10’6” 

Weight. 

.33 lbs 

Volume. 

. 165 liters 

Suggested Retail (Hull Only) ,. 

.$519 

Suggested Retail (Complete).. 

S599-S899 


TEST TEAM COMMENTS 


Lisa: The Kerma 322 is very stable for me but 
difficult to sail in light air; the stronger the wind, 
the better the board handles. It planes off nicely 
on downwind reaches, but its upwind ability is 
only average. The construction seems good, it 
has excellent components, and the fin and foot¬ 
straps are top of the line. 

Steve: I couldn’t rate the Kerma 322 at the top of 
the transition board group. The heavy, double 
winged square tail makes the 322 a poor light air 


performer, but it improves as the wind picks up. 
The nose is somewhat narrow, making the 
board difficult to tack, but it is fun to jibe in mod¬ 
erate winds. The 322 gets an even “good" for 
responsiveness. Although it is not too lively, 
footsteering is controlled and predictable. This 
board comes equipped with a good rig, excel¬ 
lent Rainbow fins, and an easily operable mast 
track and daggerboard system. 

Tom: As the wind increases, the 322 becomes 
more and more fun. The board’s off the wind 
speed is very good, and the hull can pull off even 
the trickiest of jibes. The rails are very hard and 
clean, which helps it hold in turns and gives the 
hull positive footsteering characteristics. This 
is one of the best boards Kerma makes, and it 
comes with an excellent rig. Keep in mind, how¬ 
ever, that the 322 is primarily a high wind board, 
as it tends to be unstable in light air. 

Nick: The Kerma 322 is a fast planer off the wind 
that jibes with control, and comes out of the 
turn with good speed. This board is fairly stiff, 
but this factor could be better in big chop. The 
board is narrow, but it is still pretty stable. At my 
weight, tacking with this narrow nose is a little 


difficult. The double winged squash tail and tri- 
fin arrangement make wave riding on this board 
a definite possibility on light air, small wave 
days. 

SUMMARY 

Much to our surprise, the Kerma 322 became 
more fun as the wind increased. Normally that is 
not the case with a board that has a winged 
squash tail, but we were laying down serious 
turns at 18 knots plus where we fully expected 
the Kerma to skip around the mark. Everyone 
agreed that this is a high wind board, excellent 
for the budget-minded sailor looking for short- 
board performance out of a hull with a dagger- 
board. The rig is well above par. We used a Neil 
Pryde Camber Lite, with a two-piece aluminum 
mast and a stiff set of Weichhart booms. The 
footstraps are excellent, and Lisa believes they 
are as good as any on the market. The dagger- 
board and mast track operate smoothly, and 
help make the board a real pleasure to sail with¬ 
out having to worry about breakdowns. This 
may be Kerma’s best board. O 


KERMA 322-BEST FEATURES 

HIGH WIND CONTROL 

Is remarkably smooth on the turns, and holds on the tight 
ones. 

CONSTRUCTION: 

ASA Is extremely durable, but Kerma’s formula allows for 
stiffness and light weight also. 

COMPONENTS: 

The mast booms and sail are all excellent, and the straps, 
daggerboard and track are top notch. 
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KERMA OSPREY 

I I K erma says, “The Osprey is the all- 
mm around funboard for lightweights, 
IK while doubling as a transition board 
■ ^ for full-sized aggressive sailors in 
■ •heavier winds. Superb jibing ability 
combines with smooth performance and speed. 
Osprey’s double concave enhances early plan¬ 
ing with excellent acceleration off the wind and 
good tacking to windward. Its shorter length 
and winged pintail shape add new dimensions 
to maneuverability. Experience the response 
and performance of a shorter board without the 
necessity of waterstarts." 

TEST TEAM COMMENTS 

Lisa: The Kerma Osprey is not an overly 
impressive board, but it does not do anything 
poorly either. It seems to get on a plane fairly 
quickly, but the Osprey’s speed is only average. 
The board is very stable, and someone my size 
would have no problem learning on it. Tacking 
is easy, and carving jibes can be done in high 
winds, but the board feels a little stiff. The foot¬ 
straps on this board are comfortable and the 
traction on the deck is good. The Neil Pryde sail 


has great colors, and provides power for a 6.0m. 
Steve: The Kerma Osprey is a durable double 
concave with a winged pintail that gets the 
board up on a plane early, but feels rather slug¬ 
gish off the wind. The ambitious beginner could 
learn to sail on this board, but it is a little hard to 
jibe, as it needs a good bit of wind to carve com¬ 
pletely through the jibe. I would not say the 
Osprey is particularly lively, but it tacks fairly 
well. Kerma supplies this package with an excel¬ 
lent rig, giving the sailor the option of a two- 
piece aluminum mast and a hip Neil Pryde sail. 
Tom: Kerma’s Osprey looks sharp. It has a clean 
outline and good colors. The construction looks 
I excellent, and the rig, with its Neil Pryde cam¬ 
bered sail and two-piece aluminum mast 
option, is very attractive. Performance is defi¬ 
nitely geared at high wind. The sharp rails bite 
pretty well in chop on the jibes, but tacking is 
rather hard, as these rails catch. Upwind perfor¬ 
mance is excellent; the Osprey is equipped with 
what seems to be the best fin available. The 
board is predictable, and not too lively, but sta¬ 
ble. For someone of my weight, it is fun to sail in 
over 12 knots. 

Nick: This is a nice funboard that is fun to sail 
and has components that are easy to use and 
simple to understand. Sharp rails and winged 


KERMA OSPREY-BEST FUTURES 



This board would certainly be competitive in regional races 
since it points so well. 


Hard rails, nice deck, and light, stiff, durable hull. 


Incredible package for under $1,000, and this one is priced 
well below that figure. 


pintail give this board good high wind perfor¬ 
mance with the daggerboard retracted, and in 
light wind, the Osprey is surprisingly sensitive 
and responsive. The rig is a powerful, 
lightweight package, and its Neil Pryde sail is 
well made, and a perfect complement for this 
board. I would say this is a great set up for some¬ 
one who wants a durable, versatile funboard. 


KERMA OSPREY 
SPECIFICATIONS 


Length.11’0” 

Weight.35 lbs 

Volume.175 liters 

Suggested Retail (Hull Only).$519 


Suggested Retail (Complete).. S699-S899 


SUMMARY 

Although none of the testers were over¬ 
whelmed by this board, it does everything very 
nicely, and is definitely a better than average 
board to learn on and progress on. The Kerma is 
an astounding value. For under $700 you can 
have a versatile, all-around funboard which is 
good for everything from learning to bay cross¬ 
ings. All the sailors loved the rig, a Neil Pryde 
cambered sail (at a slightly higher price), and no 
one had any complaints about the construction 
or components of this hull. The only problem, 
and one that seems to be consistent with all 
the Kerma’s, is that the nose is a little narrow 
and unstable on tacks. It presents no major di i- 
culties, though, and Nick said he did ! c l* 
this at all after he moved the mast track a 
little. Another very nice feature about this 
is that it sails upwind so well. This shou ^ 
the package even more attractive to beg 1 ^ 
who often find themselves downwind 
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KLEPPER 320 


K lepper says, “The 320 is a racy fun- 
board with enough volume reserve so 
that it is easy to tack and uphaul. 
Heavy sailors will have no problem 
with this board. Combining speed and 
maneuverability in equal portions, the Klepper 
320 is ideal for learning new sailing maneuvers. 
It has excellent upwind performance and is an 
all-around funboard for women, children, and 
other lightweight sailors. The continuous vee 
shape gives excellent footsteering characteris¬ 
tics, while making the 320 maneuverable and 
easy to turn.” 

TEST TEAM COMMENTS 

Lisa: The Klepper 320 is a great transition 
board for the entire family. It has great stability 
for a short board, making it a good board for 
learning, and its features make it controllable 
and fun in high winds. Because the footstraps 
were in the perfect position for me, I found the 
320 easy to footsteer. Jibing is easy, but the rails 
are thick and it was hard for me to really dig in 
on turns. The rig is a lightweight RAF with pleas¬ 
ant colors. You can’t go wrong with this board. 


Steve: This is a model transition board. The 
320’s finer qualities really shine in moderate to 
higher winds. This board is fast on all points of 
sail; it planes quickly and takes off in the gusts. 
However, the best characteristic of this board is 
its turning ability. The 320 carves through jibes 
outrageously well, and is super sensitive to foot 
pressure. It is also easy to uphaul and tack, but 
is much less stable in lower winds. Component 
wise, the 320 is good, but the footstraps leave a 
little to be desired. Although the booms are not 
micro-adjustable, they have a good feel to them. 
Overall, I would say the Klepper 320 is a fantas¬ 
tic choice for someone who wants a perfor¬ 
mance board with a little extra volume and a 
daggerboard. 

Tom: Highlight: Turns. This board carves a 
great jibe. The double concave with tapering 
planing rails really gets the board moving 
quickly upwind, but it does not feel as fast off the 
wind. This board is thick, so it is easy to uphaul, 
tack, and sail through lulls. The NPU sails avail¬ 
able through Klepper are light, colorful, and 
powerful to boot. Construction of the hull is 
very clean, and the edges are razor sharp. This 
Klepper is a new kid on the block, but a very 
tough one. This board is probably the most ver¬ 
satile in their line. 

Nick: The Klepper 320 is so fun and lively that I 


KLEPPER 320—BEST FEATURES 


One of the best turners around. The sharp rails really hold the 
carve. 


Footsteering is easily accomplished with minimal pressure. 


Board is thick throughout, so it is easy to tack and uphaul. 


grew attached to it. This board is easy to ride 
because it hops up on a plane and footsteers at 
the touch of a toe. The 320 is even more fun to 
jibe. It turns like a board much shorter and han¬ 
dles maneuvers with great agility. Off the wind, 
this board is very fast, partly due to the NPU 
6.9m 2 sail which closes off the gap perfectly. In 
short, this package seems like a good invest¬ 
ment to me. 


KLEPPER 320 
SPECIFICATIONS 

Length.10’6" 

Weight.245 lbs 

Volume.150 liters 

Suggested Retail (Hull Only).$1095 

Suggested Retail (Complete) $1645-$1795 


SUMMARY 

“Jibes like a shortboard,” is what everyone 
kept saying about the 320. This is one of the ulti¬ 
mate compliments a transition board can 
receive, but this Klepper’s performance is by no 
means summed up by its great jibing ability. We 
found this board very easy to sail. It is stable and 
easy to get on a plane, and, with the chined dou¬ 
ble concave bottom, it is definitely tackable for 
anyone up to 200 pounds. Steve said that 
“responsive” is his word for the 320, while Nick 
raved about the footsteering potential of this 
board. However, it is not necessarily a high wind 
board; the rails are quite thick throughout, and 
the ride tends to get a little bumpy. The only 
problem we had with the Klepper 320 was that 
the footstraps seemed a little cheap and were 
not very comfortable. Otherwise, everyone 
liked the look and feel of this board and the 
accompanying NPU sails, which are both light 
and powerful. q 
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O'BRIEM ELITE PLP 

O ’Brien says, “The Elite is an American 
revolution in recreational sailboard 
design and will do just about every¬ 
thing. Small sailors can learn on it 
while large sailors can excel on it. The 
Elite points higher than most 12 foot boards, but 
at 10’8”, it is nimble as a cat. With its sub-planing 
performance, women and smaller men can use 
the Elite as a beginning to intermediate board. 
Due to its relatively low volume, larger sailors 
can use the O’Brien Elite in high winds to master 
maneuvers not usually performed on boards in 
the 10 to 11 foot range. The Elite PLP will help 
developing sailors advance faster, sail more and 
swim less.” 

TEST TEAM COMMENTS 

Lisa: The O’Brien Elite would be a great transi¬ 
tion board for a person a little larger than 
myself. It is easy to uphaul and very easy to tack. 
It planes nicely on downwind reaches, and does 
fairly well on the upwind legs. This board is very 
heavy, and a bit too much for a lightweight to 
carry, but it would undoubtedly last a lifetime 


O'BRIEN ELITE PLP 


SPECIFICATIONS 


Length. 

.10’8” 

Weight. 

....34 lbs 

Volume. 

. 190 liters 

Suggested Retail (Hull Only) .. 

.N/A 

Suggested Retail (Complete).. 

.$799 


due to its durable construction. Neil Pryde has 
put some eye-catching colors on their light, 
easy to rig sails, which come with the O’Brien 
boards. 

Steve: The O’Brien Elite is one of the most sta¬ 
ble transition boards we tested. For this reason, 
I would recommend it to the lightweight novice 
or intermediate heavyweight. The Elite is a 
thick, heavy, polyethylene board with little 
rocker or vee. Although this board is easy to 
tack, uphaul, and sail upwind, it’s quite ponder¬ 
ous off the wind and not capable of carving a 
jibe. The Elite comes with an excellent mast 
track, easy to work daggerboard, and a nice Neil 
Pryde sail. Although it is not the board for 
experts, the Elite is an extremely attractive light 
wind board for beginners and intermediates. 
Tom: Highlight: Pivot jibes. Although the Elite is 
fairly short, it has lots of flotation and is very 
stable. The vee bow makes it sail like a long- 
board through chop and gives the hull excellent 
upwind ability. Its short length makes it super 
quick on tacks and jibes. The Elite starts planing 
at 10 knots, but is fun at wind speeds much 
lower. 1 would recommend this board to a 
beginner—which is rare for such a short 
board—but a heavy intermediate would enjoy 
this most. It is durable, fairly inexpensive, and 
very fun to sail. 

Nick: The Elite is great for getting the most out 
of whatever wind’s available; it is a flat-out go- 
for-it planer. It sails well in flat water and its vee 
bow cuts through heavy chop. The Elite is sta¬ 
ble, has lots of volume—and still holds speed 


well through lulls. This board maintains good 
speed sailing upwind but it doesn’t jibe all that 
easily. It is best in light wind for sailors who 
want a shorter board—it will float anyone. With 
this durable hull, you can surprise your friends 
by beating them in light air. 

SUMMARY 

The O’Brien Elite is a truly unique board. It is 
relatively short, but it sails like a longboard— 
which is opposite of what most manufacturers 
want to accomplish in a transition board. Ulti¬ 


mately, a sailor could not use this transition 
board for learning shortboard maneuvers. How¬ 
ever, this Elite is ideal for the beginner who just 
wants a shorter board. Our testers had no prob¬ 
lems tacking and uphauling this board; in fact, 
Tom thinks it is one of the fastest tackers and 
pivot jibers he has ever ridden. Nick was 
impressed by how quickly this relatively heavy 
board got up on a plane. The Elite has a lot of flat 
and is fairly beamy, which makes it hard to 
carve jibes and prevents it from being really fast 
in high winds. In light air, however, the O’Brien 
Elite is one of the most fun boards around. O 


O'BRIEN ELITE-BEST FEATURES 

HIGH VOLUME: 

Unusually high volume coupled with short length creates a 
niche for this board. 

a*™*™, 

This durable polyethylene board probably will never need its 
gracious five year warranty. 

p l) 

O'Brien is American made, and has a very low price for its high 
performance products. 
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SAILBOARD 330 

T he Sailboard 330 TD-Carbon is not 
another boxy transition board. While 
most manufacturers build their 330 
length board like a small race board, our 
330 TD-Carbon has the characteristics of 
a giant slalom board, which means it is fast in 
acceleration and very agile in jibing. The Neil 
Pryde slalom boom and slalom dual-batten sail, 
along with an aluminum adjustable mast exten¬ 
sion, new encased sliding mast track and super 
stiff aluminum daggerboard, complete this high 
performance set-up. 

TEST TEAM COMMENTS 

Lisa: The Sailboard 330 is a great transition 


board which works best in high winds. This 
board seems to want to take off more and more 
as the wind increases, but it is a little stiff in the 
jibes and difficult to tack. The overall construc¬ 
tion is excellent. The components, for example, 
all work great and have a solid, comfortable 
feel. The 330 comes with a nice Neil Pryde 
sail and great Neil Pryde booms. For a sailor my 
weight, this board is great at high speeds and 
would probably be an excellent board for some¬ 
one larger. 

Steve: This is one of the best high wind transi¬ 
tion boards made. The Sailboard 330 is ideal for 
the heavier sailor who wants something that 
sails like a shortboard yet needs the security of 
a daggerboard. The 330 has a long, drawn-out 
pin tail with a double concave bottom and 
chined rails. This gives the 330 incredible 


SAILBOARD 330-BEST FEATURES 



One of the few transition boards that can keep up with most 
slalom boards. 


Sailboard’s attention to detail is excellent; from footstraps to 
graphics, this board is hot. 


Can handle everything thrown at it, and still excel. 


straight-line speed and maintains a responsive, 
yet solid, feel in chop. Nice and drawn-out jibes 
are this board’s forte, but it does not cut the 
tightest turn, and it is a little tipsy on the lacks. 
In light air, this board is sluggish, and almost as 
unstable as a slalom board. This package is well 
equipped, and deserves serious consideration 
for those looking into transitional boards. It is 
an excellent versatile Lake Michigan-type 
board. 

Tom: Highlight: Speed. This Sailboard is very 
fast in its designed wind range. In about 15 
knots, the hull really takes off, and the double 
concave with chines feels great in rough chop. 
The thin tail holds well at any speed, and the 
board rides extremely smoothly when you’re in 
the straps. It has what appears to be a negative 
rocker profile, which keeps the nose down low 
when you are on the tail, but it also makes this 
hull tough to turn. Jibes are hard, but tacking is 
even harder. Nevertheless, I can hardly think of 
a board I’d rather have if it’s blowing hard off 
shore and 1 want to get out there, have fun, and 
still be able to get back to shore. 


SAILBOARD 330 
SPECIFICATIONS 


Length.10’10” 

Weight.28.5 lbs 

Volume.160 liters 

Suggested Retail (Complete) $1350-$1450 


Nick: This board is great to do it all on, but 
someone of my weight would have to be a pretty 
advanced sailor to sail it. This board is a luxury 
liner. It is super stiff, fast, and has great compo¬ 
nents which all work perfectly. The deck is flat, 
and you can really feel the board take off with 
extra acceleration, since you stand closer to the 
water line than usual. Jibing is a little sticky until 
the wind gets up to 18 knots, then this board 
jibes great. In lighter winds, putting the track 
way forward helps this board maintain a plane, 
but also makes it hard to tack. If I were to get a 
transition board, this well could be it. 


SUMMARY 

The fine overall workmanship on Sailboards 
always gets favorable reviews from our testers. 
The components always work perfectly, the sail 
and booms are inevitably excellent, and the 
boards are always very fast. We found the speed 
on all points of sail to be excellent, but off the 
wind in 20 plus is where the 330 really excels. 
The drawn out pintail is very thin, and can hold 
in the gnarliest of conditions without bouncing 
out. All of the sailors had some difficulty jibing 
this board, except Nick, who liked its positive 
feel in high winds. Tacking is another problem, 
as the Sailboard is not too stable. The transition 
board category is not the best for this board, 
because there are slalom boards which are 
more stable and easier to sail. However, as Steve 
said, if you feel the need for a daggerboard, but 
still want to keep up with the slalom speedsters, 
this is an excellent choice. The sail and booms 
are excellent Neil Pryde products, and the 5.9 
RAF Lite is fast, easy to rig, and as powerful as 
most sailors need. Q 
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Dthers make claims but everybody knows Seatrends are the fastest 
oroduction boards on the water. Top ratings again, Wind Rider 
Magazine 87 testing program, 90 Angulo Wave, 91 R. French High 
Wind Slalom, 94 Medium Wind and 95 Light Wind Slaloms. 

R & D is the key 

Having Ed Angulo on Maui and Randy French in Santa Cruzy -<> 
allows each of our models to be proven in the broadest-. 
variety of conditions. Each limited edition hull bears the > vS^j40^ 
name of its designer because they are proud of the 
performance of the finished product. Don’t pay. 

: or a fancy board name, pay for a proven desigrujjfi^ 
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The deck is a little slippery but would be fine 
with booties. Overall, the Tiga Swift would be a 
strong, durable transition board for the big guy 
in heavy winds, or the small guy in lighter winds. 

SUMMARY 

Although our testers sail each board for at 
least an hour, it takes almost no time for them to 
find out whether a board is going to make the 
grade or not. Happily, the Tiga Swift scored as 
an effective transitional package, almost as 
soon as the testers stepped aboard. This board 
planes quicker than most normal 160 liter 
boards, but we recommend it in winds over 10 


TIGA SWIFT 
SPECIFICATIONS 


Length.10’8” 

Weight.33 lbs 

Volume.160 liters 

Suggested Retail (Hull Only).N/A 

Suggested Retail (Complete).$895 


knots. For Lisa, 10 knots was about all she 
needed to get this board moving, and once on a 
plane, she was impressed with the way it jibes. 
Steve noticed that for the intermediate, this 
board carries itself through a turn nicely and felt 
that the Swift would be a good board for those 
sailors who tend to get stuck going downwind 
on their jibes. Everyone complained about the 
lack of non-skid on the bow, which made the 
deck very slippery on tacks. The remainder of 
the board offers traction without abrasion, a big 
plus for those who are still climbing back up on 
their boards more often than they’d like. The 
Swift’s rig is very nice with a Neil Pryde Fun duo- 
batten sail that can be used as an RAF by insert¬ 
ing longer battens and easy tie-off booms. The 
mast track was not too good, but with a few 
minor modifications, the Swift willundoubtedly 
be a very competitive transitional package. 0 


TIGA SWIFT 


T iga says, “Imagine a small funboard that 
planes, jibes, jumps, and surfs.. .that’s 
the Swift. But that’s not all. The Swift also 
offers the qualities of a longboard—it’s 
stable, easy to tack, and can be sailed 
upwind. The Swift was designed at the cross¬ 
over point between all-around pleasure and 
genuine funboard sailing. With the daggerboard 
down, it is the ideal board for youngsters or 
lightweight beginners. With the daggerboard 
up, it becomes an excellent board for the seri¬ 
ous enthusiast.” 

TEST TEAM COMMENTS 

Lisa: The Tiga Swift is a surprising transition 
board. It is fast off the wind, but I was not 
impressed with its upwind ability. It is tough to 
tack, but in high winds this is an excellent jiber. 
The deck is somewhat slippery, and the mast 
track has some problems staying in one place. I 
found the daggerboard difficult to retract while 
sailing, but the durability and construction of 
the board seem excellent. It comes with a great 
sail, and the booms seem very nice. The Swift is 
a nice board for recreational sailors but also a 
good choice for someone who wants to learn 
more advanced aspects of the sport. 


Steve: This is the best Tiga board to sail. The 
Swift is an enjoyable transition board. This full- 
lengthed double concave is speedy off the wind 
and an easy jiber. Turns are easy to initiate on 
this board, and carrying speed through lulls is 
no problem. The Swift has a nice responsive feel 
to it, but in higher winds.it seems too flexyand 
slaps the chop awfully hard. This board is hard 
to tack due to the small “ice skating rink” on its 
deck; the logo has no traction. In addition, the 
mast track tends to slide around. The rig is 
excellent and rounds out the board to make a 
solid package. 

Tom: This is Tiga’s best board with a dagger- 
board. Although it is not really stable enough for 
beginners, it is fun to sail in moderate winds, 
and is very good in high winds. The hull is a bit 
flexy, but it seems indestructible without being 
too heavy. The board performs best off the wind, 
but the mast track is difficult to position prop¬ 
erly. The sail is among the best on the market, 
and the rig has a good overall feel. My biggest 
complaint about this board is that there is no 
non-skid on the graphics at the nose. But when a 
board’s biggest problem can be fixed by using a 
spray can, it is really terrific. 

Nick: The Tiga Swift is a fun board in winds that 
are 12 knots and above. The board comes up on 
a plane nicely, and the bow penetrates chop 
powerfully. Going into a jibe, the Swift carves 
easily but seems a bit heavy to come around. 



TIGA SWIFT-BEST 

FEATURES 



Sturdy polyethylene will last forever, while offering adequate 
stiffness and lightweight. 



Jibes like a shortboard, while offering the stability of a long- 
board. 



Reaches surprising speeds for a poly board. Sails like a big Tiga 
Slalom. 
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VINTA 330_ 

A ccording to Vinta, “The 330 is a new 
addition to Vinta’s 1987 line. The qua- 
tro-concave board has all the neces¬ 
sary qualifications to be the ideal 
all-around funboard, combining high 
speed performance and course racing ability. It 
features the latest in molded board graphics, 
the usual multi-positional aluminium mast 
track, and a fully retractable daggerboard sys¬ 
tem.” 


VINTA 330 


SPECIFICATIONS 


Length. 

.10’8” 

Weight. 

.37 lbs 

Volume*. 

. 150 liters 

Suggested Retail (Hull Only) .. 

.$509 

Suggested Retail (Complete).. 

.$769 


TEST TEAM COMMENTS 


Lisa: The Vinta 330 would be fun for the family 
that has been sailing for a while, but is not 
exceptional in any category. This board is sta¬ 
ble, heavy, seems very durable, goes upwind 
well, and has good speed off the wind. It is easier 
to jibe than to tack, but for my weight, both are 
no problem. The rig is lightweight, but is not 
really powerful enough to get this heavy board 
going. 

Steve: This board looks as if it would go really 


fast, but the quatro-concave is only average at 
best. The Vinta 330 is not too easy to jibe, and is 
a little ponderous to tack. In light air, the perfor¬ 
mance is sluggish, and in higher winds this 
board seems to plow through the water rather 
than skip over it. Component wise, the 330 fairs 
better. The deck has a nice domed texture, and 
the mast track is easy to work. The 5.4 RAF is 
light, but not adequate for this board, which is 
too heavy and flexible to be powered up with 
such a small sail. 

Tom: This board gets planing pretty quickly for 
its length, but once on a plane, the Vinta 330 
does not really do anything too well. The multi¬ 
ple concaves in the nose give it good character¬ 
istics in chop, and it goes upwind nicely, but it 
does not turn easily, and its speed is only mar¬ 
ginal. The 330’s construction is excellent; the 
footstraps and daggerboard work extremely 
well, but the mast track slips sometimes and 
needs work. 

Nick: The Vinta 330 is heavy and slow at top- 
end speed, but is easy to get up on a plane. In 
about 15 knots, this board starts to footsteer 


pretty well, but it never really jibes better than 
average. The winger pintail should help it turn, 
but this board just does not want to carve jibes. 
The board is well constructed, and the straps 
are well placed, but it is not outstanding on any 
point of sail. 

SUMMARY 

The Vinta 330 is a short, fast-looking board 
with excellent construction, good components, 
and a light, easy to rig sail. However, this board 
did not perform as well as we expected. It is rela¬ 
tively unstable, having only 150 liters of volume, 
but the quatro-concaves get it up on a plane 
fairly quickly. Once on a plane, none of us found 
this board to be too lively, and turns were 
unusually difficult. The most positive aspect of 
this board is that it does very well in high winds. 
The board gives a smooth ride over heavy chop, 
and the weight of the board keeps it control¬ 
lable. This board would best suit someone in a 
windy area who wants the security of a dagger- 
board in his shortboard. We used a light, high 
aspect 5.4m 2 RAF which was easy to uphaul. O 


VINTA 330—-BEST Fj 

MATURES 


Heavy duty polyethylene with a glossy finish and high traction 
deck. 


Handles radical conditions fairly easily. Could be a good 
beginner’s board at the Gorge. 


Nice and light; perfect for the beginning sailor. 
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PERFORMANCE 

SUMMARY 


“i^H his concludes our test of the emergency 
|| boardtesting system. If this had been a 
I real emergency, you would be directed 
§| to your nearest windsurfing site. 
■ Remember, this was only a test." Seri¬ 
ously, this was the last board test of the year, 
and by now you should know better than to con¬ 
sider our reports to be the final word. It’s actu¬ 
ally a lot of fun to test boards yourself in a 
comparative environment, so attend all the 
demonstration days you can. Get the name of 
the representative for the board you are inter¬ 
ested in and track him down. He will most cer¬ 
tainly let you try out the boards he has available. 
The more boards you ride, the better able you’ll 
be to make an informed choice. We realize you 
may not have the time to test all the boards in 
this issue. If that’s the case, use our findings to 
.do some of your legwork. 


STABILITY 

One of the most important things a transition 
board can offer is stability. This is vital because 
many people who are not quite in the waterstart 
stage use transition boards to leam shortboard 
moves. According to our team, the most stable 
boards were: 

O’Brien Elite PLP 
Bic Reggae 
Fanatic Bat 


JIBING 

A* transition board is usually designed to jibe 
like a shortboard. With the daggerboard 
retracted, transition boards are remarkably 
similar to the transition slalom boards we 
tested in the July issue. If you want a transition 
board mainly to carve jibes, check these out: 
Klepper320 
Alpha 160-F 
Bic Reggae 

It’s actually a lot of fun to test 
boards yourself in a comparative 
environment, so attend all the 
demonstration days you can. 

SPEED UPWIND 

Remember, these boards have daggerboards 
that allow you to go out in shortboard condi¬ 
tions without worrying about your ability to get 
home. What good is a transition board if it 
doesn’t go upwind any better than a short¬ 
board? If you are always dealing with offshore 
breezes, one of these three boards could be 
your roundtrip ticket upwind and back: 

Bic Reggae 
O’Brien Elite PLP 
Sailboard 330 


SPEED OFF THEW 

We can live without a ioj. i but we’v • 

got to have speed! We’vo '.er!« br.jisition board ' 
actually win slalom races in Mnurr 20 knots. Our 
three nominees for Most Likeiy to Succeed m 
Speed are: 

Sailboard 330 
Alpha 160-F 
Fanatic Bat 

HIGH WIND PERFORMANCE 

Chances are, if you buy a transition board, 
this will be your high wind board. To survive 
high wind conditions, your board will have to 
cut through chop, dig in on turns, and even chop 
hop. Here are our breeziest transition boards: 
Sailboard 330 
Alpha 160-F 
Fanatic Bat 

QUICKNESS TO PLANE 

Obviously, you want to get your transition 
board up on a plane as quickly as possible so 
you can start doing your transitions. To give you 
the plane truth, we liked: 

Bic Reggae 
Fanatic Bat 
KIepper320 

RESPONSIVENESS 

Finally, it’s a real plus to have a loose, maneu¬ 
verable transition board. Here are our picks in 
this department: 

Klepper320 
Alpha 160-F 

Sailboard 330 O 


SattboardRacing 

THE INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF WINDSURFING COMPETITION 
By the Editors Of Sailboard News 


Sailboard Racing 
focuses its attention on 
competition and those consumers 
interested in the racing scene. 


□One Year (6 issues) $6 
□Two Year (12 issues) $11 


Name- 

Street Address 
City_ 



State, Zip--- 

□□□□ □□□□ □□□□ □□□□ Expires: □□□□ 

Send to: Sailboard Racing, P.0. Box 159, Fair Haven, Vermont 05743 



SpEEDiLoCKT 

BOARD INSURANCE WITH 
ONE LOW PREMIUM 



AVAILABLE BY MAIL ORDER 

IN THE UNITED STATES - (Duty paid) 

$ 12,95 U.S. Funds ea. plus $2.00 ea. 
Handling & Priority Mail. 

IN CANADA (Quebec residents add 9% tax) 

$15.95 Can. Funds ea. plus $2.00 ea. 
Handling &1st class parcel post 
PAYMENT BY MONEY ORDER, C.O.D. OR CHECK 

MOTION DESIGN CREATIONS INC. 

P.O. Box 359, Hudson, Quebec 
Canada, JOP 1HO, (514) 458-4367 

CANADIAN & UNITED STATES 
PATENTS PENDING 
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Mistral's is 

Red Hoi ss i These 
Caribbe^ "First Resorts." 


ANTIGUA, W.l. 

Anchorage Hotel. 

... 800-526-9059 

Pineapple Beach Club. 

. . . 800-223-9815 

Half Moon Bay Hotel . 

... 800-223-6510 

ARUBA, NA. 

Aruba Holiday Inn* . 

Aruba Palm Beach Hotel* . 

... 800-465-4329 

... 800-223-1588 

BAHAMAS 

Abaco: 

Treasure Cay Beach Hotel. 

... 800-327-1584 

Eleuthra: 

Windermere Island Club . 

.. . 800-237-1236 

Nassau: 

Nassau Beach Hotel . 

,.. . 800-223-5672 

Paradise Island: 

Sheraton Grand Hotel . 

. ..800-325-3535 

BARBADOS 

Discovery Bay Inn. 

,... 800-223-6510 

Grand Barbados Beach Hotel .. 

.. .. 800-223-9815 

Heywoods . 

.... 800-223-9815 

BELIZE 

Ambergris Cay 

Sun Breeze* . 

011-501-026-2191 

BERMUDA 

Glencoe Hotel . 

.... 800-468-1500 

BONAIRE 

Bonaire Beach Hotel* . 

.... 800-223-9815 

GRAND CAYMAN 

Hyatt Regency. 

... . 800-228-9000 

Treasure Island Resort . 

.... 800-251-3052 

GRENADA 

Remada Renaissance . 

.... 800-228-9898 

JAMAICA 

Couples (Ochos Rios)* . 

.... 800-858-8009 

Hedonism II (Negril) . 

.... 800-858-8009 

High Winds Jamaica 
at Silver Sands (Trelawny)* . 

. ... 800-237-9445 

Jamaica Jamaica (Runaway Bay) 

* . 800-858-8009 

The Half Moon Club 
(Montego Bay)* . 

.... 800-237-3237 

PUERTO RICO 

Club Vela Surf (San Juan)*_ 

. ... 809-725-8151 

ST. LUCIA 

Marigot Bay Resort . 

.... 800-535-7289 

Smuggler's Village. 

.... 800-221-1831 

St. Lucian Hotel. 

.... 800-223-9868 

SINT MAARTEN, N.A. 

Mullet Bay Resort & Casino ... 

.... 800-468-5538 

ST. MARTIN, F.W.I. 

Le Galion Beach Resort* . 

.... 800-223-9815 

BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS 
Virgin Gorda: 

Bitter End Yacht Club. 

....312-944-5855 

U. S. VIRGIN ISLANDS 

St. Croix: 

Grapetree Beach Hotel* . 

.... 800-223-1588 

Salt River Marina* . 

... 809-773-4810 

ChenayBay. 

. ... 809-773-2918 

St. Thomas: 

Anchorage Villas. 

.... 800-524-2038 

Frenchman’s Reef . 

.. .. 800-322-0029 

Point Pleasant Resort . 

.... 800-524-2300 

Virgin Grand Beach Resort .... 

_ 800-468-3571 

St. John's: 

Virgin Grand . 

.... 800-223-1588 


Caneel Bay .800-223-7637 


‘High wind center 
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Mistral's First Again., 
with "First Resort" 
Caribbean Vacations! 


From beginner to intermediate to high-wind expert, Mistral has the 
widest selection of Caribbean Sun & Fun Boardsailing Vacations for you. 
Why wait for “last resorts” when these “First Resorts” offer you the right 
Mistral board for your skill level, Certified Mistral Instructors, and some 
of the best windsurfing in the world. 






















































r 





C.C. & 






















by David Clark with Carl Bonham 


I clung,exhausted and feeling slight¬ 
ly angry, to my sailboard 
in Corpus Christi Bay’s broad 
expanse of sparkling water. 
I’d been slam-dunked more 
times in the last few minutes 
than in the previous four years 
combined. The wind in Texas 
that day could only be described 
as awesome: its magnificent, in - 
visible force wrapped and twisted 
around me, buffeting my tiny craft 
relentlessly. 

I was alone in the middle of the bay, a 
roughly circular body of water with a dia¬ 
meter of 10 miles. Corpus Christi Bay is 
warm and inviting and extends a sense of 
trust and friendship to its windsurfing 
guests. It is broad, yet not vast, easily 
accessible at many points, and its winds 
are extremely predictable. 

I began to regain strength as I continued 
to scan the shoreline. From my unique 
vantage point in the bay, I could see McGee 
Beach, where a few sailors were working 
the shore break and dodging the finger 
piers. The city marina was in plain sight, 
with its hundreds of sailing craft, few of 
which were hardy enough to challenge the 
powerful winds this day. I could also make 
out the modern convention center, con¬ 
temporary art museum, waterfront restau¬ 
rants, renovated 19th century homes and 
buildings, and the Harbor Bridge, cher¬ 
ished local landmark. The bridge spans the 
ship channel and on the far side, merchant 
ships from ports worldwide lay berthed. 

After several attempts, I was able to 
waterstart and head to shore. The strong 
winds made the remainder of my voyage 
resemble the erratic flight of a violently 
hurled skipping stone. This experience 
gave me a heightened awareness of the 
forces of nature that make Corpus Christi, 
Texas, the windiest spot in the continental 
United States. Prevailing winds are south¬ 
east and the geography of the area, gulf jet 
stream, and thermal conditions combine 
to generate consistent winds. 


Where the Winds Blow Free 


Long, low barrier islands extend hun¬ 
dreds of miles around the mainland, and 
thermals cause the prevailing onshore 
winds to rise over the islands and acceler¬ 
ate across the surface of the bays and lagu¬ 
nas. While the wind may be only 15 m.pJi. 
on the gulf beaches surrounding Corpus 
Christi, it commonly blows a steady 30 
m.pJi. on the bay. Pacific and arctic fronts 
moving down from the north draw these 
southeast winds toward them, causing 
exceptionally strong and consistent fron¬ 
tal passage. It is common for winds to blow 
between 20 and 25 m.p.h. for a week or 
more from early spring through late sum¬ 
mer. 

When the fronts blast through, they cre- 
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ate excellent sideshore sailing conditions. 
A northeast wind on a southeast sea pro¬ 
vides great surf sailing. Most fronts blow 
northeast initially, then slowly circle 
around to the north, and winds associated 
with these fronts may vary in strength 
from 25 to well over 50 m.p.h. They’re far 
more gusty than the prevailing winds, but 
they’re still exceptionally consistent. 

The open Gulf of Mexico stretches for 
about 600 miles southeast of Corpus 
Christi, and waves of respectable size and 
ferocity can be found along the gulf 
beaches. Swells range from waist height to 
mast height. On a good day, sailors find 
winds of 25 to 40 m.p.h. on an overhead 
southeast sea. Though not as popular as 
northers, these southeast swells can 
provide great sailing during the 
long periods of southeast wind. 

Medium tohigh winds on small 
to moderate chop are the norm 
on Corpus Christi Bay. Excellent 
small wave surf sailing 
is found on the downwind 
shore and long distance reaches 
and runs are popular. The bay 
provides a great site for competi¬ 
tions ranging from reaches 
to slalom and triangle. 

The entire Corpus Christi 
area abounds with windsurfing 
variety.Those seeking flat water 
and lighter winds have plenty 
of sites to choose from in the 
region.Thelee side of the barrier 
islands, several lagunas and 
coves and a couple of lakes make 
for good beginning and inter¬ 
mediate spots. Winds at these 
locations are often light in the 
morning and pick up after noon. 

For the area in general, the first 
northers arrive in late September 
or early October and continue 
at periodic intervals through 


along the bay front and its grassy bluff pro¬ 
vides a great spot for rigging and watching 
the windsurfing action. After rigging 
within a few yards of your car, however, 
you must walk down the 50 foot bluff with 
your gear. Many of the locals make the trek 
with their sails on top of their boards, but 
some opt to carry the boards and rigs sep¬ 
arately. 

Average winds at Oleander are in the 15 
to 20 knot range, and the prevailing south¬ 
east winds provide sideshore conditions 
in chop, which can be knee high to shoul¬ 
der and head high. On high wind days, Ole¬ 
ander Park is terrorized by enthusiastic 
sailors going for maximum air and unreal 
small wave sailing. All visiting sailors must 
take note of the rocks and other debris 
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provide an excellent>■ : .reak, result 

ing in better formed ves and les 
upwind sailing. 

The beach along Padre Island is hard 
packed sand, and you can drive down 
almost to the water. This allows rigging 
right next to your car and easy access to 
your heater in the winter. In the winter 
months, local sailors gather at the beach 
before dawn to catch the best wind and 
surf after a frontal passage has breezed 
through during the night. The best north 
and northeast winds, perfect conditions 
for this site, usually arrive with the arctic 
fronts. The pacific fronts often produce 
northwest winds or nearly offshore condi¬ 
tions. 

Near Port A at Neuces County Beach, 
you’ll find 75 campsites with 
water and electricity that run 
$8.50 per day for the first vehicle, 
plus $2 for each additional 
vehicle. You can pitch a tent for 
$4 and take a hot shower for 
a buck. Sites are available on 
a first come, first served basis. 
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Fish Pass Jetties/ 
Mustang Island 

Though less 


Port Aransas, 


sailed than 
Fish Pass Jetties 


March and April. Excellent bay conditions 
may occur as early as late February and 
frequently remain good through August or 
September.* Strong southeast trade winds 
are extraordinarily plentiful and consis¬ 
tent through late summer. With the right 
equipment at the right spot, sailors of all 
experience levels should have no difficulty 
spending plenty of time on the water year 
round in Corpus Christi. 

Oleander Park 

This popular spot has been called Ole¬ 
ander by local sailors for many years, but 
it’s actually the southern end of Corpus 
Christi’s Cole Park. The Corpus Christi 
Sailboard Association has adopted the 
spot and, through a joint effort with local 
government, has arranged for the installa¬ 
tion of water fountains, benches, addi¬ 
tional parking, and the much-needed steps 
down to the water. 

Oleander is one of the highest points 


lying in the shallows, which can do serious 
damage to unprotected feet. Wear foot 
gear, or be certain to step lightly. What¬ 
ever you do, don’t fall into the water feet 
first! 

Oleander is the site of the Whataburger 
slalom series, a three-year-old event of six 
slalom races. It is also the finishing point 
for the Screamin’ Reach, an annual 18 mile 
bay crossing that attracts as many as a 
hundred competitors. 

Port Aransas 

Referred to as Port A by most sailors, 
this excellent surf sailing spot is located 
between the jetties and Horace Caldwell 
Pier on the north end of Padre Island, the 
longest barrier island in the world. Port A 
is part of the Neuces County park system, 
and camping is available on the beach. The 
surf at Port A forms between the jetties and 
the pier atop a number of sandbars that 
extend out into the gulf. The jetties 


at Mustang Island State Park, 
about 15 minutes from Corpus 
Christi, provides some of the best 
gulf sailing conditions. The prox - 
imity of the jetties to the city 
and the state park, with its 
camping, restroom, shower, and 
picnic facilities,make this a pop¬ 
ular location for out-of-town- 
ers. Campsites with full hook¬ 
ups are available for $11, while 
tent camping on the beach runs 
around $6. On the beach, you’ll 
find indoor hot showers and 
outdoor cold showers. 

J.P. Luby Surf Pier is also located on 
Padre Island just south of Mustang Island 
State Park, and was the site of the 1985 
Strohs competition. Many local surfers 
and sailors frequent the pier, because it’s 
only about 10 minutes from Corpus 
Christi. A good southwest swell can be 
sailed here on prevailing southeast winds 
and the short distance from town makes 
for a quick trip out to evaluate surf and 
wind conditions. 


At Bird Island Basin, part of the Laguna 
Madre on Padre Island, the water is shal¬ 
low over the broad expanse of the laguna, 
providing a popular site for novice and 
intermediate sailors. This spot fills up 
quickly during the spring and summer 
months. The parking is limited only by the 
navigable length and width of the beach, 
which varies with the tide and the seasonal 
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rainfall. Bird Island is one of the few spots 
in the area that can be sailed without 
booties, but people have been known to 
hurt themselves by stepping off their 
boards while planing in the shallow 
waters. 

Bird Island was the site of the Texas 
Speed Championships in March of this 
year, where Jim Davis of San Francisco 
took first place. It’s also speculated that he 
may have set a 500 meter record of just 
over 30 knots at the same time. That’s 
good sailing anywhere! 

Padre Island National Seashore 

All of the beaches on Padre Island are 
readily accessible by car, and you can 
drive close to the water. The beaches 
south of Malaquite Beach in the Padre 
Island National Seashore, however, are 
inaccessible without four wheel drives. 
Surf sailing is not permitted on National 
Seashore beaches, but camping is avail¬ 
able. 


While the wind may be only 
15 m.p.h. on the gulf beaches 
surrounding Corpus Christi, it 
commonly blows a steady 30 
m.p.h.onthebay. 

Recent improvements have been made 
to the 46 campsites at the seashore, which 
can be had for $4 per night. You’ll find 
restrooms, outside cold water showers, 
dumpsters and picnic tables. For more 
primitive camping, tents can be pitched on 
the beach at no charge. At Padre Island 
Park, you’ll find 66 more luxurious camp¬ 
sites with hot indoor showers included. 
Maximum length of stay is three days, and 
windsurfing is not permitted in designated 
swimming areas. 

The Mud Hole 

This site, with its less than glamorous 
name, brings us back to boardsailing. 
Located at the causeway, the Mud Hole has 
been one of the most sailed spots in the 
area for many years. It’s a favorite of begin¬ 
ners. Sailboard schools have often located 
here and a great many sailors first 
uphauled on its warm, shallow waters. 
Sailing shoes are a must, however, and 
there are hidden dangers beneath the sur¬ 
face in the form of pipes and concrete 
blocks. Also, the depth of the water can 
change without warning, making it a risky 
place to ride a shortboard at high speeds. 



wdfflij) reuii 


TAKE II OR 
LEAVE II. 


One of the new features on the World Tour Board Boot”* 
is the Lock Up/Tie Down. This enables you to Lock your 
board up In airports, hotels or at the beach and Tie it 
down without a rack when traveling. We make it easy to 
take it and leave it. 

Other Features include: 

Top Mounted Double Zipper 
Extra Padding for Bails * Tail 
Offset Handle 


For information call us. 

PACIFIC 

(i WATERSPOUTS 

v^_ 7 .IcccswietCorpooHion 

P.0. Box 806 Carpinteria, CA 93013 
800-231-6481 Toll Free 805-6844987 in CA 
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Previewing 1988 Lines 

Surf Expo - the model for the 
industry - presents its Fall 
1987 Exposition exclusively 
for dealers. Ride the wave 
into 1988 by previewing 
all the newest fashions 
and products representing 
the surfing, sailboarding, 
beach, and active lifestyles. 
Come to Florida for Surf Expo ’87 • 
September. We’ve got it all! 


SURF EXPO ’87 • SEPTEMBER 
(Trade Only) FLORIDA 


For further details, contact immediately: 

Surf Expo, Inc., P.O. Box 1819, Melbourne, Florida 32902-1819 
Tel. 305-676-4447 
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The Half Moon Club, one of the 
Elegant Resorts of Jamaica, has long 
been the Caribbean's most exclusive 
complete resort. An unspoiled land¬ 
mark of high standards and gracious 
living. Half Moon will never go out 
of style. 

Because only Half Moon gives 
you everything; a choice of superbly 
decorated hotel suites, cottages and 
villas; 400 acres of magnificent 
grounds; a mile of private white sand 
beach; a Robert Trent Jones 18 hole 
golf course; 19 fresh water pools; 13 
tennis courts — 4 lit; 4 squash courts; 
snorkeling, fishing, sailing, scuba 
diving’, wind surfing; sauna, massage 
and nautilus gym; shopping arcade, 
nightly entertainment and a choice 
of two world class restaurants. The 
enjoyments are endless — see for 
yourself. And discover why Half Moon 
has no equal. 

For reservations, brochure and fur¬ 
ther information on our Platinum and 
Half Moon Plans, see your Travel Agent 
or call ERJ 800-237-3237 
or RR 800-223-6510 


“HALF 

MOON 


...THERE IS 
ONLY ONE 


LIKE IT’ 


Ren* Lecler, renowned author of 

The 300 Best Hotels in the World 


THE HALF MOON CLUB 
Heinz E. W. Simonitsch 
Managing Director 
Montego Bay, Jamaica W.I. 
Tel: 809-953-2211 Telex: 5326 
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It’s not the best location, but beginners 
may wish to launch here. 

Portland 

Asmall town located 10 miles northwest 
of Corpus Christi, Portland offers some of 
the best small wave, high wind sailing in 
Texas. The beaches are not the best, and 
it’s a 50 yard walk through the shallows to 
find sailable water, but the sailing itself 
makes it all worthwhile. Winds and waves 
are directly onshore and the best in the 
bay, since this beach has the greatest open 
water exposure. 

The bottom here is sandy and there are 
three sandbars that generate perfect small 
and medium breakers. Those not entirely 
confident in their waterstarts can sail par¬ 
allel to the beach for hours, staying in 
knee-deep water. 


Sunset Lake 

Mile-long Sunset Lake is situated per¬ 
pendicular to the prevailing winds and is 
located between Portland and Corpus 
Christi. A narrow spit of land separates the 

CORPUS CHRISTI 
SAILBOARD SHOPS 

THE BOAT SHOP 309 S. Shoreline, Corpus 
Christi, TX 78401; 512-882-6575. Boards: 
Alpha, Sailboard, and Hobie products. 
Sails: Sobstad, North, Hood, Blast, Gaastra, 
Shore, and ITV. Accessories: DaKine, 
North, Windline, Fleetwood, Windsurfing 
Hawaii, Murrays Marine. 

DOCKSIDE SAIL SURF & DIVE 10306 S. 
Padre Island Dr., Corpus Christi, TX 78418; 
512-937-5451. Boards: Vinta and O’Brien. 
Sails: Black Point and Neil Pryde. Acces¬ 
sories: Windsurfing Hawaii, Murrays 
Marine, Whitecaps, Ampro and Rotho. 
Rentals: Light wind through high wind sail¬ 
boards and accessories. Instruction: 
Beginning through intermediate, water- 
starts, shortboards. 

FAST CATS 4222 Russell, Corpus Christi, TX 
78408; 512-882-1758 (weekdays) and 512- 
937-6678 (evenings and weekends). 
Boards: Cobra, O’Brien, Alpha, and 
Seatrend. Sails: North, Aeroforce, and Neil 
Pryde. Accessories: O’Neill wetsuits, Wind¬ 
surfing Hawaii, North, Ampro and Exel. 
Instruction: Yes. Call for more details. 

M.D. SURF AND SKATE 3821 S. Staples, 
Corpus Christi, TX 78411; 512-854-7873. 
Boards: Production - Bic, Mistral, O’Brien, 
and Seatrend. Customs - MD (Private label 
by Mark Ulrich), G&S, and HiTech. Sails: 
Sobstad, Gaastra, Neil Pryde, Simmer Style. 
Instruction: Beginner through expert. 
School located at Oso Pier. Special Ser¬ 
vices: Board repair, board factory, rental 
vehicles, program for children 7 years to 
teens. 

SAIL SURFING: 9841 S. Padre Island Dr., 
Corpus Christi, TX 78418; 512-937-2375. 
Boards: Production - Bic, F2, and Seatrend. 
Customs - Westwind. Accessories: HiTech, 
North, Ampro, Rotho, and Windsurfing 
Hawaii. Rentals: 8’6" to 10’ custom boards, 


lake waters from the hay r hj winds are 
slightly diminished as a result. The waters 
are flat here and locals who didn’t take 
their boardsailing lessons at the Mud Hole 
undoubtedly started here. This site is defi¬ 
nitely for beginners. 

All the Trimmings 

Corpus Christi has a variety of board¬ 
sailing shops to serve the visiting sailor 
(see sidebar for listing). Sail Surfing is the 
oldest, in business since 1980, and is 
located on South Padre Island Drive. Just 
down the road from Surf Sailing is Wind- 
sports, which specializes in high perfor¬ 
mance gear. And back in town at the 
intersection of Weber and Staples is M.D. 
Surf & Skate, a high performance shop and 
new Seatrend test center. 

Boardsailors may be relatively new to 
this Texas metropolis, when you consider 
that in the 1500s, such “sailors” as Black- 
beard and Jean Lafitte were frequent visi¬ 
tors. No doubt they were among the first to 
appreciate the natural beauty of the area, 
which has come to be called the “Texas 
Riviera.” The thriving—and sometimes 

Seatrend, Klepper, Bic and Marlin produc¬ 
tion boards. F2, Bic, and Ampro sails. Rotho, 
Ampro, and F2 masts. Harnesses, booties, 
racks, booms, and mast bases. Instruction: 

All BIG system certified instructors. Master 
instructors offer monthly BIG system semi¬ 
nars. Private or group lessons on flat water, 
the bay or surf, Bird Island Basin or Grassy 
Point. Special Services: Kayak rentals and 
instruction, rowing shell rental, instruction. 
WINDSPORTS CORPUS CHRISTI 10015 S. 
Padre Island Dr., Corpus Christi, TX 78418; 
512-937-1341 or 512-939-8595. Boards: Pro¬ 
duction - Tiga. Customs - Total Control (pri¬ 
vate label) and Hot Zone. Sails: Neil Pryde. 
Accessories: DaKine, Neil Pryde, Windsurf¬ 
ing Hawaii, and Ampro. Rental Equipment: 
Production boards include Winsurfer Star, 
HiFly, Ten Cate, and Tiga. Wide variety of 
sails, masts, booms, and accessories. 
Instruction: Dry land simulator, private, 
semi-private, or group lessons, children’s 
equipment. 

LORD SAILMAKERS 512-855-0912. Com¬ 
plete line of unbreakable RAF tapered surf 
battens, camber induced foam filled split 
battens (Sailbatten), complete range of RAF 
and camber induced Dragon Sails, custom 
sails, custom luggage, sail quiver and gear 
bags, masts, harnesses, accessories. Full 
range of repairs. Same day service. 

SOUTH TEXAS SAILS AND CANVAS 3317 
Leopard St., Corpus Christi, TX 78408; 512- 
884-1876. One day turnaround on most sail 
repairs, custom luggage, sail bags and j 
acc es sories. 

ON THE BEACH 2105 Padre Blvd., South 
Padre Island, TX 78597; 512-761-1194. Com- : 
plete high performance surf/speed sailing 
shop. Weymouth record holder on staff. 

Thvel Information 

CHARLES ALLEN HEATWAVE TOURS, 3216 Reid, 
Corpus Christi, TX 78404; 512-852-7327 or 
512-991-5110. Can arrange travel packages to 
the Cops Christi area. o 
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cannibal*-society of the region’s 
Karankawa t’.yJians has been replaced by 
one devoted to tourism. For a diversion 
from boardsaiiing—if you’re so inclined— 
you may want to check out Corpus 
Christi’s other attractions. 

Intellectual sailors, and those short on 
cash, can entertain themselves with a few 
hours spent at the Art Museum of South 
Texas or the Corpus Christi Museum; both 
offer free admission. The Art Museum of 
South Texas hosts a continually changing 
series of exhibits featuring a broad range 
of artists. The Corpus Christi museum 
focuses on natural history, marine sci¬ 
ence, anthropology, and earth science. 
Here you can feast your eyes on the fasci¬ 
nating relics of the San Esteban, a Spanish 
ship that sank in 1554. 

In the city’s historic district, you can 
take a stroll through Heritage Park, a 
restored neighborhood of vintage houses. 
The Centennial House, Corpus Christi’s 
oldest standing structure, is also one of the 
most elegantly furnished. 



without stopping at the Water 
Street Oyster Bar, a sidewalk 
cafe known for its Cajun-style 
seafood, expresso, and pastries. 


The Water Street Market, a downtown 
renovation encasing a landscaped court¬ 
yard, is a popular place to spend a relaxing 
afternoon. And you won’t want to leave 
town without stopping at the Water Street 
Oyster Bar, a sidewalk cafe known for its 
Cajun-style seafood, expresso, and 
pastries. Many more restaurants, offering 
famous Texas-style barbeque, chili, and 
Mexican dishes, stand by to sate your 
palates. 

Surf, sand, shops, and sensational 
winds—Corpus Christi has it all! And it’s 
right here in the U.S. of A. So mosey on 
down to Texas, pardner, for a taste of 
windsurfing paradise! O 

For more information on things to do 
and see in Corpus Christi, contact the Cor¬ 
pus Christi .Convention and Tourist 
Bureau, P.O. Box2664, Corpus Christi, TX 
78403(512-882-5603). 


David Clark coordinates and writes the Corpus 
Christi Sailboard Association's newsletter. Carl 
Bonham, a local sailor, recently placed fourth at 
the Texas Speed Week with a timed run of 34.26 
knots. 
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Protect Your Investment! 

All Aboard! 

Buy DIRECT and SAVE! 


•INSTALLS EASILY ON WALL •ADD BRACKETS FOR FUTURE NEEDS 

• GARAGE, DEN, OR SHOWROOM *5 INTERCHANGEABLE BRACKET STYLES 

•STEEL COMPONENTS • ADJUST OR REMOVE BRACKETS IN SECONDS 

_• WHITE BAKED ENAMEL FINISH •HOLDS UP TO 6 FULL SIZE BOARDS 



Pads Protect 


CfTY 

KIT V-1, 1 board on side 
(extra brackets $2950/Pair) 

$45.00 



KIT V-2, 2 boards on side 

(extra brackets $34 50/Pair) 

$55.00 



KIT H-2,2 boards flat 

(extra brackets $3350/Pair, 2 Pair $5950) 

$73.00 



WALL DISPLAY, 2 boards on angle 
(extra brackets $39.00/Pair) 

$89.00 



CA Residents add 6.5% 



SHIP: $650 per kit, $4 per extra bracket pair 


Note: 34" tracks come with all kits, and 
hold up to 4 brackets each. 

Total 



Send Check or COD Order to: 

JMC Engineering 

2005 Palo Verde Ave., Long Beach, CA 90815 
273-493-7976 


Name_ 

Address. 


—Tip— 


Phone # for COD s_ 

Alfo.v 1 week UPS delrvery 
DEALERS -send tor floor & wall display brochure. 



Cirtlt Rudir Service No. 6 


SAILBOARDS 
SURFBOARDS 
CANOES 
WAVE SKIS 


PURE PERFORMANCE. 
PURE FUN. 


AITKEN INDUSTRIES, INC. 

P.O Box 3134 
Gardena. CA 90247 
213/323-0291 

Aitken' 11-10 Aitken* 104 Aitken' 96-S 
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AITKEN 
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The F2 men's steamer, a brand new addition to F2's wetsuit line, is a colorful combination of fashion and durability, with snug fitting 
arms and ankles that diminish water flow. The O'Neill women's Smoothie has a high collar for extra warmth and a chest zipper for 
ease of entry, with splashes of color to accentuate the basic black. 


by Betty Birrell 



THE NEW GENERATION 




hen Peter left 
the frigid Janu¬ 
ary weather 
of eastern 
Canada for a 
two week 
board sailing 
vacation in 
Maui, he didn’t 
bother to pack 
his wetsuit. 
After all, he 
reasoned, he 
wouldn’t need 
it in the warm 
_ Hawaiian water. 

A very accomplished cold water lake 
sailor, Peter rented a semi-sinker, smaller 
than the board he was accustomed to, for a 
try at shortboard sailing. Once out on the 
ocean, the winds soon became very light 
and Peter had difficulty waterstarting. As 
the current began to carry him offshore, he 
twice became separated from his board in 
the surf. After two hours of unsuccessful 
waterstarts, failed uphauling, and exhaust¬ 
ing swims through the surf to retrieve his 
equipment, Peter decided to derig and 
paddle to shore. 

Almost a mile from shore, Peter became 
fatigued and disoriented. He lost his board 
again in the breaking surf. He spent 
another harrowing hour treading water 
before a passing boardsailor found him 
and towed him to shore. By this time, he’d 
spent four hours in 70° water—and his 
body temperature had dropped to 92 g F. 
Any drop below 95° can be fatal. Peter is a 
fit athlete and a strong swimmer, but 


hypothermia nearly cost him his life. A12 
hour stay in a hospital intensive care unit 
taught him an important lesson: wetsuits 
are more than accessories. Under certain 
conditions, they are boardsailing necessi¬ 
ties. 

Peter is not the only sailor with miscon¬ 
ceptions about wetsuits. Many people still 
have the notion that a wetsuit is only for 
very cold water and that they are stiff, I 
thick, uncomfortable, ugly, and difficult to 
get into. Originally designed for scuba div¬ 
ing, old neoprene wetsuits certainly fit that 
description, but advances in neoprene 
over the past 10 years have changed the 
wetsuit scene dramatically. 

Neoprene is now available in a variety of 
thicknesses and the best quality neoprene 
is soft, stretchy, and appropriate for use in 
all water temperatures. Today’s wetsuits 
are colorful, stylish, well-fitting and com¬ 
fortable. They are as essential to us as any 
of our other gear. 

Neoprene is one of the best insulating 
materials ever developed. It begins life as 
chloroprene, a synthetic rubber which is 
blended with a variety of chemicals to give 
it its distinctive characteristics, such as 
stretch. Then it is expanded to form a 
closed cell foam which has an extremely 
low absorption rate and rate of conductiv¬ 
ity. The slab of closed cell foam is then 
sliced to the desired thickness.The rubber 
skin of “nylon one side” (N1S) comes from 
the bottom and top of the slab. The sheets 
of neoprene are coated with adhesive and 
















The Tornado Flash Black 1 men's wahii?! luij dry-welded seams ‘ 
that are watertight, flat, and flexible The suit is available in Deep 
Purple/Magenta (pictured) or Apple Green/Shocking Pink. The 
Bare pink and black women's suit is a striking combination of the 
Mirage Jane long john wetsuit and Mirage Bolero jacket, which can 

be worn together or separately. Both have a zip up front. 

WV^^VA^^^VA^^^^^W 

durability and is considered best for 
spring, summer, and autumn suits. The 
warmest thickness, 5 mm, is also flexible, 


Today’s wetsuits are colorful, 


laminates, usually lycra or nylon. If both 
surfaces of the neoprene are laminated, it 
is referred to as “nylon two sides” (N2S). 

Wetsuits are designed to provide buoy¬ 
ancy and to offer protection from the sun 
and wind, but their chief purpose is to min¬ 
imize the risk of hypothermia by providing 
warmth. A wetsuit’s warmth is determined 
by its thickness, fit, quality, lamination, 
and seam construction. Thickness is more 
important in determining a wetsuit’s 
warmth than any other of its features. Most 
commonly, boardsailing wetsuits have 
neoprene thicknesses ranging from 1.5mm 
to 5mm. 

Neoprene 1.5mm thick will be super 
stretchable but will have limited insulat¬ 
ing qualities. For this reason, it’s usually 
used in areas of the wetsuit that need to be 
flexible and can tolerate heat loss better 


than body parts such as the head or abdo¬ 
men. Two mm neoprene has good stretch 
and is useful in summer suits or in areas 
where mobility is needed. Three mm 
provides excellent stretch, warmth, and 


stylish, well-fitting and comfort¬ 
able. They are as essential to us 
as any of our other gear. 


durable, and perfect for cold water sailing, 
although it’s a bit too restrictive for warm 
waters. 


Mistral's Multi-Color Print steomer with watertight scams is brand 


w. The print material will be offered in wetsuit vests, shorts, and 


short sleeve steamers. The Body Glove men's ITS full wetsuit is 


node from Nylon I and II. Arms, legs, ond nedt ore topcred for o 
reverse-roll watertight seal. H» Gul Power 38 (women's suit), o 
Nylon I ood II combination, bos raised 5mm knee pods. 
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more expensive. Nylon lamination 
remains popular since it is less expensive, 
fairly durable, and warm enough for most 
sailors’ purposes. 

Seam construction also affects warmth, 
and watertight seams are usually used 


with thicker neoprene to provide the maxi¬ 
mum warmth in cold water sailing. The 
warmest seam is the “blindstitch,” a flat, 
glued, waterproof seam used mainly on 
thicker material. “Mauser” seams are the 
most comfortable because they are flat, 


Mistral's Long Sleeve Steamer, from the Hoi-ir.g !me, has a double 
V zipper that makes the suit easy to get into ond helps keep water 
out. The Comoro California full length women's wetsuit comes in 
eye-catching fluorescent colors and a streamlined shape with a 
high collar, back, and leg zippers. Refugio's Neo Dry is both color¬ 
ful and durable, with ankle and leg straps to provide a tight, 
waterproof fit. 

glued, and taped and afford the most 
stretch. They are durable, strong, and are 
usually used on suits designed for moder¬ 
ately cold waters. “Serged” or overlock 
seams are used primarily in wetsuits 
designed for warmer waters. 

Buoyancy is important in a wetsuit, 
especially in cold water, because it helps 
keep the sailor’s head above water. Those 
learning to waterstart will find buoyancy a 
real benefit, and should look for wetsuits 
made from thicker neoprenes. Of course, 
even the most buoyant wetsuit can never 
replace a PFD (personal flotation device) 
as a safety device. 

Wetsuits provide complete protection 
against the sun’s harsh rays. In some areas, 
such as the Gorge, the sun is on the wind¬ 
ward side and subjects sailors to intense 
glare and reflection off the water. In island 
areas where the air is very dry, the wind 
and sun can turn smooth, supple skin into 
parchment by the end of one summer. 
Wetsuits can protect against the drying 
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and burning effects of the sun and wind, 
and also against potential injuries such as 
bruises, cuts and scrapes. Some of these 
wounds can easily become infected if 
exposed to pollutants in the water. 

Today’s wetsuits are designed to suit 
almost any climate or season. Lutz Brode, 
sales manager of Bare Wetsuits, U.SA, 
recommends the purchase of at least two 
different wetsuit styles to meet the needs 
of individual sailors. Wetsuits should be 
chosen based on local seasonal condi¬ 
tions and additional suits may be needed 
when traveling to colder or warmer sites. 

Although everyone reacts differently to 
heat, cold, sun and wind exposure, the fol¬ 
lowing guidelines should be useful in 
building a wetsuit wardrobe: 

Warm Climates (Hawaii, Caribbean, etc): 
2mm vest 
2mm shorty 

2mm full length suit, with or without 
sleeves 

A wind chill factor combined 
with a wet head can rob a body 
of heat in temperatures well 
above 40°. 



GET THE 
CUTTING 
EDGE. 

Increase your CONTROL 
and MANEUVERABILITY. 
This durable, clearly superior 
device attaches to your 
wishbone and mast to 
make rigging a quick 
easy process while 
eliminating ropes, knots 
and slippage. 

Ask for it at your local 
sailboarding store, 
or contact S.C.7., Inc 
for the dealer 
nearest you. 
Dealer Inquiries 
Welcome 
For further information contact: 

S.C.I., INC 
P.O. Box 3822 
Corpus Chiisti, TX 78404 
512/887-7633 


Circle Reader Service No 64 


Moderate climates (Gorge, inland lakes, 
three-season sailing): 

2mm shorty 

3mm lycra or nylon N2S suit with full 
length sleeves and leggings 
5mm N1S suit with neoprene booties, 
caps, and gloves 

Cold water climates and winter sailing: 

5 mm N1S suit 
drysuit 

neoprene cap, booties, and gloves 

In cold weather, a 3mm suit can be 
warmed up considerably with the addition 
of a neoprene hat, gloves, and booties. At 
temperatures below 40° F, the body will 
lose 70% of its heat through the head. A 
wind chill factor combined with a wet head 
can rob a body of heat in temperatures 
well above 40°. For this reason, the impor¬ 
tance of neoprene accessories in keeping 
extremities warm should not be over¬ 
looked. 

It is important to be properly suited for 
boardsailing—in more ways than one! 
With a wetsuit that provides the appropri¬ 
ate protection against the elements, a 
sailor can concentrate on the purpose of 
windsurfing: having fun on the water! O 


Betty Birrell, a former professional sailor, is now 
involved in organizing and teaching clinics for 
intermediate to advanced level boardsailors. 
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Hi-Tech Windsurfing Vacations Go First Class! 



★From $646.00 per week. Price includes: Roundtrip Airfare 
(Los Angeles to Maui), Hotel Room (Double Occupancy), Hi-Tech 
Board and Rig. 

* You choose the dates, type of accommodations, and we will 
set it up for you. Car rental, longer and shorter stays available. 

Call Toll Free: 1-800-635-3305 


230 Hana Highway 
Kahului, Hawaii 96732 
(808) 877-2111 


Hi-Tech 

SAILBOARDS 

Cirelt Reader Servlet No. IS 


51 Baldwin Avenue 
Paia, Hawaii 96779 
(808) 579-9297 
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Gaastra Pullover • Accusport Electric Seat • Guide to Hawaii • Nautix Booms 
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Gaastra Pullover 

N ow that temperatures are 
starting to drop, Gaastra’s 
South Pole Pullover should 
be a welcome addition to any 
sailor’s beachside wardrobe. Made 
from water resistant nylon 
material, the pullover has been 
designed for comfort, warmth and 
versatility. A side zipper allows the 
pullover to be put on and taken off 
easily and the high collar zips to 
the top with a snap-over flap for 
extra protection from the wind. 
The South Pole can be worn over 
a bathing suit on warmer days or 
over a sweater when the wind is 
chilly. For more information, 
contact Gaastra Sails, 1 Danbury 
Road, Wilton, CT 06897 
or circle reader service 
number 101. 

SkinzAdivewear 

S kinz, of Clearwater, Florida, 
has recently introduced its 
new line of sportswear 


designed to fit into the active 
person’s lifestyle. Featuring 
several different wild animal 
prints, Skinz can be worn for 
almost everything from sailing 
to cycling to aerobic workouts. 



Skinz board shorts, swimwear, 
and tops are made from tricot 
lycra spandex material, which is 
comfortable, cool, and quick 
drying. Seams are top stitched 
with a double needle cover stitch 
for extra durability; the various 
sports clothing comes in extra 
small, small, medium, large, and 
extra large sizes. For more info 
contact Skinz, 702 Pinellas Street, 
Clearwater, FL 33516 
(813-441-8789) or circle reader 
service number 106. 


Clincher Gloves 

O riginally designed for water 
skiers. Clincher gloves have 
recently been introduced to 
the windsurfing market. Clincher 
gloves are designed to increase 
sailing time by alleviating the hand 


variety of subjects— from sail 
shapes to Maui real estate—and 
Dana Dawes talks about the 
mental and physical conditioning 
needed to conquer the Hawaiian 
waves. Location analyses are 
provided by Robby Naish and Mike 
Waltze. These include maps, 
diagrams, and information on 



and forearm discomfort that often 
occurs when gripping a boom for a 
long period of time. According to 
Clincher, the gloves help sailors 
hold onto a boom by using a 
leverage principle rather than 
brute strength or friction—a 
concept that has been used by 
gymnasts for years. This effect 
transfers virtually all pulling force 
from finger, hand, and forearm 
muscles to the stronger bone 
structure of the wrist. Clincher 
gloves are made from durable 
synthetic leather and retail for 
$24.95. For more information, 
contact Clincher, P.O. Box 
1401/WR,Tustin,CA 92681, or 
circle reader service number 102. 

Windsurfing Guide to the Islands 

I f you’re planning a trip to the 
Hawaiian Islands, you’ll 
probably want to read through 
The Windsurfing Guide to the 
Islands , which provides everything 
you’ll need to know about this 
windsurfing paradise. Some of 
Hawaii’s most noted sailors have 
contributed to the guide. Alan 
Cadiz gives pointers on slalom 
technique, Erik Beale discusses a 


where to rent boards, eat, and 
stay. The Windsurfing Guide to the 
Islands retails for $8.50 (plus $2 
shipping and handling). For more 
information, contact Windward 
Promotions, P.O. Box 52, Paia, HI 
96779, or circle reader service 
number 109. 

Windwing Surf & Speed CLE 

W indwing Surf and Speed 
CLE (Cambered Leading 
Edge) sails come with 
custom molded CLE batten 
stabilizers that place direct 
compression on the mast, 
providing rotation that is quick, 
solid, and secure. The ultimate 
result is a truly clean and stable 
leading edge that, Windwing says, 
gives unprecedented windward 
ability and high speed control. The 
Surf CLE has been designed for 
bay or lake sailors who want the 
advantage of a wave sail planform 
with the power of a camber 
induced sail. The 1987 Speed CLE 
(pictured) is half the weight of the 
1986 system and is recommended 
for speed, slalom, or longboard 
racing. The Surf CLE comes in sail 
sizes ranging from 42 to 66 ft 2 , 
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while the Speed CLE is available in 
sizes from 42 to 98 ft 2 . For more 
information, contact Windwing 
Designs, 1803 Eastshore Highway, 
Berkeley, CA 94710 (415-849-4889), 
or circle reader service number 
110 . 


Accusport Speedline Electric Chair 

A ccusport’s new Speedline 
Electric Chair seat harness 
has a unique cut-out design 
which, the company says, 
“increases mobility by allowing 
the waist portion to twist and be 
fitted independently of the split leg 
portion.” The Speedline Electric 
Chair is lightweight and free of the 
bulk and binding often associated 
with “diaper” harnesses. The 
Electric Chair, like all 1987 


Accusport harnesses, comes with 
a lifetime warranty. For more 
information, contact Accusport, 
4210 LB. McLeod Road, Orlando, 
FL 32811 (800-328-0022 outside 
Florida, 305-849-0916 inside 
Florida), or circle reader service 
number 108. 

Nautix All-Aluminum Booms 

N autix’s attractive 

all-aluminum booms are 
now available. The boom 
body is contructed with 0.0062 
inch thick aluminum and is 
covered with boom grip that 
comes in various sporty colors. 
The boom end is connected by 
Nautix’s crossclip system which, 
Nautix says, ensures stiffness 
strength and allows the boom to 
be taken apart to make traveling 
easier. The stop ring system has 
foam-plugged two inch increment 


T he Windline Powerset 
combination waist/seat 
harness, with a sliding upwind 
spreader bar, is designed to 
transfer sail load to the hips and 
seat. This ultimately lets the sailor 
assume a more comfortable and 
natural sailing position. The seat 
portion of the harness can be 
removed so that the Powerset can 
be used as a waist harness. The 
harness comes with a zippered 
back pocket for car keys and is 
available in three color 
combinations. For more 
information, contact Windline, 
3310 Meridian Avenue North, 
Seattle, WA 98103 (206-547-1558), 
or circle reader service number 
105. 

Reef lining Gel 

A ustralian Sun Research Labs, 
which reportedly makes 
Australia’s best selling 
suntan lotions, is now distributing 
its products in the U.S. Reef 
Tanning Gel (SPF 4), a new 
addition to the company’s line of 
Reef tanning lotion, is non-greasy 


sleeves. The pulley system, a 
Nautix exclusive, is easy to set up 
and designed so that the boom can 
fit all sails. As with all Nautix 
booms, the all-aluminum booms 
come with a protectmast sleeve, 
outhaul hook system, 
micro-adjustable extensions, and 
a two year guarantee. For more 
information, contact Nautix USA., 
51 Milina Drive, East Hampton, NY 
11937 (516-324-8585), or circle 
reader service number 107. 


Windline Powerset Harness 


and virtually waterproof. UV, a 
sunblock lotion, blocks harmful 
ultraviolet rays to prevent 
premature aging, wrinkles, 
thickened and pigmented skin, and 
skin cancer. UV is available in 
eight products, including Suntan 
Lotion for normal and olive skin, 
Sunfilter Cream for tanning normal 
skin, and Sunscreen Lotion with 
Cream and Milk for children and 
adults with delicate skin. For more 
information, contact Australian 
Sun Research Labs, Inc., 3550 
Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 
90010, or circle reader service 
number 103. 

Freedom Sails Double Luff 

A fter a year and a half of 
development and testing, 
Freedom Sails has recently 
released the UltraSpeed, a new 
line of double luff speed/slalom 
sails. Freedom Sails believes the 
UltraSpeed will set the stage for a 
new genre of all-around speed 
sails and be an improvement over 
camber induced sails, mainly 
because the double surface on the 
leading edge increases the 
efficiency of air flow over the 
entire sail. The result, Freedom 
says, is a greater power band, due 
to a higher pressure differential 
between windward and leeward 



sides of the sail. Furthermore, with 
cleaner air flow, an UltraSpeed sail 
can be used in a much wider range 
of wind strengths. The UltraSpeed 
is constructed of five different 
types of mylar/dacron/kevlar 
laminates for optimum sail shape 
and light weight. For more 
information, contact Freedom 
Sailmakers International, Ltd., Box 
1098,141 Boston Post Road, Old 
Saybrook,CT 06475 
(203-388-0322), or circle reader 
service number 104. O 


Unless indicated, these products 
have not been tested by 
WindRider. 
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• ACT NOW BONUS VALUES FROM 
$150*$895 WITH EVERY BOARD 
(i.e., free wetsuits, sails, racks, etc.) 

• MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

• LARGEST U.S. SHOWROOM 
WITH OVER 35 MODELS FULLY 
RIGGED ON DISPLAY 

• OVER 1500 BOARDS IN STOCK 

• DELIVERY INSURED 

• NO SALES TAX (most states) 

• FREE FREIGHT WITH TWO 
BOARDS or $40 FOR ONE 

• AUTHORIZED DEALER FOR 
ALL BRANDS SOLD 

• Founding Member American 
Boardsaiiing Industries Association 

• Sponsor: Boardsailing Instructors Group 

• Celebrating Our 6th Year with a 
New 27,000 Sq. Ft. Facility 


SAilboARd 

Warehouse.^ 


•Only available from our 
new 5000 sq. ft. showroom 

S TOLL FREE 
ORDER LINE 
1-800-992-SAIL 

(7245) 

PHONE OR WRITE FOR FREE 52 PAGE COLOR CATALOG 

Featuring all the latest in product design and construction 
(Sent within 24 hours via first class mail) ^"^ xe * se 


2963 Yorkton Blvd. • St. Paul, MN 55117 
Telephone (612) 482-9995 
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by Pam Littlefield 





For beginning wave sailors, 
Kanaha provides a more relaxed 
introduction to the sport. 


F all brings the best of both worlds to board¬ 
sailing in Hawaii, says Travis Price of Hi¬ 
Tech Sailboards in Maui, when the summer 
winds and the winter waves converge for ideal 
boardsailing conditions. The wind generally 
blows 15 to 25 knots from the southeast, and the 
waves often reach eight feet, bringing on the 
many fall wave sailing events. 


Racing at Falmouth, Massachusetts. 


Massachusetts 


D epending on the cold fronts, Massachu¬ 
setts can have good fall sailing, says Dave 
Baxter of New Hampshire Hobie Cat (603- 
474-3661) in Seabrook. Because Seabrook is just 
minutes from the Massachusetts border, many 
New Hampshire sailors catch the wind there. 

In September and October, at least half the 
days have winds over 15 knots. The remaining 
days may have virtually no wind at all, so you 
have to get it while you can. Last year, says Bax¬ 
ter, October brought shortboard conditions for 
17 days. For a couple of those days, it even blew 
over 40 knots. 

In Massachusetts, Buzzards Bay tends to 
boast the windiest conditions. At times, you 
catch a fall wind that howls through at exhaust¬ 
ing speeds. 

Also good is Nahant, which juts off into the 
Bay off 1A, north of Boston. The half circle of 
causeway has a gently sloping bottom, so 
there’s no shore break, but waves do develop 
about 50 yards out. In fact, locals say that 
they’re the best waves north of Boston. 

Farther to the north, Plum Island is located at 
the mouth of the Merrimac River. In a northwest 
wind, you can sail on the inside, where the flat 
water sometimes develops a chop. You can also 
sail off the front of the* island for a wide-open 
ocean stretch. The south end of the island is a 
state park, so there are no buildings to block the 
wind. 

If you want to explore the Cape Cod area and 
if your skills are well developed, try Chatam. Use 
caution here; there’s an extremely wicked cur¬ 
rent. Located at the southern end of the Cape 
Cod National Seashore, the Nauset Beach 
peninsula separates Pleasant Bay from the 
(Kean. Although a great area to sail, it’s danger¬ 
ous because there is a tremendous amount of 


Hawaii 


Kahala Beach Rark, Oahu. 


Probably the best thing about fall in Massa¬ 
chusetts is that access problems disappear, 
says Roy Stockwell of Cape Sailboards in Fal¬ 
mouth (617-540-8800). Since most vacationers 
leave after Labor Day, those beaches closed to 
boardsailors are open again. 


you, you have to be able to react quickly. 

Also, be aware of currents in the area and the 
reefs.The currents are really swilt in some areas 
and the waves can be deceiving. What looks 
waist-high from the beach can be surprisingly 
higher once you’re in the middle of it. 


water flowing in and out through a tiny opening. 
The current often reaches speeds of nine knots. 

If you know what you’re doing, however, the 
Chatam area can be wonderful. There’s 50 yards 
of flatwater before you hit the inlet. When you 
sail out, it’s wide, open ocean. 


For beginning wave sailors, Kanaha provides 
a more relaxed introduction to the sport. 
Relaxed for Maui, that is, which means the easy 
conditions in Hawaii may equal some of the 
toughest sailing elsewhere. 

Before you attempt to conquer the Hawaiian 
waves, make sure you have the basics mastered. 
You should be able to waterstart comfortably. A 
missed start will mean you’ll have to fight the 
surf for your rig. Being able to jibe quickly is also 
important. When a wave breaks right in front of 
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PO Box 109 Dept C 
Hummels Wharl. PA 17831 


NEW WAVE 
SLALOM 295 

FAST • STIFF . LIGHT 
. AFFORDABLE 


Fast: Double concave hull with 
beveled rais fcx maximum speed 
Stitt: Extremely ngtd 
because of our carbon 
and epoxy con¬ 
st action 
(Monocoque 
sandwch) 


Light: True weighi complete 85 kg 
(18 74 lbs) 

FREE for a limited time receive a 
7mm travel bag 


85 kilos 
(1874 lbs) 
Length: 295 cm (9'8") 
Width: 61 cm 
Volume: 125 liters 
Construction: Epoxy sandwich carbon 
reinforced 

Foot Straps: Complete with adjustable 
rear strap 


For more information about New Wave custom-boards and vour 
closest dealer call 1 800-248-2293 (in Penna call 717 988 1227) 


Circle Reader Service No. 165 


BOARDLOCK • MASTLOCK • BOOM LOCK 

Protect your equipment against theft with one low premium... 



Insert the BOARDLOCK into any skegbox. 
The skeg stays inside. Feed the steelcable 
through the lock, turn the key and your board 
including skeg are locked. 

The 13 ft. long STEELCABLE is vinyl covered 
and has a diameter of 5/16 inch. 



The MASTLOCK mounts on to most roofracks 
and locks any mast including rolled up sail and 
sailcover. Adjustable in stepless tension from 
43mm to 60mm. 


The BOOMLOCK locks your adjustable boom 
in the same way than the mastlock, except the 
diameter is reduced to 27mm to 55mm. 


Feed the STEELCABLE around your roofrack, bumper of your car or any other secure object and 
then feed it through the MASTLOCK, BOOMLOCK and BOARDLOCK were it is locked. No 
padlock is needed. All locks are made out of galvanized, hardened steel and glasfiber reinforced 
plastic. Satisfaction is guaranteed. 


^ilbocn'decs' 



P.0 Box 4178 San Clemente, CA 92672 
(714) 498*5929 


Name ---- 

Address---- 

Zip- 

Send Check or Money Order or C.O.D. 
Allow 1-2 weeks free UPS Delivery 


Quin Pice 



Full protection package 
incl. lx Mastlock. lx 
Boardlock, lx Steelcable 

4960 



Mastlock 

26.90 



Boardlock 

21.70 



Boomlock 

2485 



Steelcable 

9.75 



Subtotal 



CA Residents add 6% Tax 



C.O.D. Shipments add 

280 

1 Total 




For the best insight, talk to the locals a:» 
spend some time just watching. You’d be sur 
prised what you can learn from studying the 
waves. Watch the sets as they come in. Get a 
good idea of the wave intervals. The Hi-Tech 
hotline provides a recorded message on wind 
and waves that’s updated daily; call 808-877- 
3611. 

If you’ve mastered the wind and waves at 
Kanaha, move to Spreckelsville for more inter¬ 
mediate conditions. The waves are steeper and 
bigger than they are at Kanaha. And while 
Kanaha has a shelf on the outside that slows the 
waves down, rendering them less powerful, this 
shelf is closer to the beach at Spreckelsville, 
making the waves more intense. By the time you 
move to Hookipa.you have a direct, open ocean 
swell hitting the reef with full force. 

Hookipa is for experts only. It’s shallow and 
the currents are extremely unpredictable 
because of the horseshoe shape of the area. The 
waves come in and push water into the bay. If 
you’re in the middle, the current could go in 
either direction. That means you need to grab 
your rig as soon as possible. It’s not unusual for 
a sailor to get pushed in one direction and his 
rig in the other. 

Moving down the coast to the 
south, Grand Haven, South 
Haven and St. Joseph all have 
access to great sailing locations. 

Michigan 

M ichigan has great sailing in the fall, 
reports Mark Hartwell and Jim Van Dyke 
of Freestyle Sports in Lansing (517-351- 
9026). The water is still warm, but the wind 
packs enough force for shortboard sailing. Look 
for wind speeds of from 10 to 25 knots, mostly 
out of the northwest. 

In the Lansing area, Lake.Lansing is the local 
sailing spot. Although it’s a city lake, it is virtu¬ 
ally unblocked by trees or buildings and has 
launching sites on both the north and south 
ends. That means you can pick your location for 
almost any wind direction. 

As always, the whole coast is great along Lake 
Michigan. Just pick your spot and sail away. 

To the north, at Petoskey, off U-S. 31, a little 
bay provides a great entry-level point for Great 
Lakes boardsailing. The swells here aren’t as 
intense as in less-sheltered areas on the lake. 
Petoskey is a resort town and offers plenty of 
access for sailors. 

Farther south, Traverse City also offers some 
shelter and protection in Grand Traverse Bay. 
Check with Banhof Sport (616-941-0630) or 
Sports World (616-946-3102) for the best 
launching sites. 

Moving down the coast to the south, Grand 
Haven, South Haven and St. Joseph all have 
access to great sailing locations. Of these, 
Grand Haven is the hottest. Local sailors con¬ 
gregate at Grand Haven State Park, which has 
easy access, a sandy beach, and unobstructed 
wind. When it’s blowing from the northwest, 
then the area south of the pier gives you good 
clean water for a start. When the wind is out of 
the south or the southwest, then the area north 
of the pier is the best launching location. 
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Kansas _ 

F all is a great time for sailing in Kansas, says 
Bernard Buster of Blue River Water Sports 
in Manhattan (913-776-3530). The wind is 
generally blowing at 10 to 20 m.p.h. and fre¬ 
quently increases to 15 to 25 m.p.h. With stiff, 
warm winds out of the south or southwest, con¬ 
ditions are good for shortboard planing. The 
occasional front will finish with winds out of the 
northwest. 

The water is surprisingly warm in the fall, 
since it retains much of the August heat. The air 
is cool, however, so wetsuits are still in order. 
The September highs are likely to be in the 70s 
or 80s, with lows in the 50s or 60s. October is 
usually about 10 degrees cooler. It’s not until 
the end of October that the freezes begin to set 
in. 

In Manhattan, which is located in northeast¬ 
ern Kansas, Tuttle Creek Lake and Milford Lake 
are the prime sailing spots. Tuttle Creek, off 
State Road 113, is long and narrow with unob¬ 
structed winds, so it’s the place to look for some 
decent chop. Lake Wilson, just off 1-70, features 
clean water and lots of wind. 

Sailing conditions in Kansas are a real good 
news/bad news story. The good news is that the 
farther west you travel, the stronger and fiercer 
the wind becomes. The bad news is that there 
isn’t any water in the west. Ah well. 

One central Kansas area that has plenty of 
water is Cheney Reservoir, west of Wichita off 
State Road 251. Known for excellent wind, 
Cheney is growing in popularity with board- 
sailors. 

The sailing site for Kitty Hawk 
Sports, at mile marker 16 on 
U.S. 158, is a popular location 
for slalom sailing. 

North Carolina 


I n North Carolina, the wind in the first part of 
September is nothing but a gentle, southern 
breeze, says Mike Kantor of Kitty Hawk 
Sports (919-441-2756). Toward the end of the 
month, that lazy quality gives way to winds that 
push through at 15 m.p.h. at least three days a 
week. For a special bonus, look for random days 
that scream through with winds in the 30 to 40 
m.p.h. range. The southwest wind is generally 
prevailing, but sometimes the wind will shift to 
the northeast. 

The sailing site for Kitty Hawk Sports, at mile 
marker 16 on US. 158, is a popular location for 
slalom sailing. This area is great for beach 
starts, as you can walk out a mile and a half with¬ 
out getting over your head. 

For other great sailing spots, just head out 
along the beach road to any public sailing area. 
There are plenty of hotels, restaurants and 
beach bars along the way to take care of the 
weary traveler. If the wind isn’t up, console 
yourself with a surfboard or boogie board. 

Canadian Hole, near Rodanthe, is named for 
all the Canadians who migrate there. Traveling 
south from Kitty Hawk, you’ll know you’re there 
when you hit a big parking lot on the right. In the 
Sound, the water is shallow and great for slalom 
sailing. The advantage of the area is that if the 
wind is sideshore, you can pick up your board 



Try the World 





ORDER DIRECT — 

1 Winger'" Water Balloon 
Slingshot, 144 Balloons, and 
1 Filler Attachment for: 

s 32.95 Postage paid (in USA). 

Visa, MasterCard & Checks accepted. 

- OR SEE YOUR DEALER - 

Winger Sports, Ltd. 

1306 W. County Road F 
Arden Hills, MN 55112 
612-633-4016 Reader Service No. 90 


NEIL PRYDE-SIMMER STYLE-AMPRO-WINDSURFING HAWAII—BIC—TIGA—FANATIC 



“TIGA POWERJIBE AND 
NEIL PRYDE RAF SPEED.. 
LEAVE YOUR FRIENDS 
Is BEHIND.” 

Im* V,WNGTEAM 

'I Talk to Wolf or Robert today 


(Ml 


305-665-0167.1-800-422-LOOP 

QUICK DELIVERIES ANYWHEREI 

VIKING WINDSURFING 

1596 S. Dixie Hwy 
Coral Gables (Miami) FL 33146 

Circle Reader Service No. 92 


HI TECH-DA KINE-RAINBOW FINS—THULE—XSL—O'NEILL—BARE—AQUATA 


Custom Boards In Stock - 8'3" to 9' 6" 

order direct for immediate delivery from 

HE) □ f - [I, bn 

SAILBOARDS 

A ccepting orders for the latest high-wind, high-speed slalom designs, tailored to 
your conditions and featuring our deluxe carbon-fiber model. Full stock of Gorge- 
proven Dill design fin systems. Sails, accessories and T-shirts. Call or write for additional 
Information. "If It Swells, Ride It" T-shirts available for $12.00 plus $2.00 shipping and 
handling. Please indicate size. VISA/MasterCard accepted. 

Box 662, Hood River, OR 97031,503-386-6202 
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BAJA HIGHWIND CENTER 

Los Barriles - Sea of Cortez, B.C.S. 

Nov. 15 - Mar. 15 



New! Internationally recognized, advanced boardsailing 
certification programs available. Also, waterstarting, jibing, 
tuition, video playback and top pro guest instructors! 

Weekly races on our permanent race course. The 1988 Baja 
International Boardsailing Championships: 
-- Jan 6-Jan 16. 


6th year in operation. 

A great vacation in the heart of 
Baja's Wind Zone . . . Interested? 

Call and make your reservations early! 


Exclusive Test Center for 




"The place to go!" 

RANDY FRENCH 
Head Designer, Seatrend 


Official winter training 
site for Mistral Pro 
US Racing Team . 


Try 1988 boards before 
anyone else sees them. 


M 

HIGHWIND 

CENTER 

C ^^ dlR•*^• r8 • ^r,CI,,0 • 73 


(US) 800-222.5697 
(CA) 800.323.1991 
415.322.0613 


125 University, Suite 140 Palo Alto, CA 94301 


and walk across the bypass to throw it in the 
ocean for a little jumping 
At the lighthouse in Halteras is another popu- j 
lar spot, although its definitely for the more 
advanced sailors. One of the largest lighthouses 
in the country, it’s become a great landmark for 
wave sailors. The waves tend to be cleaner here 
and average about four feet in the fall. When 
conditions are just right, the waves have been 
known to be mast-high. 

Florida 


I f you’re serious about your wind and you 
want to sail on the west coast of Florida, then 
talk to Mark Robinson of West Coast Water 
Sports in Clearwater Beach (813-443-1902). 
Robinson keeps a daily wind log and can give 
you a pretty good idea of what conditions to 
expect. The first week of September, for exam¬ 
ple, is generally summer-like with winds out of 
the east in the morning at less than 10 knots. By 
the afternoon, there’s a light afternoon sea- 
breeze out of the northwest at about 10 knots. 
The wind picks up at the end of September with 
a few days with stronger easterly winds in the 
morning. 

October usually brings the first cold fronts to 
Florida. That means strong southerly winds of 
15 to 25 m.p.h. followed by northwest winds at 
20 to 35 m.pii. 

On the west coast, northwesterly winds are 
preferable for wave sailing because they hit 
side-onshore. That offers the strongest poten¬ 
tial for a wind swell. The southerly winds that hit 
prior to a cold front are good for sailing off the 
causeway. With a southeasterly wind, the ocean 
conditions tend to be offshore and gusty, but the 
causeway features cleaner wind. 

The Dunedin Causeway is the best spot for a 
southeasterly wind and the Bellaire Causeway, 
west of Tampa, is the spot to enjoy a northeast¬ 
erly wind. On the other side of Tampa Bay, the 
causeway to Long Boat Key is another popular 
sailing spot. The north side is preferable for 
northerly winds. 

When sailing Florida waters in the fall, be 
careful. September is breeding season for 
stingrays. Protect yourself by learning the 
Stringray Shuffle. When you jump off your 
board, shuffle your feet to let them know you’re 
there. They don’t want to get stepped on any 
more than you want to do the stepping. If you do 
get stung, the barb on the back of their tail can 
stick into your foot or leg and become badly 
infected. Make sure you get it treated right away. 

In south Florida, September means big sails, 
said Chip Weinert, of A Windsurfing Place, 
located on Biscayne Bay (305-361-1225). The 
pattern is pretty consistent. Winds start out 
light in the morning, then pick up to 20 knots as 
thunderstorms form over the Everglades in the 
afternoon. Following the storm, that’s it for the 
day. 

One of the most popular south Florida loca¬ 
tions is Biscayne Bay. On a good day, it’s not 
unusual to see as many as 1,000 sailboards 
spread out across the water. 

A favorite spot is right off the Rickenbacker 
Causeway, at Hobie Beach. Parking, right next to 
the water, is free. There’s shallow water and 
great flat water sailing. When the wind picks up, 
it’s just a 10-minute ride to the ocean for waves. 

Virginia Key Beach, on the ocean side of the 
Causeway, always attracts lots of shortboard 
sailors because of its high winds. There’s a two- 
mile stretch of beach, so even though the area 
attracts hundreds of sailors, it never seems 
crowded. O 
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BAJA?? 


THANKSGIVING OR NEW YEARS? 



DON’T BE LATE! 


Last year the popular holiday periods were booked full by September. Don’t be 
disappointed— call now! 


TWO EXCITING NEW PACKAGES TO CHOOSE FROM 


'/k 7EI£L 


I •HOTEL PALMAS DE CORTEZ, LOS BARRILES 

SEASON STARTS NOVEMBER 16,1987 

The best boardsailing package in Baja is back with an even more exciting program for 1987/88. Launch 
from in front of your room and enjoy— 

■ Beautiful beachfront accommodations & meals 

■ A full selection of the latest performance equipment 

■ Daily high wind instruction sessions, seminars & videos 

■ Mountain biking, horseback riding, tennis, volleyball & snorkeling 

■ Mexican fiesta nights, beach bon-fires & free margaritas... (if the winds don’t blow!!) 

COMPLETE ONE WEEK PACKAGES FROM $528.00 


II HOTEL PUNTA COLORADA—“BAJA EXPLORERS CAMP” 

SEASON STARTS NOVEMBER 1,1987 

An excellent new alternative for experienced sailors who prefer to bring their own eauipment and 
independently explore the numerous high wind sailing spots and conditions of Southern Baja’s 
famous Soutn-East Cape. Program includes: ■ Beach front accommodations & meals including 

box lunches for excursions 

■ Central location to area hot spots with great 
sailing right from Hotel 

■ Explorers Guidebook to local wavesailing, 
speed sailing & wind conditions 

■ Videos, parties & repair services for your 
equipment! 

ONE WEEK PACKAGES 
FROM $295.00 



call toll free 


800 • 222-5717 
(CA) 800 •551-8844 
(Inti) 818 • 883-2049 




P.O. BOX 1284 CANOGA PARK, CA 91304 
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Newest Sailing Hotspot! 

South Padre Island 

I f you’ve got the board, we'll 
find the room. Experience 
our southeasterly winds and 
year-round tropical temperatures at 
the very tip of Texas. We can make 
your Island vacation a breeze. 
Offering the Islands largest variety 

of rental properties.Beach 

Houses, Condominiums 
and more! 


Padre 3\,<uda\ 
&TAavoXeaaace 

SOUTH PADRE ISLAND, TEXAS 
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Windek Corporation 

“1987 Dealer Catalog” 

USA Most Complete Line 
Sailboard Accessories 

603 - 881-5640 


TRANSLIFT 

The Sherpas Translift 
allows you to load 
kayaks, skis & sail' 
boards conveniently 
and easily on the side 
of your vehicle. 


...and carry them 
safety to your destina¬ 
tion. The ideal multi¬ 
sport rack system 
for vans & campers. 


For a free catalog 
showing the complete 
Sherpas program 
contact: 


CLIMB HIGH INC 

P.O. Box 9210 X 
S. Burlington. VT 05401 
802-864-4122 
























































































SUBSCRIBER 

SERVICE 

p --------- H 


When writing to 
us about your 
subscription, 
please attach your 
mailing label 
here. 


□ Moving/Changing Address? 

Please give us at least four weeks 
advance notice. Attach label for old 
address and fill in your new address 
below. 

□ New Subscriber. Check this box 
and length of subscription below 
(For gift subscription please attach a 
separate sheet with your name and 
address. Payment must accompany 
gift orders.) 

□ Renewing? Check this box and 
make sure your current label is 
correct. If there are any changes, 
make them on the lines below. 

I want to save money! Please start 
my 2596 off subscription to 
WINDRIDER and continue it for: 

□ One Year. $14#T $11.97 

□ Two Years.S243T $19.97 

□ ThreeYears ...S34*T $27.97 

□ Payment Enclosed □ Bill Me 

Name -- 

Address —- 

City- 

State__Zip-- 

Mail to: WindRider Magazine 

RO. Box 183 
Mt. Morris. IL 61054 




Warm weather, sunny days and 20-25 knots 
average windspeed year round. 



Now available: 

the highest performance rental fleet in the world: 


All rigs include Simmer 
Style and Neil Pryde 
R.A.F. mylar sails, 
Ampro masts, heavy- 
duty surf booms and 
roof racks. Our custom 


board rental fleet has 
increased to over 200 
boards including 
floaters, double¬ 
concave slalom, 
speed and wave boards. 



Afr,y 




We carry the full range of F2 boards and are the largest retail 
outlet for Da Kine Hawaii. Our rental program has advanced 
more people to waterstarts than anywhere. Upon your arrival 
we will help you to select the best board and sail to fit the 
conditions and your ability. As you progress, feel free to ex¬ 
change your board and/or sail any time. Lessons are available 
for waterstarts, jibes and advanced sailing. Located near the 
airport, one mile from Kanaha Beach Park. 


NCWI 


Round-Trip Airfare, Waterfront 
Condo in Kihei, Car with Racks and 
Rental Board with RAF Rig 


$799 




One Full Week 


Call Toll Free 

1-800-367-5108 


tor more details (.ill or write the < rew <ii 
Hawaiian Island Windsurfing Rentals, ln^ # 
460 Dairy Road, Kaluilui. Maui, III 007 
808-871-4981 or Toll Free 800-231-6958 



All prices subjet I to (hangc without notit e. 


HAWAIIAN ISLAND 

WINDSURFING 

MALI 


‘Round trip from Los Angeles, San f rar u isco and/or Seattle 
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Boardsailing Adventures 


Presents... 

High-Performance 
Boardsailing Packages In 


Beachfront Accommodations 
Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner 
Daily instruction 
Flat Water & Wavesailing 
Appres Sailing Margaritas 



All New Performance Equipment 
By: 

NORTH • WINDSURE • AMPRO 
WINDRIDER • F2 • ALPHA • FANATIC 
KIWIND • TERZO 

Mr. Bill's Custom Boards Channln 
Precision Fiberglassing 



S AMPRO rj 


40 tZ&ZX°7. 


WINDSURE ■ 
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F( 


FOR RESERVATIONS OR INFORMATION CONTACT: 

Mr. Bill's Boardsailing Adventures 

c/o Cascade Travel 

111 Oak Street, Hood River, OR 97031 

503-386-6800 


Circle Reader Service No. 141 
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IS L AND TEXAS 


VES! 


Experience South 
Padre Island—Texas’ 
Boardsailing Paradise. 
Windsurf in the Gulf of 
Mexico or boardsail on the Laguna MadreBay. 

• Take a shot at our 31.33 knot speed-sailing 
record, or rent a board and take lessons — 
the reliable winds and subtropical climate 
mean the conditions are great year-round. 
• Choose from a wide variety of accom¬ 
modations, from affordable condo¬ 
minium rentals and spacious beach 
cottages to resort hotels. 

* Call or write for more informa¬ 
tion. (U.S.) 1-800-992-7263 
(TX) 1-800-992-4753 


city state zip Come sail the Island. 

Send lu: South Padre Island Tourist Bureau, Box 3500AVR, South Padre Island. Texas 78597 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


ALASKA_ 

GARY KING’S ALASKA WINDSURFING 
ACADEMY, Chucky Cheese Bldg.. 307 East Northern 
Lights, Anchorage. AK 99503 (907) 277-2933. Lessons, 
beginners-advanced. Specializing in windsurfing 
equipment for Alaskan waters-drysuits-dryboots- 
boards-sails-accessories at prices you can afford. 


ARIZONA _ 

ARIZONA FUNBOARDS, 3030 South Rural Rd„ 
Tempe. Arizona 85282 (602) 829-8805. Featuring: F2, 
Seatrend. North Sails, Arizona Funboards Customs, 
Hypertech. 

SAILBOARDS, LTD., 1705 W. University, Tempe. 
AZ 85281 (602) 921-0150. Sailboard, Fanatic. Cobra, 
Marlin, Formula Hawaii and accessories galore! Entry 
level or heavy enthusiast, we have your gear. 


CALIFORNIA_ 

AMERICAN RIVER RECREATION, 11257 South 
Bridge St., Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 (916) 635-4479. 
Valley’s largest selection of sailboards and acces¬ 
sories. From the beginner to the advanced wave sailor. 
Sales, Rentals and Lessons. 

B & D SPORTS, 137 Roosevelt Ave., Redwood City, 
CA 94061 (415) 364-5995. The Peninsula's complete 
specialty shop. Service * Rentals * Demos * Repairs. 

J G SURF & SPORT, 133 E. Branch St, Arroyo 
Grande. CA 93420 (805)489-8788. 20 years’ shaping 
experience. Alpha, Klepper, Rip Curl. Gaastra, Neil 
Pryde, Simmer, Freedom, North, Ampro. Windsurf 
Hawaii, Fleetwood, Terzo racks, Gul, O’Neill and Body 
Gloves. Gateway to Lopez Lake. 

WINDSPORTS, Fanatic, F2, Aitken, Alpha. Seatrend 
and many other boards and accessories carried. Les¬ 
sons and Rentals. Call ns!! (415) 459-1171.1595 Fran¬ 
cisco Blvd.. San Rafael, CA 94901 or (415) 753-8828, 
3620 Wawona, San Francisco, CA 94106. 


CONNECTICUT _ 

REX SAILBOARD SYSTEMS, Full service 7 days 
year round. Repairs-Service. Extensive inventory. Hard 
to find parts our specialty. Authorized dealer for: 
Jimmy Lewis, Bic, O’Brien, Sailboard. Freedom, Neil 
Pryde, Fleetwood, Windsurfing Hawaii, Bare, Victory, 
Thule, Yakima, and much more. Visit or call our water¬ 
front store for one of the best selections in the North¬ 
east. 144 Water Street, S. Norwalk, CT 06854 (203) 
838-4006. 

WATER-WISE, 250 Broad Street, Manchester. CT 
06040. Novice to slalom boards. Equipment by Mistral, 
O’Brien, NeU Pryde, Ampro, DaKine and Windsurfing 
Hawaii. Lessons, rental, demo programs and repairs. 
Mistral Fleet and Sailboard Club. 


DELAWARE_ 

BAY SPORTS, 11 Dickinson St, Dewey Beach, DE 
19971 (302) 227-7590, Boards by Alpha, Tiga, Klepper. 
Largest sailing windsurfing school in the Mid-Atlantic. 
Rentals by the hour, day or week. BAY SPORTS teaches 
high performance demos. Boards: 90L-230L Sails: RAF 
& Camber 4.0-7.7. Call today or write for more informa¬ 
tion. 


FLORIDA_ 

A WINDSURFING PLACE, located on the Beach/ 
Bay, 5 minute drive to 5 Hotels. We offer wide selection 
of production & custom boards. Rentals: quality 
boards; Mistral, F2. O’Brien, Seatrend, Rainbow A cus¬ 
tom boards. Lessons by certified instructors all levels. 
Miami offers high winds & beautiful surroundings. Call 
(305)361-1225. 

AAA SAILBOARDS MIAMI,INC., Windsurfer 
Beach, Rickenbacker Causeway, Miami. The best 
bayfront location! Complete school & certification 
program. Hi-Tech board rental, Alpha sailboard sales 
and test center. Look for our mobile pro-shop on the 
beach. (305) 361-SAIL (7245). 
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Shops & Schools Directory 


BLUE WATER MARINE SPORTS, All major 
brands ol boards and accessories. Professional sales 
and service. Mistral clothing: 3470 South Dixie Hwy.. 
Miami, FL 33133, order hotline (305) 444-7343. 

CALEMA BOARDSAILING, 362 Magnolia Ave., 
Merritt Island. FL 32952 (305) 453-3223. Mistral certi¬ 
fied instructors-lessons, rentals, demos, repairs & 
sales. Fleet activities monthly. 

OCEAN BLVD. SAILBOARDING, 5254 Ocean 
Blvd.. Sarasota, FL 34242 (813) 349-3828. on the Gulf, 
large rental fleet, lessons. Mistral, Alpha, accessories, 
clothing. Open 7 days. Home of Fleet 13. 

SANDY POINT SAILBOARDS, 1114 Riverside 
Drive, Holly Hill, FL 32017. (Near Daytona Beach) Full 
service sailboard shop, featuring Mistral, Fanatic, 
O'Brien and custom boards. Complete line of acces¬ 
sories and parts, including Aerotech sails. Lessons, 
rentals, board and sail repairs. WE SHIP ANYWHERE. 
(904)255-4977. 

SKI WORLD OF ORLANDO, 1425 N. Orange 
Avenue, Orlando, FL 32804 (305) 894-5012. Lessons 
and rentals on Lake Ivanhoe. Complete Pro Shop with 
full line of accessories. Try before you buy on Mistral 
and HiFly sailboards. IF THE WIND IS BAD - JET SKI!! 

SPLASHDANCE in Niceville. We serve NW Florida, 
Fort Walton Beach, Destin. Quality lessons, boards, 
gear. (904) 678-1637. 

TACKLE SHACK WINDSURFING, Mistral and 
Alpha Master dealer. Day and weekly rentals. Gaastra 
test station. Tampa Bay area Florida (813) 546-5080. 

THE SURF STATION, (home of Windsurfing St. 
Augustine). Tory Strange's premier windsurfing opera¬ 
tion. Sales, lessons, rentals, accessories and service 
galore!!! 1020 Anastasia Blvd., St. Augustine, Florida 
32084 (904) 471-WIND. 

VIKING WINDSURFING, INC., 1596 S. Dixie 
Highway. Coral Gables (Miami), FL 33146. High-Perfor¬ 
mance Shop: Windsurfing Hawaii. Neil Pryde, Simmer 
style. Freedom, Ampro, Sailboard Masterclass, Mistral, 
Tiga, O'Neill, Bare wetsuits, Beachwear, Hawaiian Cus¬ 
tom, Bic-Racks, School & Rental. Top Service and 
Repairs. Mail Orders. Visa & MasterCard. Call (305) 
665-0167. 

WIND SPORT FLORIDA, 10700S.W. 190thSt..Cut¬ 
ler Ridge. FL 33157 (305) 235-4414. Most complete 
store on the East coast All major brands from begin¬ 
ners to advance sailors. Complete line of custom 
boards from Hawaii. Rentals by the hour or by the 
week. Parts & Service. Call today for mail order infor¬ 
mation. 

WINDSURFING FLORIDA SUNCOAST, Beach- 
comber Hotel, 6200 Gulf Blvd„ St. Pete Beach, (813) 
360-3783 and 8802 Rocky Creek Dr., Tampa. (813) 884- 
0542. Sales, rentals, lessons. 

WINDSURFING KEY LARGO, 2 beachside shops: 
104100 Overseas Highway, Key Largo, FL 33037 
(Bayside) (305) 451-3869 and at Holiday Isle Resort, 
lslamorada, FL 33036 (Oceanside) Lessons, rentals, 
demos. F2, Mistral, Sealrend, Hi-Tech, Ampro. Wind¬ 
surfing Hawaii, Neil Pryde sails, Fanatic, Alpha, custom 
accessories. Sail the BREEZE in the Florida KEYS. 

WINDSURFING OF PORT ORANGE, 3961 Ridge¬ 
wood Avenue. Port Orange, FL 32019 (904) 767-8904. 
Halifax River speed sailing & Ponce Inlet wave sailing. 
Equipment, lessons & rentals-novice to expert. 

WINDSURFING SPACE COAST, Accomodations 
on the Indian River between Cocoa and Melboume.Jl 0 
per day and up. Full line of 87 Fanatic sailboards for 
rent. Excellent boardsailing & vacationing year round. 
2050 Rockledge Dr., Rockledge. Florida 32955 (305) 
259-5093. 


HAWAII_ 

HANALEI SAILBOARDS, Kauai's larges! rental 


inventory - 10 minutes from Kauai's best windsurfing 
sports. Exclusive dealer for Jimmy Lewis, Hi-Tech and 
Simmer Style. Convenient hours, expert service. P.O. 
Box 496, HanaleiJil 96714. (808) 826-9732. 

HI-TECH SAILBOARDS OF HAWAII, 230 Hana 
Hwy., Kahului, Maui, HI 96732 (808) 877-2111. Com¬ 
plete retail shop and top-of-the-line rentals, including 
the latest Hi-Tech custom board designs. Lessons 
available. 

SAILBOARDS KAUAI, LTD., 3470 Paena Loop, 
Lihue. Kauai. Hawaii 96766 (808) 245-5955. Kauai's 
most complete sailboard shop. The best equipment 
rentals: Guaranteed Iessons;and Friendly, knowledge¬ 
able sales personnel. 


ILLINOIS 

MARINE MART, 639 Ogden, Downers Grove, IL 
60515 (312) 968-6477. Mistral. Alpha, Aitken sail¬ 
boards. O’Neill, Bare, Sportskin wetsuits. Complete 
line of parts and accessories. Free sailboard clinics 
every Tuesday during season. 

WINDWARD SPORTS, Windsurfing Specialists 
have certified over 3000 students. Large selection of 
quality equipment in stock. Honest advice; Minimum 
price; Friendly service. 3317 North Clark, Chicago, IL 
60657(312)472-6868. 


MAINE _ 

PORT SPORTS, 127 Marginal Way, Portland, ME 
04104 (207) 775-6080. Dock Square and Ocean Avenue, 
Kennebunkport, ME 04046 (207) 967-3159. Long Lake, 
Naples, ME Lessons-rentals-high wind center. Mistral, 
F2, Seatrend, Gaastra, Neil Pryde. 

SUNNY BREEZE SPORTS, Route 302, Naples, 
Maine 04055 (207) 693-3867. Bic, Fanatic, O’Brien. 
Parts & Accessories. Lessons & Rentals. 

THE SAILBOARD SOURCE, INC., One Washing¬ 
ton Street. Camden, ME 04843 (207) 236-2991. Full 
range lessons & rentals. Mistral, Bic, Seatrend, Gaas¬ 
tra, O’Neill, Windsurfing Hawaii. 


MASSACHUSETTS _ 

BUZZARDS BAY SAILBOARDS, Rt. 6. Marion. MA 
(617) 748-1648. Located on warm/windy Buzzards Bay. 
Mistral, F2, Fanatic, Sailboard, Seatrend, Tiga, 
O’Brien... Exclusive Northeast dealer for HI-PER TECH 
slalom boards. Lessons/Rentals/Demos available at 
our private beach 

CAN AM SAILCRAFT, 48 Charles Street, Cam¬ 
bridge, MA 02141 (617) 661-7702. Largest display of 
sailboards on East coast! Mistral, Fanatic, F2, Wind¬ 
surfer, Seatrend, Bic, Tiga, O’Brien, HiFly. Full line of 
accessories with highly qualified staff. Lessons, rentals 
and expert advice. 

CAPE SAILBOARDS, 661 Main Street, Falmouth, 
MA 02540 (617) 540-8800. New England’s high wind 
specialists with one of the best selections of custom 
boards in the Northeast. Lessons, rentals, service, 
activewear. 

MADD MIKE’S WINDSURFING, 54 Thayer St., 
Boston,MA02118(617)451-6181. Boston’s largestsail- 
board shop. Convenient location (Intersection of Mass. 
Pike and S£. Expressway), free parking, board storage, 
demos, rentals, lessons, repairs, clothing, videos, 
GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES. Velocity, Sailboard 
Maui, Boardworks (pro’s choice), Trax, Hi-Tech, 
Hydrodynamic’s booms. Windwing, Freedom, Neil 
Pryde, North, Lidgard, etc., etc., etc. Also complete line 
for beginner to intermediate. Most ‘86 boards in stock 
half price. 

PECKS’ SAILBOARD CENTER, 3800 Rt. 28. 
Cotuit, MA 02635 (617) 420-1333. MISTRAL, MASTER¬ 
CLASS, O’BRIEN. HIFLY. Gaastra & Neil Pryde sails. 


Lessons, rentals & beachwear Cape Cod's Sailing Cen¬ 
ter. 

THE BOARDSAILING CENTER, 449 Washington 
St., Duxbury, MA 02331 (617) 934-2720. Boston’s South 
shore boardsailing headquarters. Mistral. F2. Tiga, 
Naish Hawaii. Sailboard. O’Brien. Sales, rentals, les¬ 
sons and service. 


MICHIGAN _ 

OUTPOST WINDSPORTS, New Buffalo (616) -169- 
4210. Outpost Windsports, St. Joseph (616) 983-2010. 
Rentals, lessons. Mistral, Fanatic, O’Neill. Call for sav¬ 
ings on Gaastra 9.0 sails, also Michigan State Mistral 
Championship, June 6-7,1987, at St. Joseph. 


MINNESOTA _ 

SAILBOARD WAREHOUSE, Dept. v. 2963 York- 
ton Blvd., SL Paul, MN 55117 (800) 992-7245 or (612) 
482-9995! Largest display of sailboards anywhere! 
Over 20,000 sq. ft. facility with 5,000 sq. ft. showroom. 
KERMA, FANATIC, TIGA, ALPHA, BIC. SAILBOARD MAS¬ 
TERCLASS, NEON, SURF PARTNER, NEIL PRYDE, TOP¬ 
SAILS, WEICHHART, EXEL, O’NEILL, RONNY and much 
more! Top service with our professional staff for all 
your windsurfing needs. Call or write today for our Free 
52-Page color mail order catalog. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE _ 

WINNI SAILBOARDERS’ SCHOOL & OUT- 
LET, Lessons on the water. Demo plan. Wide selection 
of cartop sail gear. 687 Union Avenue, Laconia, NH 
03246(603)528-4110. 


NEW JERSEY _ 

BAYVIEW SAILBOATS, 312 Bay Ave., Ocean City 
(609) 398-3049. Everything windsurfing, year round. 
Visa, UPS. 

BOBBY KNAPP SKI SHOP, North Jersey’s sail¬ 
board headquarters, from boards to board shorts, 
everything for the beginner through expert. Produc¬ 
tion and custom, wetsuits, drysuits and accessories. 
Sales and rentals. Call for details (201) 444-7576, Ridge¬ 
wood, NJ 07450. 

BRIGANTINE SAILBOARDS, 406 West Shore, 
Brigantine, NJ 08203 (609) 266-2727. Mistral, Bic, Tiga. 
Sailboard, Neil Pryde, Gaastra. Accessories, wetsuits, 
drysuits. Complete RENTALS & LESSONS, beginner 
thru advanced. Video taping available. BAY & OCEAN 
SAILING. 

LANCE SAILING CENTER, Boards by F2, Sail- 
board, Bic, Seatrend, Fleetwood. 1987 Bic Test Center. 
Accessories, sales, service. NEW LOCATION: 3 miles 
west of Sandy Hook (Atlantic Highlands Business Dis¬ 
trict). 65 First Ave., Atlantic Highlands, NJ 07716 (201) 
872-2711. 

PELICAN SAILBOARD CENTER, New Jersey’s 
largest Bic, O’Brien, Mistral. HiFly and Sailboard Mas¬ 
terclass dealer. Complete line of wet and dry suits and 
accessories. Route 10, Morris Plains (201) 267-0964. 

PRINCETON AQUA SPORTS, Windsurfing les¬ 
sons; sales, rentals, accessories, wetsuits. 306 Alexan¬ 
der SL, Princeton, NJ 08540 (609) 924-4240. 

SILVER APPLE SURF SHOPS, 1618 Boulevard, 
Seaside Park, NJ 08752 (201) 793-2910 or 2128. Largest 
windsurfing location in New Jersey. We have every¬ 
thing. Ocean and Bay sailing. 


NEW YORK _ 

DELTA KNOLLS SPORTS, 8388 Elmer Hill Rd., 
Rome, NY 13440 (315) 339-1280. Central New York’s 
largest selection ol sailboards and accessories by 
Fanatic, Tiga, Seatrend, Neil Piyde, Gaastra, Fleetwood 
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and more. Unbelievable prices! We ship. 

HAMPTON’S WINDSURFING VACATIONS, 

Includes lessons, rentals, boards, boats & bikes! Lux¬ 
ury co-op. Tennis & pool on Tiana Bay in Hampton 
Bays, LI., N.Y. SHOP: 1686 North Highway, South 
Hampton. NY 11968 (516) 283-8466. SCHOOL & 
RENTAL SITE: Meschutt Beach, Hampton Bays, (516) 
728-2345. RESORT: Hampton Arms. 61 Tiana Rd., 
Hampton Bays, NY (516) 728-4161. 

HAWAIIAN SAILBOARDS, (516) 757-4315. Long 
Island's most complete sailboard shops. All the top 
boards. Hi-Performance equipment. Lessons and 
rentals. Exclusive West Coast and Hawaiian beach- 
wear. Open year round at 60 Main Street, Northport. 
April-August-Hawaiian at Sno-Haus, 2 Jericho Tpke., 
Huntington. 

ISP INTERNATIONAL SAILING PRODUCTS, 

Oyster Bay. NY. Long Island’s complete outfitters of 
sailing and windsurfing equipment. We carry most 
desired brands and customs. Lessons, rentals, 
activewear. Free color catalog. (800) 645-7676. NY 
(516)922-5200. 


NORTH CAROLINA_ 

ATLANTIC WIND SAILBOARD CO., on site les¬ 
sons, camping, sailing on Ocean or Sound, boards by 
Klepper & Vinta, sails by N.P.U. - P.O. Box 636, Salter 
Path Road, Salter Path, NC 28575 (919) 247-6387. 
HATTERAS OUTDOORS, Sail great wind condi¬ 
tions in scenic Cape Hatteras National Seashore. Pro¬ 
duction and custom rentals and sales, accessories 
galore and more!!! Daily and weekly rates on lessons, 
rentals and lodging. Windsurf heaven in '87. Rt. 12, P.O. 
Box 947, Buxton, NC 27920. (919) 995-5815. 

HI-TECH WINDSURF, We stock Accusport.Ampro 
mast, drysuits, gloves, footwear, Marlow line, Neil 
Pryde, Rainbow Fins, Seatrend, Simmer sails, Thule 
racks, Windsurfing Hawaii. Private lessons by appoint¬ 
ment. 25 Glenway Street, Charlotte-Belmont, NC (704) 
825-4113. 

PRECISION SAIL & SURF, Emerald Isle, NC (919) 
354-2277. Featuring Mistral, O’Brien. Most complete 
shop on the Crystal Coast. 

SEA D ZINES, 2 great locations! Rentals,sales, certi¬ 
fied lessons. Lake sailing in Raleigh, NC (919) 847- 
SURF. Ocean, Sound access & camping on beach in 
Emerald Isle, NC (919) 247-6387. 


OHIO_ 

LITTLE MOUNTAIN LTD SKI & SAILBOARD, 

best selection including Mistral, HiFly, Vinta & 
Seatrend boards. Ampro, Windsurfing Hawaii, Gaastra, 
Maui & Sons. Quicksilver & much more!! Car racks, 
rentals, demos, certified lessons, races & GOOD 
ADVICE!! 7900 Plaza Drive., Mentor, Ohio 44060 (216) 
255-7547 or 946-5028. 

WINDBREAKERS SURF CO., 109 Westerville 
Mall, Westerville, OH 43081 (614) 890-9008. Mistral, 
Fanatic, Vinta, Sobstad, HiFly, Windwing. Neil Pryde, 
Gul, Bare, Aquata, Thule. Full lessons and rental pro¬ 
gram. 


OREGON_ 

GORGE WINDSURFING, 319 East 2nd.Hie Dalles. 
OR 97058 (503) 298-8796. Equipment, accessories, les¬ 
sons, rentals, novice to expert. Open year-round. Mail 
order. 

HOOD RIVER WINDSURFING, P.O. Box 578, 
Hood River, OR 97031. High wind specialists: Retail, 
school, rentals, repairs. Free mail order catalog. Open 
year-round. 

MEADOWS WINDSYNERGY, Port Marina Park, 
Hood River, OR 97031 (503) 386-WIND. Meadow’s 
Windsynergy offers the largest school in the Columbia 
River Gorge. All levels of instruction are available. Sev¬ 
eral different learning sites insure good wind condi¬ 
tions. The shop is a Fanatic Fun Center and offers a 
complete line of Fanatic demo and rental equipment 
which includes state-of-the-art wind custom boards by 
Shuler and state-of-the-AR.T. sails. The Gorge Cities 


Blowout, a twenty mile downwind run, Iongboard 
slalom and freestyle event, is August 14-18. For further 
information, contact Columbia Gorge Marketing at 1- 
800-222-8660,1-800-222-8611 (Oregon). 

RANDY BARNA’S WINDSURFING, 345 S.W. Cen- 
tury Drive, Bend, Oregon 97702 (503) 389-0890. 800- 
752-2515 in Oregon. Enjoy our waterstart and jibe 
lessons in the Hood River area. We're Oregon’s oldest 
windsurfing school. 

PENNSYLVANIA 

HIGH WIND SPORTS, 18 South Monroe Street, 
Media, PA 19063 (215) 565-8632. Fanatic, North, Gaas¬ 
tra, ART, Thule, Victory, Fleetwood, Ampro, Spartan, 
Rainbow, Bare Windwing and Dakine everything. 
Finally that great looking cold water hat “Nelson Cus¬ 
toms." Try one. 

HOOKED ON WINDSURFING, 238 Lawn Avenue, 
Sellersville, PA 18960 (215) 257-5366. F2, O’Brien, 
Alpha dealer. Demos, mini-lessons, trade-ins! North, 
Pryde sails. Wet and drysuits, accessories. Board and 
sail repair shop. We talk and sell windsurfing only! 

NESTOR’S WARMING HUT, 2510 MacArthur Rd., 
Whitehall, PA 18052 (215) 432-2323. Sales, service, les¬ 
sons, rentals on the best from FANATIC, MISTRAL, 
SEATREND, BIC, GAASTRA, NORTH, O’NEILL and 
more. Call for details on our demo, lesson and racing 
programs. 

ROSE VALLEY SPORTS, 1501 Seneca Run, Ambler, 
PA 19002 (215) 643-6018. Seatrend boards. Windwing 
sails,Thule racks, North and Windsurfing Hawaii prod¬ 
ucts, Surfer House and Bare wetsuits. 

SHANK’S MARE, 46 S. Pershing Avenue,York, PA 
17401 (717) 846-3132. South-Central PA’s oldest, most 
complete facility. Mistral, F2, Fanatic, HiFly. Call for 
Brochure! 


SOUTH CAROLINA_ 

WIND-N-WAVE COMBINATIONS, Hie Grand- 
strand’s windsurfing headquarters provides lessons, 
sales and rentals. We stock Bic, Fanatic, DaKine, Wind¬ 
surfing Hawaii, Thule, Rainbow, Peace Frogs, etc. 
USYRU Certified Instructors David and Cyrus. Located 
Route 1, Box 6D, Hwy. 17 Bus. in Murrells Inlet, SC 29576 
(803)651-9030. 

WINDSURFING HILTON HEAD, the Plaza at 
Shelter Cove and South Beach Marina, Hilton Head 
Island, S.C. 29928 (803) 686-6996. The largest, most 
sophisticated boardsailing school in the USA, Begin¬ 
ner to advanced instructions. All-around and Hi-Per- 
formance rentals. Plus, the Southeast’s most 
comprehensive board shop. 


TEXAS_ 

FREEDOM SPORTS, 210 S. Main, Grapevine, TO 
76051 (817)488-7914. Located near DFW Airport. Com¬ 
plete sailboard shop, rentals, lessons. Production and 
custom equipment and accessories. 

H.O.T. WINDSURFING, 3629 E. Business Hwy. 190, 
Killeen, TO 76543 (817) 690-SAIL. Sales, rentals, acces¬ 
sories, BJ.G. Instructions. 

ON THE BEACH, 2105 Padre Blvd.. South Padre 
Island, TO 78597 (512) 761-1194. Complete Hi-Perfor- 
mance surtfspeed sailing shop. Weymouth world 
record holder on staff. 

SAIL SURFING, 984 1 South Padre Island Dr„ Corpus 
Christi, TO 78418 (512) 937-2375. Outfitters for Laguna 
Madre explorations, wave jumping in the Gulf of Mex¬ 
ico. Master instructors Bob & Vicki Harraghy provide 
introductory & advanced instruction, instructors sem¬ 
inars monthly, on the beautiful Texas Riviera. Rentals 
& repairs, High Wind Test Center for Bic, F2. West Wind 
& Seatrend. Alden rowing shells, kayaking & sailing 
instructions. 

SOUTHCOAST WINDSURFING, INC., Texas’ 
largest sailboard shop. Lessons, rentals, service, recre¬ 
ational & Hi-Performance boards and accessories. 
Houston, Loop 610 & S. Main (713) 660-9915. Clear 
Lake, 1-45 & NASA 1 (713)332-3343. 


VERMONT_ 

NEW ENGLAND SAILBOARD, (802) 874-H78. 
Windsurfing Specialists With Experience and WE 
LOVE BEGINNERS. Only the best equipment for man, 
woman and child is sold here. Our trained staff gets 
you sailing faster, easier and for less money than the 
rest HI PERFORMANCE CUSTOM SLALOM BOARDS 
and components that have been GORGE tested are in 
stock ready for you. Ask about our own line of slalom 
and wave booms called Pro-Line. Performance rentals 
and demos available, along with lessons for all abili¬ 
ties. Free catalog, shipping available. P.O. Box 233, Rt. 
30, Jamaica, Vermont 05343. 

NEW ENGLAND SAILBOARD, (802) 773-4146. 
We've grown in order to serve you better. Our second 
location has 3,000 sq. ft of boards and accessories; a 
boardsailor's dream. We have the LARGEST SELEC¬ 
TION of USED EQUIPMENT in New England. Rt. 4, Rut¬ 
land, Vermont 05701. 

VIRGINIA 

WASHINGTON SAILING MARINA, George 
Washington Memorial Parkway, Alexandria, VA 33214 
(703) 548-9027. BJ.G. 5 star rated windsurfing instruc¬ 
tional programs, rentals, instructor training and certi¬ 
fication programs. Bob Redmond, BJ.G. Master 
instructor, teaches basic through advanced programs 
on the beautiful Potomac River in the exciting atmo¬ 
sphere of Washington D.C. Minutes from downtown, 
easily accessible by Metrorail and convenient to 
National airport O'Brien sailboards and equipment, 
Accusport accessories. Washington D. C.’s profes¬ 
sional instruction program - “We guarantee success," 

WASHINGTON 

COLUMBIA RIVER GORGE WINDSURFING 
CAMP, for girls 16 and over. Week-long adventures 
beginning May 25th. $500.00 week. Write today for free 
brochure: Rock Shop, P.O. Box 108, Underwood, WA 
98651. LIMITED ENROLLMENT. 

WISCONSIN 

AQUATIC WORLD, Wisconsin’s largest display of 
boards, sales, service and lessons. 109 N. Main Street 
Oconomowoc, WI53066 (414)567-7339. 

ISTHMUS SAILBOARDS, Wisconsin’s Perfor¬ 
mance Shop. 25 brands on display, 125 sail inventory. 
Advice based on extensive on-the-water testing - 
Emphasis on quality. 3537 University Avenue, 
Madison, WI 53705 (608) 233-0660. 

PROJECT SPORT, Sailboard specialists, huge 
inventory. Sales-rentals-lessons. Two convenient 
locations: 17115 C W. Bluemound, Brookfield, WI 53005 
(414) 782-0040 and 333 W. Brown Deer, Milwaukee. WI 
53217 (414) 228-SAIL. 

SOUTHPORT RIGGING, F2. Mistral. Aitken, Hi¬ 
Tech, Fanatic, Bic, Neil Pryde, Gaastra. O’Neill, Ronnie, 
Maui & Son’s, Lessons, Rentals. 2926 75th Street (E. 
Hwy. 50), Kenosha, WI 53140 (414) 652-5434. SERVICE - 
NOT JUST SALES!! 

U. S. VIRGIN ISLANDS 

FANATIC FUN-TEXT (ENTER, in St Crow. Tlw 

most comprehensive windsurfing center in the US. 
Virgin Islands, completely stocked with over 30 boards 
including Fanatic’s 1986-1987 line. Equipment and 
instruction from beginner to competition level. BJ.G. 
certified school. Rental packages from hourly to 
weekly - delivered to your hotel.. or stay with us at 
our FUN CENTER located at the deluxe resort. Hotel On 
The Cay. Contact: Tradewindsurfing, P.O. Box 4230, 
Christiansted, St. Croix, US.VJ. 00820, (809) 773-2035 
or WindRider Travel Desk (800) 237-9445.CARIBBEAN 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED. CONTACT TRADEWIND¬ 
SURFING._ 

NOVA SCOTIA. CANADA 

O'BRIENS SKI & SURF, Winter. NX BON zro. 

Canada’s Ocean playground. High performance 
rentals. Tlga dealer. Water-side rooms $20.00. (902) 
798-5300. 
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by Jo Robertson 


Can This Relationship 

Be Saved? 


W hen Tim and Diana came to 
me for counseling, their mar¬ 
riage was in big trouble. Tim, 
an intermediate sailor, sat 
cracking his knuckles and 
clearing his throat. Diana, a beginner, 
perched on her chair nervously and blub¬ 
bered from time to time. The two were 
obviously very upset. 

To delve quickly to the root of their 
problem, I separated them and encour¬ 
aged each to speak freely. 

Diana Speaks First 

1 always thought we had the perfect mar¬ 
riage. Tim was such a loving person— 


up at three in the morning, he was still 
making adjustments and eyeing the board 
from every angle. Right then, I knew I’d 
have to join him or risk losing him to the 
waves. 

I insisted that Tim take me sailing with 
him. He promised he’d teach me in no 
time, but when we got to the beach he 
started talking gibberish. He said I was 
tacky and I should jive with him about 
Gone With the Wind . I knew he’d gone 
crazy when he told me to get on a plane 
fast: we were nowhere near the airport! 

All Tim could do was criticize and use 
profanity. “Sheet,” he kept yelling, “sheet!” 
Then, just when I started to get the hang of 


such a good sport until I took up board¬ 
sailing. I know I was a little carried away 
with it all at first, but I was really happy 
when Diana asked me to teach her to sail. I 
couldn’t wait to get her out on the water to 
show her all my radical moves, but when I 
used common terms—tack, jibe, sheet, 
plane, go off-the-wind—she stared at me 
as though I were speaking Martian! 

Her sailing is improving, but she’s no 
Jenna de Rosnay. I’ve done everything I 
can to get through to her, but she gets ter¬ 
ribly upset every time I offer a little con¬ 
structive criticism. Well, isn’t that the 
whole point? How can you teach someone 
if you don’t tell them what they’re doing 
wrong? 

Believe me, I’d like nothing more than to 
teach Diana to sail. I’m beginning to think 
our situation is hopeless. 

The Counselor’s Sage Advice 

Tim and Diana were simply the victims 
of a major myth: they believed that one 
member of a couple (married or not, male 
or female) can teach the other how to 
windsurf. Tragically, this cannot be 
accomplished. A couple’s basic lack of 
trust of each other’s abilities coupled with 
resentment when one attempts to instruct 
the other in a field of endeavor makes 
them natural enemies on the water. This 
malady, fortunately, is quite common and 
victims usually respond well to treatment. 

I recommended that Tim immediately 
cease instructing Diana and that Diana 
take lessons at a local clinic. I further 
advised them to sail separately until 
Diana’s confidence and skill increased. 
This way, Tim would not be tempted to 
shout advice to her. 

I also insisted that Diana purchase her 
own sailboard so that she could feel the 
pride of ownership and understand Tim’s 
affectionate feelings toward his equip¬ 
ment. Diana mistakenly believed that 
Tim’s obsession with his sailboard was 
abnormal. This is a natural phenomenon 
and often occurs when human beings love 
a sport. I myself have a set of golf clubs that 
I’ve grown rather attached to. 

I am glad to report that Tim and Diana 
are both sailing happily now and plan to 
compete soon with other sailors, rather 
than with each other. 

There’s just one hitch. They don’t need 
me anymore and spend all their money on 
windsurfing. How can I earn a living this 
way? Perhaps I’d better move my offices to 
the beach and look for other couples in 
trouble... O 

WINDRIDER 



warm, generous, and full of praise. I’d 
never have believed that he could become 
so vicious! 

i It all began when Tim’s friends took up 
| windsurfing and he gave it a try. Soon he 
was sailing every weekend. Windsurfing 
became Tim’s great passion and I was cast 
aside like an old bootie. 

I’ll never forget the Friday night Tim 
brought home his first sailboard. He spent 
all evening fiddling with the fin placement. 
“Come to bed, Honey,” I said. “Just give me 
a couple more minutes—I've just about 
got it," he told me. I went to bed. When 1 got 
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it, he dumped me on the beach and went 
off on the board by himself. He sailed for 
hours on end while I roasted on the sand. 

I know I promised to love, honor, and 
cherish Tim until death do us part, but that 
was before he took up windsurfing. We 
spend all our time fighting and all our 
money on Tim’s equipment. Do you have 
any idea what this stuff costs? I ask you, 
Doctor: where will it all end? 

Tim’s Turn to Speak 

I just don’t understand Diana. She was 





























Puts you in action in only 8 seconds. 





Hook, pull and hook. The ingenious BIC 
SportRack comes fully assembled and 
installs in just 8 seconds. Carry your 
boards complete with booms, mast and 
sails with ease. Converts to a ski or bicy¬ 
cle carrier in minutes. Don’t waste time. 

Get the best. Get BIC. 
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F2 Comet '87: 

Radical jibes made easy. 


More speed for ever y maneuvor. 


O The course 
racing fin 
of the F2 World 
Cup Team 


Five things make the new Comet 
so. awesome: * 

O It has the same scoop-rocker 
line as F2’s Sunset Slalom. 

• Its turning characteristics are 
similar to Sunset Slalom s. 

• Its new D. A S H Track integra¬ 
ted mast track and daggerboard 
box couldn't be easier to ope- 

O Its volume is down 15 liters from 
the '86 model. 

• Its new Power Control .ngs are 
as strong and agile as an eagle’s 
wing. 

Best of all. It’s nearly indestructi¬ 
ble. The Comet '87 is so tough that 
F2 backs it with a 12-month limited 
warranty. 


ft ft Fun means taking plea¬ 
sure from joy Function is 
the ability to transfer 
this vitality onto the 
board. F2 is the formula 
for all those who require 
no explanations. If 

Julie De Werd. 

F2 World Cup Team 


Speed is planing. Speed is tne 
excitement in the pit of your sto¬ 
mach. Speed is pointing into the 
wind. Speed is the foundation for 
every maneuver. 

Many boards have the speed. 

The maneuverabilit y 
The other important part of board¬ 
sailing. Maneuverability is easy 
jibing. Maneuverability is a smooth 
bottom turn. Maneuverability is 
V a quick and clean duck jibe 
\ Many other boards have 

■% maneuverability. But which 
’ 10'10" board has both? 

The synthesis 

F2 Comet'87: 

Speed and maneuverability 
n|fc in one board. The scoop of 
||Bk the F2 Lightning combi- 
R. ned with the rocker and 
mk tail of the F2 Sunset 
Slalom. Push your 
^ D.A S.H. Track for- 

Y v BL ward and go with 

mh. the s P eecl 

F2 Lightning. 
Bnngyour 

£19 D a ' sh 

k 1B jHBBBL. Track back 

P>Y-W Wjw and get the 
jjmr maneuverabi- 
jr lity of F2 Sunset 

SHpr Slalom. 

F2 Comet — the true 
synthesis. 


O Soft neoprene 
cover 

O Adjustable to all 
sizes 


F2D.A.S.H. Track 


O Connects mast track and 
centerboard case into one unit 
O The foot finds easily the but¬ 
tons to operate the systems 


Power means energy and 
strength. Control stands for ease 
of handling and being in com¬ 
mand. F2 Power Control Fun and 
F2 Comet - like an eagle wing. 


Fun and Function without limit: 
F2 is for the boardsailer testing 
and extending his or her limits. 
Go for it. 

Test dnve the new F2 Comet '87 
at your local dealer 


F2 Power Control '87 
® A synthesis of F2 Race and 
F2 Twist 

# A large surface in combination 
with twist prevents 
spin-out ^ 


FUN & FUNCTION 


F2 America Inc.. 200 FTwin Dolphin 

Drive • Redwood City CA 9406b 
Clrcla Reader Service No. 25 


F2 Power Control rigs 


Fun & Function 
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O The course 
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Speed is planing. Speed is tne 
excitement in the pit of your sto¬ 
mach. Speed is pointing into the 
wind. Speed is the foundation for 
every maneuver. 

Many boards have the speed. 

The maneuverabilit y 
The other important part of board¬ 
sailing. Maneuverability is easy 
jibing. Maneuverability is a smooth 
bottom turn. Maneuverability is 
V a quick and clean duck jibe 
\ Many other boards have 
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P>Y-W Wjw and get the 
jjmr maneuverabi- 
jr lity of F2 Sunset 
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F2 Comet — the true 
synthesis. 


O Soft neoprene 
cover 

O Adjustable to all 
sizes 


F2D.A.S.H. Track 


O Connects mast track and 
centerboard case into one unit 
O The foot finds easily the but¬ 
tons to operate the systems 


Power means energy and 
strength. Control stands for ease 
of handling and being in com¬ 
mand. F2 Power Control Fun and 
F2 Comet - like an eagle wing. 


Fun and Function without limit: 
F2 is for the boardsailer testing 
and extending his or her limits. 
Go for it. 

Test dnve the new F2 Comet '87 
at your local dealer 
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